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By Messrs. Adams of Westfield and McGinn of Westfield, petition of James A.
Adams, Robert J. McGinn and another for legislation to establish a board of
registration in marriage counselling. State Administration.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Seventy.

An Act establishing a board of registration in marriage

COUNSELLING.

1 Section 1. Chapter 13 of the General Laws is hereby
2 amended by inserting after section 69, as added by section 1
3 of chapter 473 of the acts of 1968, under the caption board of
4 registration in marriage counselling, the following three

be a board of registration in
section and in sections seventy-
the board, consisting of seven

y the governor, citizens of the

6 Section 70. There shall
7 marriage counselling, in thi
8 one and seventy-two callei
9 members to be appointedpo

10 commonwealth, five of whom shall be licensed practicing
11 marriage counselors. As the term of office of a member of the
12 board expires, his successor shall be appointed in like manner
13 for a term of three years. Each member shall continue to
14 serve until the qualification of his successor. The governor
15 may also fill any vacancy in the board for the unexpired
16 portion of the term.
17 Each member of the board, except the citizen members,
18 shall have the following qualifications:
19 (a) He shall either be a member of or have professional

20 standing equivalent to that required for classification as a
21 member of the American Association of Marriage
22 Counselors.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in
General Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as
follows:

CJ)c CommontoealtJ) of

o sections
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(6) He shall be at the time of his appointment, and shall
have been for at least five years prior thereto, actively
engaged as a marriage counselor in rendering professional
services in marriage counseling, or in the education and
training of doctoral or post-doctoral students of marriage
counseling or in marriage counseling research, and shall have
spent the major portion of the time devoted by him to such
activity, during the two years preceding his appointment, in
this commonwealth.
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(c) He shall hold at least a master’s degree in social work,
marriage or pastoral counseling, psychology, sociology of the
family, marriage and family life education, or in a closely
allied field or a doctor of medicine; from a recognized
educational institution.
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The governor shall have power to remove from office any
member of the board for incompetence, neglect of duty,
unprofessional conduct or moral turpitude; but no board
member may be thus removed until after a public hearing of
the charges against him, and at least thirty days’ prior
written notice to such accused member of the charges
against him and of the date fixed for such hearing.
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Section 71. The board shall hold at least two regular
meetings each year and may hold such special meetings as it
may determine. At the first regular meeting each year, the
board shall organize and choose a chairman who shall be a
member of the board and a secretary who may, but need not,
be a member of the board. At all meetings of the board a
quorum shall consist of three members.
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Section 72. The members of the board shall serve without
compensation, except that there shall be paid by the com-
monwealth to the secretary, whether a member of the board
or not, a salary of five hundred dollars. Each member shall
receive from the commonwealth the necessary travel and
other expenses actually incurred by him in the performance
of his duties. The board may appoint such clerks as may be
necessary; provided that the salary of the secretary and
expenses of the members of the board and its employees, and
the expenses of the board, shall not be in excess of the
receipts for registration and from other sources that have
been received by the state treasurer from the board.
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1 Section 2. Chapter 112 of the General Laws is hereby
2 amended by adding after section 107, under the caption
3 REGISTRATION OF MARRIAGE COUNSELLORS, the following eight
4 sections;—
5 Section 108. As used in this section and sections one
6 hundred and nine to one hundred and fifteen, inclusive,
7 unless the context clearly requires otherwise;
8 (a) “Licensed marriage counselor” means an individual to
9 whom a license has been issued pursuant to the provisions of

