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3By Mr. Abeam of Norwood, petition of David C. Abeam for legislation tc
itablisb the uniform land sales practice act. The Judiciary.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Seventy.

An Act establishing the uniform land sales practice act.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General
'ourt assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

1 The General Laws are hereby amended by inserting after
2 chapter 41 the following chapter:—

s

Uniform Land Sales Practice Act4

5 Section 1. Definitions. —When used in this chapter, unless
6 the contest otherwise requires:
7 (1) “Disposition” includes sale, lease, assignment, award
8 by lottery, or any other transaction concerning a subdivision,
9 if undertaken for gain or profit;

10 (2) “Offer” includes every inducement, solicitation or
11 attempt-to encourage a person to acquire an interest in land,
12 if undertaken for gain or profit;
13 (3) “Person” means an individual, corporation, govern-
-14 ment, or governmental subdivision or agency, business trust,
15 estate, trust, partnership, unincorporated association, two or
16 more of any of the foregoing having a joint or common
17 interest, or any other legal or commercial entity;

18 (4) “Purchaser” means a person who acquires or attempts
19 to acquire or succeeds to an interest in land;
20 (5) “Subdivider” means any owner of subdivided land who
21 offers it for dispostion or the principal agent of an inactive
22 owner:
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23 (6) “Subdivision” and “subdivided lands” means any land
24 which is divided or is proposed to be divided for the purpose
25 of disposition into twenty-five or more lots, parcels, units or
26 interests and also includes any land whether contiguous or
27 not if twenty-five or more lots, parcels, units, or interests are
28 offered as a part of a common promotional plan of advertis-
-29 ing and sale.ing and sale.
30 Section 2. This chapter shall be administered by the boards
31 of appeal within each city and town which hereinafter is
32 called the agency.
33 Section 3. (a) Unless the method of disposition is adopted^
34 for the purpose of evasion of this chapter the provisions of"
35 this chapter do not apply to offers or dispositions of an
36 interest in land;
37 (1) By a purchaser of subdivided lands for his own account
38 in a single or isolated transaction ;

39 (2) If fewer than twenty-five separate lots, parcels, units
40 or interests in subdivided lands are offered by a person in a
41 period of twelve months;
42 (3) On which there is a residential, commercial, or indus-
43 trial building, or as to which there is a legal obligation on the
44 part of the seller to construct such a building within two
45 years from date of disposition ;

46 (4) To persons who are engaged in the business of con-
47 struction of buildings for resale, or to persons who acquire an
48 interest in subdivided lands for the purpose of engaging and
49 do engage in the business of construction of buildings for
50 resale;
51 (6) Pursuant to court order;
52 (6) By any government or government agency;
53 (7) As cemetery lots or interests.
54 (6) Unless the method of disposition is adopted for the
55 purpose of evasion of this chapter, the provisions of this
56 chapter do not apply to:
57 (1) Offers or dispositions of evidence of indebtedness^
58 secured by a mortgage or deed of trust of real estate;
59 (2) Offers or dispositions of securities or units of interest
60 issued by a real estate investment trust regulated under any
61 state or federal statute;
62 (3) A subdivision as to which the plan of disposition is to
63 dispose to ten or fewer persons;
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64 (4) A subdivision as to which the agency has granted an
65 exemption as provided in section ten;
66 (5) Offers or dispositions of securities currently registered
67 with the department of corporation and taxation, and
68 (6) Offers or dispositions of any interest in oil, gas or other
69 minerals or any royalty interest therein if the offers or
70 dispositions of such interests are regulated as securities by the
71 United States or by the department of corporation and
72 taxation.
73 Section 4- Unless the subdivided lands or the transaction is
74 exempt by section 3;
75 (1) No person may offer or dispose of any interest in
76 subdivided lands located in this commonwealth, nor offer or
77 dispose in this commonwealth of any interest in subdivided
78 lands located without this commonwealth prior to the time
79 the subdivided lands are registered in accordance with this

