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DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC HEALTH, RELATIVE
TO AN INVESTIGATION AND STUDY OF
THE REMOVAL OF AQUATIC WEEDS AND
OTHER GROWTHS FROM CERTAIN LAKES AND

STREAMS IN THE COMMONWEALTH AND
OTHER RELATED MATTERS.

(Under Chapter 49. Resolves of 1969)
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Department of Public Health
600 Washington Street

Boston, Massachusetts
November 17,1969

Clerk of the House of Representatives.

State House, Boston.

Massachusetts
Dear Sir

In accordance with the provisions of Chapter 49 of the Resolves of
1969 the Department of Public Health submits herewith a report on
the resolve providing for an investigation and study of the removal of
aquatic weeds and other growths from certain lakes and streams in
the Commonwealth and other related matters, and its recommendations, together with drafts of legislation necessary to carry such
recommendations into effect.
Respectfully submitted,
ALFRED L. FRECHETTE, M.D
Commissioner
Department of Public Health
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To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives of Massachusetts in General Court Assembled:

Report
of the
Department of Public Health,
relative to
an investigation and study of

the removal of aquatic weeds and other growths
from certain lakes and streams in the
Commonwealth and other related matters

November 17, 1969
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Chapter 49

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Sixty-Nine

'Resolved, That the department of public health is hereby
authorized and directed to make an investigation and study of the
subject matter of current house documents numbered 372, 539,
1262, 1434. 1442, 1665, 1672, 1679, 1945. 2777, 2780. 2789,
3037. 3042, 3044, 3046, 3289, 3293, 4946. Said department shall
report to the general court the results of its investigation and study
and its recommendations, if any, together with drafts of such
legislation as may be necessary to carry such recommendations into
effect, by filing the same with the clerk of the house of representatives on or before the first Wednesday of December, nineteen
hundred and sixty-nine.
Approved July 9. 1969’
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FORWARD

No special appropriation was made to help finance this investigation and

study.

The investigation, study, and report was made utilizing the
available resources of the Department. The Department is aware that
other and similar investigations are desirable from time to time.
However, the Department is also cognizant that such cannot be
performed as a routine activity unless adequate staff and resources
are made available to an already overburdened staff.
A complete review of the ecological factors and problems relating
to nuisance aquatic weeds and their control may be found in the
“Report of the Department of Public Health, the Department of
Public Works, and the Department of Natural Resources Relative to a
Study of the Elimination or Control of Submerged Weeds in Certain
Great Ponds of the Commonwealth,” conducted under Chapter 67,
Resolves of 1953, Chapter 65 of the Resolves of 1954. and
Chapter 28 of the Resolves of 1955 filed December 4, 1957 and
subsequent reports on this same matter. This material has been
omitted substantially from this present report in order to save time
and avoid repetition.