10 sections one hundred and nine to one hundred and fifteen,
11 inclusive, force and not suspended or revoked as of the
12 particular time in question.
13 ( b ) The “practice of marriage counseling” means the
14 rendering of professional marriage counseling services to
15 individuals and marital pairs, singly or in groups, whether in
16 the general public or in organizations, either public or
17 private, for a fee, monetary or otherwise. “Marriage Counsel-
-18 ing” is a specialized field of counseling which centers largely
19 upon the relationship between husband and wife. It also
20 includes premarital counseling, pre- and post-divorce counsel-
-21 ing, and family counseling which emphasizes the spousal
22 relationship as a key to successful family living. The practice
23 of marriage counseling consists of the application of principles,
24 methods and techniques of counseling and psychotherapy for
25 the purpose of resolving psychological conflict, modifying
26 perception and behavior, altering old attitudes and establish-
-27 ing new ones in the area of marriage and family life. In its
28 concern with the antecedents of marriage, with the vicissi-
-29 tudes of marriage, and with the consequences of the failure of
30 marriage, marriage counseling keeps in sight its objective of
31 enabling marital partners and their children to achieve the
32 optimal adjustment consistent with their welfare as individ-
-33 uals, as members of a family, and as citizens in society.
34 (c) “Board” means the board of registration in marriage
35 counselling.
36 (d) “Recognized educational institution” means any
37 educational institution which grants the bachelor’s, master’s
38 and doctor's degrees, or any one or more thereof, and which is
39 recognized by the board of registration in marriage
40 counseling.
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41 No educational institution shall be denied recognition as a
recognized educational institution solely because its program
is not accredited by any professional organization of marriage
counselors and nothing in this act or in the administration of
this act shall require the registration with the board of
educational institutions of departments of sociology, psychol-
ogy, social work, marriage and family life or any other
specialty or doctoral programs in any of these professional
fields.
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50 Section 109. Each person desiring to obtain a license as a

practicing marriage counselor shall make application therefor
to the board upon such form and in such manner as the board
shall prescribe and shall furnish evidence satisfactory to the
board that he:
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(а) Is at least twenty-one years of age;
(б) Is of good moral character;
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(c) Is not engaged in any practice or conduct which would
be a ground for refusing to issue, suspending or revoking a
license issued pursuant to this act;
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(d) Qualifies for licensing by an examination of credentials

or for admission to an assembled examination to be con-
ducted by the board.
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(e) Educational Requirement: At least a master’s degree
in social work, or a doctorate in marriage or pastoral counsel-
ing, psychology, sociology of the family, family life educa-
tion, or a closely allied field of study or a doctor of medicine
in which it is established by the applicant’s transcripts that
an equivalent course of study has been successfully com-
pleted; the degree to have been obtained from an accredited
institution so recognized at the time of granting of such
degrees.
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(/) Experience Requirements: Five years of full-time
counseling experience, or its equivalent, of a character
approved by the board, two years of which must have been ir
marriage counseling; two of the five required years must have
been under the supervision of a person holding a degree
specified in paragraph (e) of this section and who has himself
had no less than five full-time years of professional experience
or the equivalent.

72
73
74
7£»
76
77
78
79



HOUSE —No. 4853.1970 5

-f

Section 110. The board shall conduct examinations at least
one a year at a time and place to be designated by it.
Examinations shall be written and, if the board deems
advisable, oral. In any written examination each applicant
shall be designated by a number so that his name shall not be
disclosed to the board until examinations have been graded.
Examinations shall include questions in such theoretical and
applied fields as the board deems most suitable to test an
applicant’s knowledge and competence to engage in the
practice of marriage counseling. An applicant shall be held to
have passed an examination upon the affirmative vote of at
least four members of the board.
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Any person who shall have failed an examination con-

ducted by the board may not be admitted to a subsequent
examination for a period of at least six months.
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Section 111. The following fees shall be assessed and
collected by the board:
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(a) Application fee, twenty dollars, which shall not be97
abject to refund;98

(6) Examination and initial license fee, thirty dollars,
which shall be subject to refund if the applicant is deter-
mined to be ineligible for examination, withdraws his
application for examination, or fails to appear for examin-
ation ;
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(c) License fee, examination of credentials, twenty-five
dollars;