81 (2) No person may dispose of any interest in subdivided
82 lands unless a current public offering statement is delivered
83 to the purchaser and the purchaser is afforded a reasonable
84 opportunity to examine the public offering statement prior to
85 the disposition.
86 Section 5. (a) The application for registration of sub-
87 divided lands shall be filed as prescribed by the agency’s rules
88 and shall contain the following documents and informa-
89 tion;
90 (1) An irrevocable appointment of the agency to receive
91 service of any lawful process in any non-criminal proceeding
92 arising under this chapter against the applicant or his per-
93 sonal representatives;
94 (2) A legal description of the subdivided lands offered for
95 registration, together with a map showing the division pro-
96 posed or made, and the dimensions of the lots, parcels, units
97 or interests and the relation of the subdivided lands to
98 existing streets, roads, and other off-site improvements;
99 (3) The state or jurisdictions in which an application for

100 registration or similar document has been filed, and any
101 adverse order, judgment, or decree entered in connection with
102 the subdivided lands by the regulatory authorities in each
103 jurisdiction or by any court;
104 (4) The applicant’s name, address, and the form, date, and

80 chapter.
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jurisdiction of organization; and the address of each of its
offices in this commonwealth ;

105
106

(5) The name, address, and principal occupation for the
past five years of every director and officer of the applicant or
person occupying a similar status or performing similar
functions; the extent and nature of his interest in the
applicant or the subdivided lands as of a specified date within
thirty days of the filing of the application;

107
108
109
110
11l
112

(6) A statement, in a form acceptable to the agency, or the
condition of the title to the subdivided lands including
encumbrances as of a specified date within thirty days of the
date of application by a title opinion of a licensed attorney,
not a salaried employee, officer or director of the applicant or
owner, or by other evidence of title acceptable to the

113
114
115
116
117
US
119 agency;

(7) Copies of the instrument which will be delivered to a
purchaser to evidence his interest in the subdivided lands and
of the contracts and other agreements which a purchaser will
be required to agree to or sign;

120
121
122
123

(8) Copies of the instruments by which the interest in the
subdivided lands was acquired and a statement of any lien or
encumbrance upon the title and copies of the instruments
creating the lien or encumbrance, if any, with data as to
recording ;

124
125
126
127
128

(9) If there is a lien or encumbrance affecting more than
one lot, parcel, unit or interest a statement of the conse-
quences for a purchaser of failure to discharge the lien or
encumbrance and the steps, if any, taken to protect the
purchaser in case of this eventuality;

129
130
131
132
133

(10) Copies of instruments creating easements, restrictions,134
or other encumbrances, affec ing the subdivided lands;135

zoning and other governmental
of the subdivided lands and also
fing or proposed special taxes or
subdivided lands;

(11) A statement of the
regulations affecting the use
of any existing tax and exis
assessments which affect the

136
137
138
139
140 (12) A statement of the existing provisions for access,

sewage disposal, water, and other public utilities in the
subdivision; a statement of the improvements to be installed,
the schedule for their completion, and a statement as to the
provisions for improvement maintenance;

141
142
143
144
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145 (13) A narrative description of the promotional plan for
146 the disposition of the subdivided lands together with copies of
147 all advertising material which has been prepared for public
148 distribution by any means of communication;
149 (14) The proposed public offering statement;
150 (15) Any other information, including any current finan-
151 cial statement, which the agency by its rules requires for the
152 protection of purchasers.
153 (5) If the subdivider registers additional subdivided land
154 to be offered for disposition, he may consolidate the subse
155 quent registration with any earlier registration offering sub-
156 divided lands for disposition under the same promotional
157 plan.
158 (c) The subdivider shall immediately report any material
159 changes in the information contained in an application for
160 registration.
161 Section 6. (a) A public offering statement shall disclose
162 fully and accurately the physical characteristics of the sub-
163 divided lands offered and shall make known to prospective
164 purchasers all unusual and material circumstances or features
165 affecting the subdivided lands. The proposed public offering
166 statement submitted to the agency shall be in a form pre-
167 scribed by its rules and shall include the following:
168 (1) The name and principal address of the subdivider;
169 (2) A general description of the subdivided lands stating
170 the total number of lots, parcels, units, or interests in the
171 offering;
172 (3) The significant terms of any encumbrances, easements,
173 liens, and restrictions, including zoning and other regulations
174 affecting the subdivided lands and each unit or lot, and a
175 statement of all existing taxes and existing or proposed
176 special taxes or assessments which affect the subdivided
177 lands;
178 (4) A statement of the use for which the property is
179 offered;