*
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INTRODUCTION

The appended proposed legislation will provide a mechanism for
the use of funds appropriated to the Department, or otherwise made
available to the Department for a continuing aquatic weed control
program.
The Department has been involved with the use of herbicides for
the control of nuisance aquatic vegetation since 1953. and since that
time has devised, directed, and supervised numerous applications of
herbicides for such usage under Chapter 677 of the Acts of 1960.
Chapter 498 of the Acts of 1961, Chapter 77 1 of the Acts of 1968
and Chapter 722 of Acts of 1969.
The Department has been involved in limited research in the
control of nuisance aquatic vegetation since 1953 when funds were
authorized by the legislature. Between 1953 and 1958 many
herbicides were screened and tested for phytotoxicity and studies
were conducted to determine levels of toxicity against certain fish
species. Results of the studies show that under proper conditions of
use, several herbicides were quite effective in controlling a major
portion of the aquatic weed species which cause nuisance problems
in the waters of the Commonwealth. The studies further demonstrated that adequate control of aquatic vegetation can only be
achieved in most instances, when several treatments are made over a
period of three years.
In 1960, legislation was passed requiring that all persons using
chemicals in waters of the Commonwealth be approved by the
Department of Public Health. The intent of this law is to prohibit
and restrict indiscriminate use of herbicides. Indiscriminate use can
lead to abuses and contamination of public and/or private water
supplies, and waters used for crop irrigation and live-stock watering.
In 1961, as a result of numerous legislative bills, filed by legislators
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and other interested people, further legislation was passed authorizing the Department to treat waters of the Commonwealth for control
of nuisance aquatic vegetation. This legislation (Chapter 498 of
1961) also permits cities and towns to appropriate funds for control
of aquatic nuisances.
In 1968 further legislation was passed (Chapter 77 1 of the Acts of
1968) “An Act in addition to the general appropriation act making
appropriations to supplement certain items contained therein, and
for certain new activities and projects.” Section 2 oi this Act,
provides for weed control projects in eighteen or more ponds and
lakes, and an appropriation of $lOO,OOO in addition to any other
public or private funds made available for the project.
Current legislation (Chapter 722 of the Acts ot 1969) “An Act
relative to the control of aquatic nuisances in waters of the
Commonwealth by the Department of Public Health and authorizing
the Water Resources Commission to establish priorities therefore,”
was enacted during 1969.
Section 1, of this act allows cities or towns to participate in a cost
sharing program with the Commonwealth tor an aquatic nuisance
control program. A city or town may contribute up to one half ot
the project cost but not less than one fourth of the project cost.
Section 1, of the act also provides a cost approach to be used in
cases where a body of water is located in state parks or reservations,
or when a body of water is a Great Pond located in a city or town
but receives heavier use from surrounding localities other than the
city or town in which it is located. In special cases of this nature the
entire cost of the project will be borne by the Commonwealth.
In addition to the above, it also provides for an apportionment of
the local contribution based on the amount of water area and
shoreline, in cases where water bodies are located in two or more
cities

or towns.

Section 2 provides that requests concerning aquatic nuisance
control be submitted to the Department of Public Health who in
turn submits all approved requests to the Water Resources Commission. The Water Resources Commission reviews all such requests and
establishes priorities for control, considering public accessibility,
recreational and agricultural uses, the general public advantage, the
importance to commercial, agricultural, or other interests, the local
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interest therein as manifested by municipal or other contributions
and any other considerations affecting the feasibility, necessity, or
advantage of the proposed work. The Water Resources Commission
forwards the results of its review to the Department of Public Health

for action.
Chapter 8 1 of Acts of 1969 (The Supplementary Budget) provided
$lOO,OOO for an aquatic weed control program.
In the regular budget for years 1970-1971 under item 201 1-9009
seven additional Lakes and Ponds were added to Chapter 771 of
of 1968. No additional funds were provided.
The Department has made several budget requests since 1962 for
funds to implement the provisions of Chapter 498 of 1961. These
requests have not been honored and therefore the Department has
not been able to conduct an adequate program because of a lack of
personnel and funds for supporting services. There has been a
multitude of requests from cities and towns, associations, and
legislators, for surveys and chemical applications for adequate
control of nuisance vegetation. The Department simply cannot
respond to their needs. Within its capacity, however, the Department
has been able to carry on treatment of numerous ponds, although
limited, in view of the numbers of ponds within the Commonwealth
under special appropriations provided by the legislature. Approximately $400,000 have been expended over the past ten years. Much
of the work has been carried out under contract with the
Department, a procedure which entails a great deal of technical
supervision, surveys and administration of the contracts. Along with
this burden the Department is also responsible for approving all
applications of herbicides made throughout the Commonwealth. This
also entails the conducting of surveys, evaluation of water use to
protect the public health, and sampling to determine water quality
and residual amounts of herbicides. Such programs need constant
guidance and supervision. In every instance where herbicides have
been applied the Department has supervised the operation.
At the present time the staff available in the Department to handle
all contract work, approval of applications and supervision of work
consist of one man. If the program is to expand and move forward in
the direction necessary to fulfill the Department’s obligations in this
area it must be expanded. Further, in order to properly evaluate and
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protect all of the public health ramifications of this program and to
properly evaluate the affects of aquatic herbicides on water quality,
fish life and fish food organisms adequate laboratory support is
mandatory. The present staff and equipment at the Department's
Laboratory in Lawrence is insufficient to keep up with the ever
pressing demands of this program. Identification of pesticides is
complex, requiring lengthy procedures which require sophisticated
equipment and trained personnel. It has been estimated that a single
analysis may involve an expenditure of as much as $20.00. Provisions
must be made, if a program of aquatic weed control is to be
effectively carried on, for additional personnel and equipment for
both field and laboratory support.
The mechanism for providing the chemical treatment of waters
within the Commonwealth is provided in Chapter 498 of 1961 as
amended by Chapter 722 of 1969. Under this Chapter the Department must conduct public hearings, surveys, and develop estimates
of costs before undertaking any work. It also provides for consideration of the general public advantage of the proposed work, the local
interest therein as manifested by municipal or other contributions,
the importance to the public health, and recreational, industry,
commercial or other interests to be especially served thereby. Unless
additional staff and funds are made available to the Department to
carry on the necessary functions as outlined in Chapter 722 of 1969,
the treatment of lakes and ponds for the control of nuisance aquatic
vegetation cannot be carried on in a manner which will result in
effective control and minimum of danger to the public health.
DISCUSSION
No appropriation was made for this investigation and study.
Therefore, it was not possible to conduct in depth bio-engineering
surveys. The following material was secured from our files and

