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MEMORANDUM OF THE SECRETARY OF THE COM-
MONWEALTH PURSUANT TO GENERAL LAWS,
CHAPTER 3, SECTION 7, WITH RESPECT TO PETI-
TION OF MICHAEL P. ZITER, DAVE N. VIGNEAULT
AND OTHERS FOR LEGISLATION TO ESTABLISH
CERTAIN CATEGORIES OF TRUSTEES OF WILBRA-
HAM ACADEMY AND PROVIDING FOR THE MAN-
NER OF THEIR ELECTION AND THE DURATION OF
THEIR TERMS OF SERVICE.

March 10. 1970.

To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives:

The above named petition was transmitted to me by the Clerk of
the House of Representatives on January 8, 1970, with a request
for a memorandum.

Trustees of the Wesleyan Academy was incorporated under the
provisions of Chapter 80 of the Massachusetts Special Laws of 1823
on February 7, 1824. The following legislation has been enacted
relative to said corporation: Chapter 244 of the Mass. Special Laws
of 1848; Chapter 154 of the Mass. Special Laws of 1859; Chapter
106 of the Laws and Resolves of 1866; Chapter 25 of the Acts and

Resolves of 1893; and Chapter 73 of the Acts and Resolves of 1893.
On June 5, 1917 the corporation changed its name to Wilbraham
Academy in compliance with the provisions of Chapter 163 of the
Acts of 1908.

Section 1 of the bill before your honorable bodies recites the
following: Chapter twenty-five of the acts of eighteen hundred and
sixty-three is hereby repealed.

Section 2 of the bill recites that Term Trustees shall be not more
than twenty-five nor less than fifteen in number and shall be
elected by the Board of Trustees annually at the Commencement
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Meeting. Each year a class of not more than five Trustees shall be
elected to serve for a term of five years. The term of each such
Trustee shall commence and terminate on the day following
Commencement Day in the year of election and termination,
respectively.

A Term Trustee may be elected to succeed himself, but having
served two full terms, he may not be reelected to the Board as a
Term Trustee until at least one year shall have expired. The
provisions regarding succession shall not, at the time of the
adoption of this Act be applicable retroactively.

In any class having less than five Trustees in office, vacancies
may be filled by election at any regular or special meeting of the
Board, for the remainder of the term of such class. Elections shall
be by ballot and otherwise conducted as may be determined by the
Trustee.

Section 3 of the bill recites that Alumni Trustees shall be elected
one each year after the adoption of this Act to a total number of
five, each to serve for a period of five years. The term of each
Alumni Trustee shall commence and terminate on the day follow-
ing Commencement Day in the year of election and termination,
respectively. Trustees of this category shall be elected by the
Board, after having been accredited to it by a vote of the Alumni
Association. Alumni Trustees may not succeed themselves unless
elected to the Board in some other category of membership. In the
event that an Alumni Trustee shall for any reason vacate his office
before the expiration of his term, his place may be filled by another
alumnus whose name has been regularly proposed by the Nomi-
nating Committee and approved by vote of the Board. An Alumni
Trustee so elected may succeed himself for one full term.

Section 4 of the bill recites that Life Trustees may be elected by
a unanimous vote of the Board, up to a total number of five, and
may serve without term.

Section 5 of the bill recites that in addition, the Board may from
time to time elect members emeriti, without term, for among those
who have served the Board with distinction. Such members shall be
entitled to all the rights and privileges of regular membership
except that of voting.

Section 6 of the bill recites that the President of the Wilbraham
Academy Alumni Association and the Headmaster of the Academy
shall serve ex officio as members of the Board.
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Section 7 of the bill recites that all members of the Board except
members emeriti shall be entitled to one vote in person or by
proxy.

Section 8 of the bill recites that no current employee of the
Academy may be elected to membership on the Board.

Special legislation is required to effect the desired result.
Whether or not this chould be allowed is a matter of policy

within your exclusive jurisdiction, and this office expresses no
opinion on the merits of the bill. No fee is required to be paid by a
corporation of this type under the provisions of Chapter 3, Sec-
tion 7.

Respectfully submitted

JOHN F. X. DAVOREN,
Secretary of the Commonwealth.
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By Mr. Vigneault of Springfield, petition of Michael P. Ziter, Dave N.
Vigneault and others for legislation to establish certain categories of trustees
of Wilbraham Academy and providing for the manner of their election and the
duration of their terms of service. Education.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Seventy.

An Act establishing three categories of trustees of wilbra-
ham ACADEMY, AND PROVIDING FOR THE MANNER OF THEIR
ELECTION AND THE DURATION OF THEIR TERMS OF SERVICE.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in
General Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as
folloius:

1 Section 1. Chapter twenty-five of the acts of eighteen
2 hundred and sixty-three is hereby repealed.

1 Section 2. Term trustees shall be not more than twenty-
-2 five nor less than fifteen in number and shall be elected by
3 the board of trustees annually at the commencement meet-
-4 ing. Each year a class of not more than five trustees shall be
5 elected to serve for a term of five years. The term of each
6 such trustee shall commence and terminate on the day
7 following commencement day in the year of election and
8 termination, respectively.
9 A term trustee may be elected to succeed himself, but

10 having served two full terms, he may not be reelected to the
11 board as a term trustee until at least one year shall have
12 expired. The provisions regarding sucession shall not at, the
13 time of the adoption of this act be applicable retroactively.
14 In any class having less than five trustees in office, vacan-
-15 cies may be filled by election at any regular or special
16 meeting of the board, for the remainder of the term of such
17 class. Elections shall be by ballot and otherwise conducted as
18 may be determined by the trustee.
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1 Section 3. Alumni trustees shall be elected one each year
2 after the adoption of this act to a total number of five, each
3 to serve for a period of five years. The term of each alumni
4 trustee shall commence and terminate on the day following
5 commencement day in the year of election and termination,
6 respectively. Trustees of this category shall be elected by the
7 board, after having been accredited to it by a vote of the
8 Alumni Association. Alumni trustees may not succeed them-
-9 selves unless elected to the board in some other category of

10 membership. In the event that an alumni trustee shall for
11 any reason vacate his office before the expiration of his term,
12 his place may be filled by another alumnus whose name has
13 been regularly proposed by the nominating committee and
14 approved by vote of the board. An alumni trustee so elected
15 may succeed himself for one full term.

1 Section 4. Life trustees may be elected by a unanimous
2 vote of the board, up to a total number of five, and may serve
3 without term.

1 Section 5. In addition, the board may from time to time
2 elect members emeriti, without term, from among those who
3 have served the board with distinction. Such members shall
4 be entitled to all the rights and privileges of regular member-
-5 ship except that of voting.

1 Section 6. The president of the Wilbraham Academy
2 Alumni Association and the headmaster of the academy shall
3 serve ex officio as members of the board.

1 Section 7. All members of the board except members
2 emeriti shall be entitled to one vote in person or by proxy.

1 Section 8. No current employee of the academy may be
2 elected to membership on the board.