180 (5) Information concerning improvements, including
181 streets, water supply, levels, drainage control systems, irriga-
182 tion systems, sewage disposal facilities and customary util-
-183 ities, and the estimated cost, date of completion and respon-
-184 sibility for construction and maintenance of existing and
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proposed improvements which are referred to in connection
with the offering or disposition of any interest in subdivided

185
186

lands;187
(6) Additional information required by the agency to

assure full and fair disclosure to prospective purchasers.
188
189

(6) The public offering statement shall not be used for any
promotional purposes before registration of the subdivided
lands and afterwards only if it is used in its entirety. No
person may advertise or represent that the agency approves
or recommends the subdivided lands or disposition thereof.
No portion of the public offering statement may be under-
scored, italicized, or printed in larger or heavier or different
color type than the remainder of the statement unless the
agency requires it.

190
191
192
193
194
195
196
197
198

(c) The agency may require the subdivider to alter or
amend the proposed public offering statement in order too
assure full and fair disclosure to prospective purchasers, and
no change in the substance of the promotional plan or plan of
disposition or development of the subdivision may be made
after registration without notifying the agency and without
making appropriate amendment of the public offering state-
ment. A public offering statement is not current unless all
amendments are incorporated.

199
200
201
202
203
204
205
206
207

Section 7. Upon receipt of an application for registration in
proper form, the agency shall forthwith initiate an examina-
tion to determine that:

208
209
210

(1) The subdivider can convey or cause to be conveyed the
interest in subdivided lands offered for disposition if the
purchaser complies with the terms of the offer, and when
appropriate, that release clauses, conveyances in trust or
other safeguards have been provided;

211
212
213
214
215

(2) There is reasonable assurance that all proposed im-
provements will be completed as represented;

216
217

(3) The advertising material and the general promotional
plan are not false or misleading and comply with the stan-
dards prescribed by the agency in its rules and afford full and
fair disclosure;

218
219
220
221

(4) The subdivider has not, or if a corporation, its officers,
directors, and principals have not, been convicted of an
involving land dispositions or any aspect of the land sales