previous survey reports.
FLAX POND. LYNN (H. 372)
Flax Pond located in Lynn is a Great Pond of the Commonwealth.
It has a total area of 41 acres and a mean depth of 14 feet. It is
densely populated and readily accessible from public highways.
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A bio-engineering survey conducted on August 2, 1967, showed
that this pond was infested with various forms of nuisance aquatic
vegetation including Nymphaea (water lily), Elodea (waterweed),
Potomageton (pondweed), and algae in high concentrations. The
aquatic vegetation was so abundant that it interfered with all water
contact sports and posed a danger to bathers. These nuisances can be
controlled by the proper use of certain aquatic herbicides.
The approximate treatment cost for control of aquatic nuisances
has been estimated at $6,000 for a one-year program and $lO,OOO
for a three-year program.
LAKE BUEL, MONTEREY and NL W MARLBOROUGH (H. 539)
Lake Buel, located in Monterey and New Marlborough, is a Great
Pond of the Commonwealth with a total area of 196 acres and a
mean depth of 18 feet. This lake is part of the Housatonic drainage
system. The shoreline is rocky and wooded. Habitation is well
developed with boat liveries, numerous camps, cottages, and picnic
areas.

All species of aquatic nuisance vegetation are present in abundance
and the approximate treatment costs for control of such nuisances
has been estimated at SI 8.000 for a one-year period and $25,000 for
a three-year period.

SOUTH

WATUPPA

POND.

I ALL

RIVER

and

WESTPORT

(H. 1262)

South Watuppa Pond located in Fall River and Westport, is a Great
Pond of the Commonwealth. It has a total area of 1283 acres, and a
mean depth of lOfeet. This pond is a very large pond and readily
accessible to the public. The major aquatic nuisance is algae which
can be controlled with copper sulphate in the proper concentration.
In the years from 1960 through 1969 it has been successfully
treated for algae. During the summer of 1969 South Watuppa Pond
was successfully treated for algae control at a cost of $14,280. under
the appropriation accompanying Chapter 771 of the Acts of 1968.
The City of Fall River and the Town of Westport contributed
twenty-five percent of the total cost.
There has been considerable local interest shown in this pond and
an association known as the Algae Control Committee has done
much to promote legislation for its treatment.
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Although this pond was treated for algae control this year (1969)
additional funds will be necessary for a control program in 1970 and
the year following since chemical methods for algae control give only
temporary relief. The ultimate solution to the problem of algae
control lies in the elimination of nutrient materials which lead to
eutrophication and algae production.
Approximate treatment costs have been estimated at $lO,OOO per
year
hS 11 FIELD LAKE, ASHFIELD (H

1434)