104
105

( d) License renewal fee, twenty-five dollar:
(e) Registration fee, ten dollars;
(/) Reinstatement fee, fifty dollars.
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109 On or before April fifteenth in each year the secretary of

the board shall forward to the holder a form of application
for renewal thereof. Upon the receipt of the completed form
and the renewal fee on or before June thirtieth the secretary
shall issue a new license for the year commencing July first.
Any application for renewal of a license which has expired
shall in addition require the payment of a registration fee, or
in such cases as the board may by rule prescribe, by a new
application fee.
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118 Section 112. The board may issue a license by an examina-
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119 lion of credentials to any applicant who presents evidence
that he is licensed or certified as a marriage counselor in120
another state with requirements for said license or certificate121

122 such that the board is of the opinion that said applicant is
123 npetent to engage in the practice of marriage counseling in

this commonwealth124
125 % 113. The board may refuse to grant or renew or
126 may revoke or suspend a license on any of the followingv
127

(a) Use of fraud or deception in applying for a certificate128
taking the examination therefor required by this act.129

130 Practice of marriage counseling under a false or
131 assumed name or impersonation of a licensed practicing

narriage counselor of like or different name, or permitting an132
unlicensed person to practice marriage counseling in the133
name of a licensee and to use his license for that purpose.134

135 Conviction of a crime involving moral turpitude.
d) Habitual intemperance in the use of intoxicant136

137 narcotics or stimulants to such an extent as to incapacitate
him for the performance of his professional duties as a138

139 licensed practicing marriage counselor or conviction of or ha
140 pleaded nolo contendere to an indictment, information or

complaint alleging a violation of any Federal or state law141
relating to narcotic drugs.142

(e) Violation of any provision of sections one hundred and143
144 eight to one hundred and fifteen, inclusive or rule, regulation
145 or code of ethics promuglated by the board.
14G (/) Negligence or misconduct in the performance of his(/) Negligence or misconduct in the performance of his

professional duties as a licensed practicing marriage147
counselor.148

The board shall not refuse to grant and shall not revoke or149
spend the license of any person for any of the foregoing150

reasons, until after a hearing of the charges against the151
.ccused (which shall be public, unless the accused requests a152

private hearing thereon), and at least twenty days’ prior153
written notice to the accused of the charges against him and154
of the date fixed for such hearing. Such written notice shall be155
mailed by certified or registered mail to the accused’s last156
known address, but the accused’s failure to appear shall not157
prevent or invalidate such hearing or any action taken by the158
board thereat.159
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Every action of the board in refusing to issue a license or in
suspending or revoking a license pursuant to this section shall
be subject to review by appeal to the superior court.
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Application may be made to the board for reinstatement,
at any time after the expiration of one year from the date of
revocation of a license. Such application shall be in writing
and shall be accompanied by the reinstatement fee. The
board shall not reinstate any applicant, unless satisfied that
he is competent to engage in the practice of manage counsel-
ing, and if it deems same necessary for such determination,
may require the applicant to pass an examination.
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Section 11If.. No person who is not licensed under sections
one hundred and eight to one hundred and fifteen, inclusive,
shall advertise the performance of marriage counseling
services or represent himself to be a licensed practicing
marriage counselor, use a title or description, including the
following titles: marriage counselor, advisor or consultant; a
family counselor, advisor or consultant; a family guidance
counselor, advisor or consultant; a marriage guidance coun-
selor, advisor or consultant; a family relations counselor,
advisor or consultant; a marriage relations counselor, advisor
or consultant; a marriage therapist, advisor or consultant; or
any other name, style or description denoting that the person
so engages in marriage counseling. Except as otherwise spe-
cifically provided, only a person licensed shall advertise him-
self, purport or describe himself as offering marriage or family
counselling services or advice, marriage or family guidance
service or advice; marriage or family relations services,
therapy or advice; marriage or family problems service or
advice; marriage or family relations advice or assistance;
services in the alleviation of any marital or family problem; or
services of like import or effect, or offer to practice or practice
marriage counseling as except as otherwise permitted in
sections.
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*194 Whoever shall violate any provision of this section shall be
punished by a fine of not more than two hundred dollars for
the first offense and a fine of not more than five hundred
dollars for each subsequent offense.
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198 Section 115. The provisions of sections one hundred and