99.9

223
224
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225 business in this commonwealth, the United States, or any
226 other state or foreign country within the past ten years and
227 has not been subject to any injunction or administrative
228 order within the past ten years restraining a false or mislead-
-229 ing promotional plan involving land dispositions;
230 (5) The public offering statement requirements of this
231 chapter have been satisfied.
232 Section 8. (a) Upon receipt of the application for registra-
-233 tion in proper form, the agency shall issue a notice of filing to
234 the applicant. Within ninety days from the date of the notice
235 of filing, the agency shall enter an order registering the
236 subdivided lands or rejecting the registration. If no order of
237 rejection is entered within ninety days from the date of notice
238 of filing, the land shall be deemed registered unless the
239 applicant has consented in writing to a delay.
240 (6) If the agency affirmatively determines, upon inquiry
241 and examination, that the requirements of section seven have
242 been met, it shall enter an order registering the subdivided
243 lands and shall designate the form of the public offering
244 statement.
245 (c) If the agency determines upon inquiry and examina-
-246 tion that any of the requirements of section seven has not
247 been met, the agency shall notify the applicant that the
248 application for registration must be corrected in the partic-
-249 ulars specified within ten days. If the requirements are not
250 met within the time allowed the agency shall enter an order
251 rejecting the registration which shall include the findings of
252 fact upon which the order is based. The order rejecting the
253 registration shall not become effective for twenty days during
254 which time the applicant may petition for reconsideration
255 and shall be entitled to a hearing.
256 Section 9. (a) Within thirty days after each annual anni-
-257 versary date of an order registering subdivided lands, the
258 subdivider shall file a report in the form prescribed by the
259 rules of the agency. The report shall reflect any material
260 changes in information contained in the original application
261 for registration.
262 (6) The agency at its option may permit the filing of
263 annual reports within thirty days after the anniversary date
264 of the consolidated registration in lieu of the anniversary date
265 of the original registration.
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260 Section 10. (a) The agency shall prescribe reasonable rules
267 which shall be adopted, amended, or repealed in compliance
268 with state procedure as provided for in chapter thirty A. The
269 rules shall include but not be limited to provisions for
270 advertising standards to assure full and fair disclosure; provi-
-271 sions for escrow or trust agreements or other means reasonably
272 to assure that all improvements referred to in the application
273 for registration and advertising will be completed and that
274 purchasers will receive the interest in land contracted for;
275 provisions for operating procedures; and other rules as are
276 necessary and proper to accomplish the purpose of this^
277 chapter.
278 (6) The agency by rule or by an order, after reasonable
279 notice and hearing, may require the filing of advertising
280 materials relating to subdivided lands prior to its distribu-
-281 tion.
282 (c) If it appears that a person has engaged or is about to
283 engage in an act or practice constituting a violation of a
284 provision of this chapter or a rule or order hereunder, the
285 agency, with or without prior administrative proceedings
286 may bring an action in the superior court to enjoin the acts or
287 practices and to enforce compliance with this chapter or any
288 rule or order hereunder. Upon proper showing, injunctive
289 relief or temporary restraining orders shall be granted, and a
290 receiver or conservator may be appointed. The agency is not
291 required to post a bond in any court proceedings.
292 ( d) The agency may intervene in a suit involving sub-
-293 divided lands. In any suit by or against a subdivider involv-
-294 ing subdivided lands, the subdivider promptly shall furnish
295 the agency notice of the suit and copies of all pleadings.
296 (e) The agency may:
297 (1) Accept registrations filed in other states or with the
298 federal government;
299 (2) Contract with similar agencies in this commonwealth ,
300 or other jurisdictions to perform investigative functions;
301 (3) Accept grants in aid from any source.
302 (/) The agency shall cooperate with similar agencies in
303 other jurisdictions to establish uniform filing procedures and
304 forms, uniform public offering statements, advertising stan-
-305 dards, rules and common administrative practices.
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(JJ) The agency may exempt a subdivision of ten or fewer
lots, parcels, units or interests from the provisions of this
chapter if it determines that the plan of promotion and
disposition is primarily directed to persons in the local
community in which the subdivision is situated.

306
307
308
309
310

Section 11. (a) The agency may:311
(1) Make necessary public or private investigations within

or outside of this commonwealth to determine whether any
person has violated or is about to violate this chapter or any
rule or order hereunder, or to aid in the enforcement of this
chapter or in the prescribing of rules and forms hereunder;

312
313
314
315
316

(2) Require or permit any person to file a statement in
writing, under oath or otherwise as the agency determines, as
to all the facts and circumstances concerning the matter to be
investigated.

317
318
319
320

(6) For the purpose of any investigation or proceeding
under this chapter, the agency or any officer designated by
rules may administer oaths or affirmations, and upon its own
motion or upon request of any party shall subpoena wit-
nesses, compel their attendance, take evidence, and require
the production of any matter which is relevant to the
investigation, including the existence, description, nature,
custody, condition, and location of any books, documents, or
other tangible things and the identity and location of persons
having knowledge of relevant facts or any other matter
reasonably calculated to lead to the discovery of material
evidence.