Ash fie Id Lake located in Ashfield is a Great Pond of the
Commonwealth. It has a total area of 40 acres, and a mean depth of
10.6 feet. It is easily accessible with numerous cottages and a public
beach. Fishing, boating, and all water contact sports are enjoyed.
This Lake is included in Chapter 771 of acts of 1968 as amended
and will be treated in 1970 provided that local contributions are
made available to the Department.
A bio-engineering survey conducted on October 10, 1968, showed
the lake to be heavily infested with the following aquatic nuisance

vegetation: Potaogeton (Pondweed) Elodea (Waterwced) and algae.
These nuisances can be controlled by the proper use of certain
herbicides.
Approximate treatment costs for control of aquatic nuisances had
been estimated at 55.000 for a one year program and $B,OOO for a
three year program.

RESERVOIR POND. CANTON (H. 1442)
Reservoir Pond in Canton has an area of 225 acres with an average
depth of approximately 4 feet and is not a Great Pond. It is privately
owned and controlled by the Plymouth Rubber Company. This was
established by Land Court Case #237 14, a record of which is on file
at the Land Court.
n checking with the Public Access Board it was found that
■anton Reservoir does not have a “Public Access.”
Section 2 of Chapter 722 of the Acts of 1969 clearly states that
"no funds of the commonwealth shall be expended for a control
program in waters to which there is no public access.”
Bio-engineering surveys conducted during 1969 show that Reservoir Pond contains the following nuisance aquatic plants: Nymphaea
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(water lily) Brasenia (water shield)

Cabomba (fanwort) and algae
It is the opinion of the Biologist of the Division of Environmental
Health that the control of nuisance aquatic vegetation at Canton
Reservoir would benefit recreational programs of the Massachusetts
Hospital School which is located on the shores of Reservoir Pond.

LAKE COCHITUATE, NATICK and WAYLAND (H. 1665)
Lake Cochituate located in Natick and Wayland is a Great Pond of
the Commonwealth and has a total area of 591 acres and a met?*
depth of 22 feet.
This lake is controlled by the Department of Natural Resources
and under Chapter 771 of 1968 the sum of 525.000 was made
available to the Department of Natural Resources for a special study
of this lake. This study included several algae treatments.
This lake is densely populated and readily accessible by many
public roads. Considerable interest has been shown by citizens of the
surrounding communities to investigate causes of pollution to Lake
Cochituate and to seek remedies for aquatic nuisance conditions.
Bio-engineering surveys conducted during 1968 indicate that a
partial treatment of Lake Cochituate for control of algae and
submersed aquatic weeds is necessary to prevent this lake from
becoming eutrophied to the extent that recreational activities will be
greatly reduced and rendered dangerous. Such a program has been
estimated to cost approximately $lB,OOO for one year and $30,000
for three years.
LAKE SABBATIA, TAUNTON (H. 1672)
Lake Sabbatia, Taunton is a Great Pond of the Commonwealth. It
has a total area of 327 acres and a mean depth of 9 feet. The
shoreline is partially wooded but the Lake is easily accessible by
public roads.
The Department of Natural Resources is building a bath house al
Lake Sabbatia which will greatly increase bathing activities.
All types of nuisance aquatic vegetation are common aSP
approximate cost for control has been estimated at $lB,OOO fora
one year program and $30,000 for a three year program. These costs
include control of algae.
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LAKE SHERMAN. BRIMFIELD (H. 1679 and H. 3293)
Lake Sherman in Brimfield has a total area of 86 acres and a mean
depth of 4.5 feet. A bio-engineering survey conducted on September 6, 1968, showed Utricularia (bladderwort) and Myriophyllum
(Milfoil) throughout the pond and heavy growths of Sagitaria (arrow
head) and Pontederia (Pickerelweed) on the western shore. Some
Potamogeon (pondweed) was found on the eastern shore.
On June 23, 1969 and July 30, 1969, these aquatic nuisances were
chemically treated at a cost of $3,500 under funds appropriated by
Chapter 77 1 of 1968.
At the present time, this Lake has no “Public Access.’
Section 2 of Chapter 722 of the Acts of 1969 clearly states that
“no funds of the commonwealth shall be expended for a control
program in waters to which there is no public access.” It would be
desirable for the Town of Brimfield to obtain a “public access” so
that Lake Sherman may be considered for future aquatic nuisance
control programs.

