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By Mrs. Gannett of Wayland, petition of Ann C. Gannett, Jerome A. Segal
and Winston Healy that provision be made for state aid up to seventy-five per
cent of the cost of construction of new schools in low-income areas. Education.

* In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Seventy

An Act to provide aid up to seventy-five per cent of the cost
OF CONSTRUCTING new schools modeled on the community

concept, to be built in low income areas.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in
General Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as
follows:

Cfte CommonUiealtf) of egassadjusetts

1 Section 1. The school committee of towns or cities within
2 the commonwealth containing low-income areas designated
3 by the commissioner of labor and industries shall hold an
4 open meeting within the low-income area at which a neigh-
5 borhood committee shall be elected, by and from residents of
6 the low-income area, to plan the development of a com-
7 munity school. The neighborhood committee so elected shall
8 hold open public meetings, to which representatives of all
9 state, federal and local agencies engaged in social work of any

10 kind within that low-income area shall be invited, as well as
11 independent residents thereof wishing to be heard. From such
12 hearings, a plan shall be drawn up by the neighborhood
13 committee recommending availability of courses and facilities
14 as the neighborhood desires. The neighborhood committee

shall continue in being until construction of the community
16 school begins.

1 Section 2. The school committee of towns or cities within
2 the commonwealth containing low-income areas shall also, at
3 open meeting within the poverty pocket, supervise the elec-
-4 tion of a neighborhood school advisory council, which shall be
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5 an ongoing committee to evaluate the programs of the
6 neighborhood committee and to recommend these and its
7 own programs. A majority of this council shall be comprised
8 of residents, and the council shall also contain representatives
9 of social agencies using school facilities. Members of the

10 council shall serve for two years, after which a new council
11 will be chosen in open public meeting. Members shall be
12 eligible for re-election.

Section 3. The neighborhood advisory council sha 11

within a reasonable time, submit its recommendations to
school committee of its town or city. Its recommendations
shall include, within the community school it establishes,
wherever desired, facilities for adult education; for meetings
of community groups; recreation areas for youth, which shall
remain available from the close of school day for at least one
hour after sunset; library, remedial classes, day nurseries,
study halls, and dental and medical care. The community
school it recommends shall also be open six days a week and
fifty-two weeks each year.
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The recommendations submitted to the school committee,
shall be fonvarded by said committee to the state board of
education, which shall determine whether said recommenda-
tions fully meet the needs of the community. The school
committee may include its own separate brief recommending
modifications. Upon return receipt of these recommendations
the school committee shall submit plans for construction of
the community school to its town or city government.
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1 Section 4. The state treasurer shall, upon request of such
school committee, reimburse such committees for land,
building, and furnishing costs of community schools con-
structed in the manner described in sections one through
three of this act. »-•
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