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To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives:

I am returning, herewith, without my approval, House Bill No.
4226 entitled “An Act further regulating the transfer to other loca-
tions of licenses for the sale of alcoholic beverages.”

Section 15A of Chapter 138 requires applicants for transfers of
licenses for the sale of alcoholic beverages to publish a notice of
their intentions, notify the abutters of the proposed transfer, and,
if objection is made, to participate in a hearing before the local
licensing authority.

House Bill No. 4226 would eliminate these requirements if the
transfer of the license was to a new building constructed or to be
constructed on the same parcel of land where the licensed premises
are located, provided the new building bears the same street number
as the licensed premises.

Regardless of the fact that the new licensed premises may be
constructed on the same lot, it may be on a different location of that
lot, and, therefore, become a serious imposition on abutters. In
addition, the new building may provide much larger facilities for the
dispensing of food and drink, causing problems of noise and parking.
If either situation were the case, the abutter ought to have an op-
portunity to set forth his protest at a hearing.

Furthermore, the procedures set forth in the law are relatively
simple and not especially burdensome to the license holder. I can
see no reason for denying the abutters the right to a public hearing
before their local licensing authority. This right may be most im-
portant to them, and is but a minor inconvenience to the license
holder.

For the above reasons I cannot, in good conscience, approve the
measure and I return this bill without my approval.

Respectfully submitted
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FRANCIS W. SARGENT.
Acting Governor of the Commonwealth.