eight and one hundred and fifteen, inclusive, shall not apply
to (a) an employee of;
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201 (1) an accredited academic institution, a Federal, state,
county or local governmental institution or agency, or a
research facility while performing those duties for which he
was employed by such instiutions, agency or facility;

909

203
204
205 (2) an organization which is nonprofit and which is, in the

opinion of the board, a bonafide community agency, while
performing those duties for which he was employed by such an
agency;
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209 (3) a proprietary organization while performing those

duties for which he was employed by such organization, »

provided his marriage counseling duties are under the
supervision of a licensed practicing marriage counselor.
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(6) A student of counseling, marriage counseling interne or
person preparing for the practice of marriage counseling
under qualified supervision in a training institution or facility
recognized by the board provided he is designated by such
titles as “marriage counseling interne,” “family counseling
interne” or others, clearly indicating such training status.

213
214
215
216
217
218
219 (c) A practicing marriage counselor for a period not to

exceed ten consecutive business days or fifteen business days
in any ninety day period, if he resides outside, and his major
practice is outside, of the commonwealth and gives the board
a summary of his qualifications and a minimum of ten days
written notice of his intention to practice in the common-
wealth, provided he (1) is certified or licensed in another
state under requirements the board considers to be the
equivalent of requirements for licensing in the common-
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wrealth or (2) resides in a state which does not certify or
license marriage counselors and the board considers his
professional qualifications to be the equivalent of require-
ments for licensing in the commonwealth and is not adjudged
and notified by the board that he is ineligible for licensing.
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( d) A practicing marriage counselor for a period not
exceeding one year, if he has a temporary permit therefore
which the board may issued upon his filing of an application
for licensing.
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(e) A practicing marriage counselor for a period not
exceeding three years under the supervision of a licensed
practicing marriage counselor, or a person designated by the
board as an eligible supervisor, if he has a temporary permit
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therefor which the board may issue upon his completion of all
the requirements for licensing except the supervised experi-
ence requirement.
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(/) Qualified members of professional groups such as social
workers, psychologists, physicians, attorneys at law, members
of the clergy or guidance counselors while doing work of a
marriage and family counseling nature consistent with the
accepted standards of their respective professions.
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Section 3. In making the original appointments to the
board of registration in marriage counselling established by
section seventy of chapter thirteen of the General Laws,
inserted by section one of this act, the governor shall appoint
one member for a term of one year, three members for three
terms of two years and three members for terms of three
years.

1
9

3
4
o
6
i

The first appointees, other than the citizen members, shall
be deemed to be and shall become licensed practicing mar-
riage counselors immediately upon their appointment and
qualification as members of the board.
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Section 4. Notwithstanding any other provisions of this
act, any person over the age of twenty-one years and of good
moral character, who submits evidence satisfactory to the
board that, for not less than three years prior to the passage
of this act, he has been regularly engaged in the practice of
marriage counseling as defined in section one hundred and
eight of chapter one hundred and twelve of the General Laws,
inserted by section two of this act, has at least a master’s
degree in social work, marriage or pastoral counseling, psy-
chology, sociology of the family, family life education, or
another field of study or a closely allied field of a doctor of
medicine in which it is established by the applicant’s trans-
cripts that an appropriate course of study has been success-
fully completed; the degree to have been obtained from an
accredited institution so recognized at the time of granting of
such degrees, shall be entitled to receive, without an
examination a certificate of registration to use the title
marriage counsellor, if he files an application therefor accom-
panied by the fee for an original certificate on or before one
year after the passage of this act.
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