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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Seventy.

An Act to facilitate the adoption of children.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in
General Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as
follows:

1 Section 1. Chapter 119 of the General Laws is hereby
2 amended by striking out section 33, as inserted by section 1 of
3 chapter 646 of the acts of 1954, and inserting in place thereof
4 the following section:
5 Section 33. In placing a child in family home care, the de-
-6 partment or any private charitable or child-care agency, shall
7 consider all factors relevant to the child’s physical, mental and
8 moral health.

1 Section 2. Section 5A of chapter 210 of the General Laws,
2 as most recently amended by chapter 83 of the acts of 1962, is
3 hereby further amended by striking out the first sentence and
4 inserting in place thereof the following sentence; Upon the
5 filing of a petition for adoption of a child under the age of four-
-6 teen, notice shall be given to the department of public welfare
7 which shall make appropriate inquiry to determine the condi-

•' 8 tion of the child for the purpose of ascertaining whether he is a
9 proper subject for adoption, and to determine whether the pe-

-10 titioners and their home are suitable for the proper rearing of
11 the child.

Clje Commontoealtl) of

1 Section 3. Section fifty-three of said chapter two hundred
2 and ten is hereby repealed.
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iction 4. The first paragraph of section 6 of said chap-
10, as appearing in the Tercentenary Edition, is hereby

inserting in placemended by striking out the firs'

1 thereof the following sentence: If, after considering all fac-
tors relevant to the child’s physical, mental and moral health

6 the court is satisfied of the need of the child for loving and n

7 sponsible parental care, of the capacity of the petitioner to pro-
-8 vide such care, and of the identity and relation of the persons
9 it shall make a decree, by which, except as regards succession to

10 property, all rights, duties and other legal consequences of the
11 natural relation of child and parent shall thereafter exist t*
12 tween the child and the petitioner and his kindred, and such
13 rights, duties and legal consequences shall, except as regards
14 marriage, incest or cohabitation, terminate between the child
15 so adopted and his natural parents and kindred or any previous
16 adopting parent; but such decree shall not place the adopting
17 parent or adopted child in any relation to any person, except
18 each other, different from that before existing as regards mar-
-19 riage, or as regards rape, incest or other sexual crime committed
20 by either or both.