321
322
323
324
325
326
327
328
329
330
331
332

(c) Upon failure to obey a subpoena or to answer questions
propounded by the investigating officer and upon reasonable
notice to all persons affected thereby, the agency may apply
to superior court for an order compelling compliance.

333
334
335
336

( d) Except as otherwise provided in this chapter, all
proceedings under this chapter shall be in accordance with
the state administrative procedure as provided for in chapter
thirty A.

337
338
339
340

Section 12. (a) If the agency determines after notice and
hearing that a person has:

341
342

(1) Violated any provision of this chapter.343
(2) Directly or through an agent or employee knowingly

engaged in any false, deceptive, or misleading advertising,
344
345
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promotional, or sales methods to offer or dispose of an
interest in subdivided lands;

346
347

(3) Made any substantial change in the plan of disposition
and development of the subdivided lands subsequent to the
order of registration without obtaining prior written approval
from the agency;

348
349
350
351

(4) Disposed of any subdivided lands which have not been
registered with the agency ;

352
353

(5) Violated any lawful order or rule of the agency it may
issue an order requiring the person to cease and desist from
the unlawful practice and to take such affirmative action as
in the judgment of the agency will carry out the purposes of
this chapter.

354
355
m

657

358
(6) If the agency makes a finding of fact in writing that

the public interest will be irreparably harmed by delay in
issuing an order, it may issue a temporary cease and desist
order. Prior to issuing the temporary cease and desist order,
the agency whenever possible by telephone or otherwise shall
give notice of the proposal to issue a temporary cease and
desist order to the person. Every temporary cease and desist
order shall include in its terms a provision that upon request
a hearing will be held promptly to determine whether or not
it becomes permanent.

359
360

361
362
363
364
365
366
367
368

Section 13. (a) A registration may be revoked after notice
and hearing upon a written finding of fact that the subdivider
has:

369
370
371

(1) Failed to comply with the terms of a cease and desist
order;

372
373

(2) Been convicted in any court subsequent to the filing of
the application for registration for a crime involving fraud,
deception, false pretenses, misrepresentation, false advertis-
ing, or dishonest dealing in real estate transactions;

374
375
376
6H

(3) Disposed of, concealed, or diverted any funds or assets
of any person so as to defeat the rights of subdivision
purchasers;

378
379
380
381 (4) Failed faithfully to perform any stipulation or agree-

ment made with the agency as an inducement to grant any
registration, to reinstate any registration, or to approve any
promotional plan or public offering statement;

382
383
384

(5) Made intentional misrepresentations or concealed
material facts in an application for registration.

385
586
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387 Findings of fact, if set forth in statutory language, shall be
388 accompanied by a concise and explicit statement of the
389 underlying facts supporting the findings.
390 (6) If the agency finds after notice and hearing that the
391 subdivider has been guilty of a violation for which revocation
392 could be ordered, it may issue a cease and desist order
393 instead.
394 Section 14■ («) A person who has exhausted all administra-
395 tive remedies available within the agency and who is
396 aggrieved by an order pertaining to registration, a cease and
397 desist order, an order of revocation, or any other final
398 decision of the agency is entitled to judicial review under this
399 chapter. This section does not limit utilization of or the scope
400 of judicial review available under other means of review,
401 redress, relief, or trial de novo provided by law. A prelimi-
402 nary, procedural, or intermediate agency action or ruling is
403 immediately reviewable if review of the final agency decision
404 would not provide an adequate remedy.
405 (5) Proceedings for review are instituted by filing a
406 petition in the superior court within thirty days after the
407 final decision of the agency or, if a rehearing is requested,
408 within thirty days after the decision thereon. Copies of the
409 petition shall be served upon the agency and all parties of
410 record.
411 (c) The filing of the petition does not itself stay enforce-
412 ment of the agency decision. The agency may grant, or the
413 reviewing court may order, a stay upon appropriate terms.
414 ( d) Within thirty days after the service of the petition, or
415 within further time allowed by the court, the agency shall
416 transmit to the reviewing court the original or a certified
417 copy of the entire record of the proceeding under review. By
418 stipulation of all parties to the review proceedings, the record
419 may be shortened. A party unreasonably refusing to stipulate
420 to limit the record may be taxed by the court for the
421 additional costs. The court may require or permit subsequent
422 corrections or additions to the record.
423 (e) If, before the date set for hearing, application is made
424 to the court for leave to present additional evidence, and it is
425 shown to the satisfaction of the court that the additional evi-
-426 dence is material and that there were good reasons for failure
427 to present it in the proceeding before the agency, the court
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may order that the additional evidence be taken before the
agency upon conditions determined by the court. The agency
may modify its findings and decision by reason of the
additional evidence and shall file that evidence and any
modifications, new findings, or decisions with the reviewing
court.