LAKE QUINSIGAMOND (Flint Pond) WORCESTER, GRAFTON,
and SHREWSBURY
and JORDON POND. SHREWSBURY
(IT 1945)

y

On February 3, 1969 the Committee on Natural Resources and
Agriculture held a hearing concerning the proposed legislation
H. 1945. At this hearing H. 1945 was amended to read “treat the
waters of Flint Pond and Jordan Pond.”
Flint Pond located in Worcester, Shrewsbury, and Grafton, has a
total area of approximately 90 acres and a mean depth of 9 feet.
Results of bio-engineering surveys show that this pond contains
heavy growths of several species of aquatic vegetation which have
severely interfered with all recreational activities. The major weed
infestation is Myriophyllum (Milfoil).
The Department of Public Health is presently establishing an
*
•aquatic weed control project at Flint Pond with the cooperation of
the City of Worcester, and the Towns of Shrewsbury and Grafton
under funds appropriated by Chapter 771 of the Acts of 1968.
Treatment costs have been set at approximately $lO,OOO with at

14

HOUSE

-

NO. 4888

|

Jan

least 25% contributed by the local communities. An additional
amount of $lO,OOO will be necessary for maintenance work over the
next three years
Jordan Pond in Shrewsbury ha
total area of approximately 20
acres and a mean depth of 5 feet.
Some of the aquatic nuisance present included Elodea (waterweed) Nymphaea (water lily) and algae
Jordan Pond was treated for aquatic nuisance control on June 11 Jf*
1969 at a cost of $1,350 under funds appropriated by Chapter 771
of the Acts of 1968. A local contribution of $375. was received for
this project. The treatment was a complete success but it is
anticipated that additional funds will be needed in the future for
maintenance work. This maintenance cost has been estimated at
approximately $7OO.

*

STUDLEY POND. ROCKLAND (H. 2777)
Studley Pond located in Rockland is a Great Pond of the
Commonwealth and has a total area of 26 acres and a mean depth of
3 feet. This is a warm water pond draining into the North River. The
shoreline is partially wooded and the pond is readily accessible.
On August 28, 1969, a Department Biologist made a bioengineering survey and observed that Nymphaea (water lily) and
algae were the major aquatic nuisances. These nuisances can be
controlled at a cost of approximately $2,100 for a one-year program
and $3,100 for a three year program.
FOREST LAKE. METHUEN (H. 2780)
Forest Lake located in Methuen is a Great Pond of the
Commonwealth with a total area of 55 acres and a mean depth ol 10
feet.
It is part of the drainage system of the Merrimack River, and is
easily accessible by public roads. There is a boat livery present with
numerous cottages, and a well developed Town Beach as well
many private beaches.
This Lake has been treated for aquatic nuisance control in past
years with much success. Forest Lake is also included in those
mentioned in Chapter 771 of the acts of 1968 and may receive some
treatment if future surveys show nuisance problems.
On July 14, 1969 a Biologist of the Department made a bio-survey
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of Forest Lake. The results of this survey showed that at that time
no aquatic nuisance control was necessary. This proposed legislation
is for future treatments and maintenance and the cost has been
estimated at $5,000 for the next three years.
CHARLES RIVER. MILFORD (H. 2789)
This legislation concerns the dredging and cleaning of the Charles
and its tributaries in the Town of Milford and should have been
Terred to the Division of Waterways for comment

LAKE SABBATIA AND WATSON POND, TAUNTON (H. 3037)
Lake Sabbatia has already been discussed above.
Watson Pond located in Taunton is a Great Pond with a total area
of 94 acres. It is a very shallow pond and supports all types of
aquatic nuisance vegetation. This pond is under the control of the
Department of Natural Resources who has initiated an enormous
expansion program at Watson Pond which includes a bathhouse for
the bathing area and a skating rink. The Department of Natural
Resources also has certain funds for limited aquatic weed control
work in Watson Pond.
Approximate cost of treatment for aquatic nuisance control has
been estimated at S 1 0.000 for a one year program and $20,000 for a
three year program.