428
429
430
431
432
433

(/) The review shall be conducted by the court without a
jury and shall be confined to the record. In cases of alleged
irregularities in procedure before the agency, not shown in
the record, proof thereon may be taken in the court. The
court, upon request, shall hear oral argument and receive
written briefs.

434
435
436
437
43S
439

( g) The court shall not substitute its judgment for that of
the agency as to the weight of the evidence on questions of
fact. The court may affirm the decision of the agency or
remand the case for further proceedings. The court may
reverse or modify the decision if substantial rights of the
appellant have been prejudiced because the administrative
findings, inferences, conclusions, or decisions are:

440
441
442
443
444
445
446

(1) In violation of constitutional or statutory provi-
sions:

447
44S

(2) In excess of the statutory authority of the agency;449
(3) Made upon unlawful procedure;450
(4) Affected by other error of law;451
(5) Clearly erroneous in view of the reliable, probative,

and substantial evidence on the whole record; or
452
453

(6) Arbitrary or capricious or characterized by abuse of
discretion or clearly unwarranted exercise of discretion.

454
455

Proceedings for judicial review shall be in accordance with
the state administrative procedures as provided for in chapter
thirty A.

456
457
458

Section 15. Any person who willfully violates any provision
of this chapter or of a rule adopted under it or any person
who willfully, in an application for registration makes any
untrue statement of a material fact or omits to state al
material fact is guilty of a misdemeanor and may be fined not
less than one thousand dollars but not more than five
thousand dollars; or by imprisonment in a jail or house of
correction for not less than six months nor more than two
years, or both.

459
460
461
462
463
464
465
466
467
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Section 16. (a) Any person who disposes of subdivided
lands in violation of section four, or who in disposing of
subdivided lands makes an untrue statement of a material

468
469
470

fact, or who in disposing of subdivided lands omits a material
fact required to be stated in a registration statement or public
offering statement or necessary to make the statements made
not misleading, is liable as provided in this section to the
purchaser unless in the case of an untruth or omission it is
proved that the purchaser knew of the untruth or omission or
that the person offering or disposing of subdivided lands did
not know and in the exercise of reasonable care could not
have known of the untruth or omission, or that the purchaser
did not rely on the untruth or omission.

471
472
473
474
475
476
477
47S
479
4SO

(b ) In addition to any other remedies, the purchaser,
under the preceding subsection, may recover the considera-
tion paid for the lot, parcel, unit or interest in subdivided
lands together with interest at the rate of six per cent per
year from the date of payment, property taxes paid, costs,
and reasonable attorneys fees less the amount of any income
received from the subdivided lands upon tender of appro-
priate instruments of reconveyance. If the purchaser no longer
owns the lot. parcel, unit or interest in subdivided lands, he
may recover the amount that would be recoverable upon a

481
482
453
454
485
456
487
488
489
490

tender of a reconveyance less the value of the land when
disposed of and less interest at the rate of six per cent per
year on that amount from the date of disposition.