LAKE ASHMLRE, HINSDALE and PERU (H. 3042)
Lake Ashmere located in the Towns of Hinsdale and Peru is a
Great Pond of the Commonwealth and drains into the Housatonic
River. It has a total area of 184 acres and a mean depth of 8 feet. It
is easily accessible by public road. Lake Ashmere was recently
acquired by the Department of Natural Resources.
All types of nuisance aquatic vegetation are present and control
' n st estimates have been set at $25,000 for a one year program and
3,000 for a three year program.

STILES POND. BOXFORD (H. 3044)
Stiles Pond located in Boxford is a Great Pond of the Commonwealth and has a total area of 60 acres with an average depth of 14
feet. This pond is part of the drainage system of the Parker River.
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The shoreline is heavily wooded but readily accessible by public
road.

Approximate treatment cost for aquatic nuisance control has been
estimated at $lO,OOO tor one year program and $20,000 fora three
year program.

PONTOOSUC

LAKE,

LANESBOROUGH

and

PITTSFIELD

(H. 3046)

Pontoosuc Lake, located in the City of Pittsfield and the Town
Lanesborough, has a total area of 505 acres and a mean depth of 15
feet. In recent years nuisance aquatic vegetation has grown in
abundance and is interfering with recreational activities. Dense
growths of aquatic vegetation are a hazard to bathers and extremely
dangerous to the young bather and water skier.
On October 8, 1969 a biologist of the Department made a
bio-engineering survey of this water body. The results of the survey
showed the predominant aquatic nuisance to be Myriophyllum
(Milfoil) which can be readily controlled with proper use of
herbicides.
It was estimated that approximately 70% of Pontoosuc Lake will
have to be treated at an approximate cost of $22,000. Follow up
treatments will cost approximately $lO,OOO providing that the
ecology of the Lake does not substantially change and new species
are not introduced.
NUTTING

LAKE

and

SHAWSHEEN

RIVER,

BILLERICA

(H. 3289)

Nutting Lake located in Billerica is a Great Pond of the
Commonwealth and has a total area of 67 acres with a mean depth of
5 feet. This pond is part of the drainage system of the Concord
River. Habitation is dense with a boat livery and a town beach. Both
these facilities are easily accessible by public roads.
The Town of Billerica is proposing to eliminate all
1
nutrient pollution to this lake by constructing a sewer system, Sucn
action should help considerably in reducing the growth of aquatic
nuisance vegetation.
Approximate treatment costs for control of aquatic nuisances
including algae has been estimated at S 10,000 for a one year program
and $20,000 for a three year program.
No studies have been made of the Shawsheen River in this area
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BILLINGTON

SEA, PLYMOUTH (H. 4946)
Billington Sea located in Plymouth is a Great Pond of the
Commonwealth. It is approximately 270 acres with a mean depth of
feet
This water body has a public access and a Town Park and is
heavily used for fishing, boating, and bathing.
A bio-engineering survey was made on August 22, 1969. The
results of this survey showed the predominant nuisance aquatic
vegetation to be Elodea (waterweed), Ispetes (quilwort), and algae
*r hese nuisances can be controlled by proper use of herbicides.
Approximate treatment costs have been estimated at 513.000 for
a one year program and 522.000 for a three year program.
This water body is included in Chapter 771 of the acts of 1968 as
amended. If a local contribution is made, Billington Sea will receive
some treatment for aquatic weed control in 1970.

SUMMARY AND RECOMMENDATIONS
To carry on an aquatic nuisance control program for one year in
18 ponds and lakes would require an appropriation of
approximately $165,000. The projected cost for a three year
program which would be two years of maintenance work would be
approximately 5265.000.
It is the belief of the Biologist of the Department of Public Health,
Division of Environmental Health, that a continuing program for
aquatic nuisance control must be established to obtain the full
benefit of such large expenditures.
Many of the Commonwealth’s approximately 1,100 Great Ponds
are suffering accelerated aging due to natural causes and man’s
continuous abuse of his environment. Of primary importance are
those nutrients of Nitrogen and Phosphorus found in high concentration in municipal sewage, industrial wastes, agricultural and urban
nmoff. septic tanks, and wastes from boats. These mineral nutrients
mulate the growth of obnoxious weeds which destroy water
quality and cut deeply into recreational usage of our Great Ponds by
interfering with swimming, boating, and fishing. As these problems
emerge other adverse affects may follow such as the closing of
beaches and a consequent reduction in value of shoreline property
and tourist trade.
The unfavorable publicity accompanying such reports of poor

the above
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recreational advantages can produce financial disaster to neighboring
communities who depend heavily and in some cases solely on
tourism for their citizens' economic stability and livelihood.
The long range solution to the growing threat of aging of our hikes
and ponds is, of course, the control of the eutrophic nutrients
nitrogen and phosphorus. This can be facilitated by effective
pollution control programs and expanded research programs to
develop practical methods for removal of nutrients. These latter
suggestions are by no means easily implemented because of the gre;#»
cost to the taxpayer, but the public must be aware of the
destruction to the environment and the price to be paid for its
restoration.
While the wheels of research are turning, short range solutions are
provided by the applications of chemicals which will control and/or
eliminate the obnoxious conditions caused by excessive growths of
aquatic weeds and algae. With such controls the public may continue
to enjoy recreation in our Great Ponds of the Commonwealth.
During the 1969 legislative session. House 5 137 "An Act Providing
for the Continuous Cleaning and Dredging of Harbors to Improve
Fishing and Boating and Establishing the Harbor Maintenance Fund”
was submitted for enactment. This legislation would have provided
that 1/12 of the gasoline tax, attributed to marine usage, be given to
the Department of Public Health, Division of Environmental Health,
for a continuing aquatic weed control program, H. 5137 was not
enacted into law.
It was unfortunate that this legislation was not approved since it
would have provided funds for a much needed continuing program in
the area of aquatic weed control. Such a program would provide for
laboratory and field support services which are essential tor the
proper execution of the program and the protection ol the public
health and safety.
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and

Sixty-nine

An Act Providing for a Continuous Program of Aquatic Nuisance
Control in the Department of Public Health and Establishing the
Aquatic Nuisance Control Fund.

1 Whereas, the deferred operation of this act would tend to
2 defeat its purpose which is to provide forthwith for the
3 control of nuisance aquatic vegetation in the waters of the
4 commonwealth and to establish the Aquatic Nuisance Con-5 trol Fund, therefore, it is hereby declared to be an emergency
6 law necessary for the immediate preservation of the public
7

health, safety and convenience.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in
General Court assembled and by the authority of the same, as
v 'Hows

SECTION 1. Chapter 40 of the General Laws is hereby
amended by inserting after clause 36b of Section 5 the
following

clause:
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8 Clause 36c. Any sums which may be
9

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18

19
20
21
11

23

24
25

26
27

28
29

30
31

credited under section 5
clause 36b of the General Laws and all sums received by the
commonwealth from the federal government, cities and
towns, and any other contributions on account of the
activities of the department relative to the continuous
program of aquatic nuisance control in the waters of the
commonwealth and for the purposes of clause 36b of
Section 5 of Chapter 40 of the General Laws; shall be
credited to a fund to be known as the Aquatic Nuisance ;
Control Fund. Said Aquatic Nuisance Control Fund, subject
to appropriation shall be used as follows:
(1) For the payment of the administration of a continuing
program of aquatic nuisance control in the division of
environmental health of the department of public health.
(2) for conducting research and development programs in the
area of aquatic nuisance control.
(3) for contract services relative to aquatic nuisance control
in waters of the commonwealth.
(4) for the reimbursement to cities and towns, so far as
possible for aquatic nuisance control projects, provided, such
projects have been approved in advance by the director of the
division of environmental health. Such reimbursement shall
not be more than seventy-five percent of the total cost of the
project nor less than fifty percent of the total cost.
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