491
492
493

(c) Every person who directly or indirectly controls a
subdivider liable under subsection (a), every general partner,
officer, or director of a subdivider, every person occupying a
similar status or performing a similar function, every em-
ployee of the subdivider who materially aids in the disposi-
tion, and every agent who materially aids in the disposition is
also liable jointly and severally with and to the same extent
as the subdivider, unless the person otherwise liable sustains
the burden of proof that he did not know and in the exercise
of reasonable care could not have known of the existence of
the facts by reason of which the liability is alleged to exist.
There is a right to contribution as in cases of contract among
persons so liable.

494
495
496
497
498
499
500
501
.502
503
504
505
506

( d ) Every person whose occupation gives authority to a
statement which with his consent has been used in an

507
508
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509 application for registration or public offering statement, if he
510 is not otherwise associated with the subdivision and devel-
-511 opment plan in a material way, is liably only for false
512 statements and omissions in his statement and only if he fails
513 to prove that he did not know and in the exercise of the
514 reasonable care of a man in his occupation could not have
515 known of the existence of the facts by reason of which the
516 liability is alleged to exist.
517 (e) A tender of reconveyance may be made at any time
518 before the entry of judgment.
519 (/) A person may not recover under this section in actions a

520 commenced more than four years after his first payment of*
521 money to the subdivider in the contested transaction.
522 (g) Any stipulation or provision purporting to bind any
523 person acquiring subdivided lands to waive compliance with
524 this chapter or anyrule or order under it is void.
525 Section 17. Dispositions of subdivided lands are subject to
526 this chapter and the superior court has jurisdiction in claims
527 or causes of action arising under this chapter, if;
528 (1) The subdivided lands offered for disposition are located
529 in this commonwealth;
530 (2) The subdivider’s principal office is located in this
531 commonwealth; or
532 (3) Any offer or disposition of subdivided lands is made in
533 this commonwealth whether or not the offeree is then present
534 in this commonwealth, if the offer originates within this
535 commonwealth or is directed by the offeror to a person or
536 place in this commonwealth and received by the person or at
537 the place to which it is directed.
538 Section 18. In the proceedings for extradition of a person
539 charged with a crime under this chapter, it need not be shown
540 that the person whose surrender is demanded has fled from
541 justice or at the time of the commission of the crime was in
542 the demanding or other state.
543 Section 19. (a) In addition to the methods of service^544 provided within the General Laws service may be made by
545 delivering a copy of the process to the office of the agency,
546 but it is not effective unless the plaintiff (which may be the
547 agency in a proceeding instituted by it):
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548 (1) Forthwith sends a copy of the process and of the
549 pleading by registered mail to the defendant or respondent at
550 his last known address, and
551 (2) The plaintiff’s affidavit of compliance with this section
562 is filed in the case on or before the return day of the process,
553 if any, or within such further time as the court allows.
554 (6) If any person, including any nonresident of this
555 commonwealth engages in conduct prohibited by this chapter
556 or any rule or order hereunder, and has not filed a consent to
557 service of process and personal jurisdiction over him cannot

otherwise be obtained in this commonwealth, that conduct558
authorizes the agency to receive service of process in any non-559

560 criminal proceeding against him or his successor which grows
561 out of that conduct and which is brought under this chapter
562 or any rule or order hereunder, with the same force and
563 validity as if served on him personally. Notice shall be given
564 as provided in subsection (a).
565 Section 20. Uniformity of Interpretation.-—This chapter
566 shall be so construed as to effectuate its general purpose to
567 make uniform the law of those states which enact it.
568 Section 21. If any provision of this chapter or the applica-
-569 tion thereof to any person or circumstances is held invalid,
570 the invalidity does not affect other provisions or applications
571 of the chapter which can be given effect without the invalid
572 provisions or application, and to this end the provisions of
573 this chapter are severable.




