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House of Representatives April 1, 1970.
The committees on Rules of the two branches, acting concur-

rently, to whom was referred the Order (filed by Mr. Bartley of
Holyoke) relative to the appointment of a joint special committee
to make an investigation and study of the system for the admin-
istration of justice in the Commonwealth and the ways and means
for reforming and improving the judicial system (House, No. 5271),
report that the same ought to be adopted.

For the committee

PAUL MURPHY.
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1 Ordered, That a special committee, to consist of six members
2 of the senate to be appointed by the president thereof, three of
3 whom shall be members of the majority party and three of whom
4 shall be members of the minority party, and ten members of the
5 house of representatives to be appointed by the speaker thereof,
6 five of whom shall be members of the majority party and five of
7 whom shall be members of the minority part}", is hereby estab-
-8 lished for the purpose of making an investigation and study of
9 the present system of the administration of justice in the com-

10 monwealth and the ways and means for reforming and other-
-11 wise improving the judicial system of the commonwealth.
12 Said committee shall, in the course of its investigation and
13 study, consider the following:
14 (1) The existing structure and organization of the judicial
15 system within the commonwealth and determine what changes,
16 if any, may be necessary to achieve a more efficient, effective
17 and equitable judicial branch of government.
18 (2) The appointment and selection of the judiciary and all
19 judicial personnel to determine what changes, if any, including
20 the popular election of judges, may be needed to improve the
21 quality, efficiency and calibre of judges and other judicial per-
-22 sonnel;

23 (3) The adequacy of the number of judges in each of the courts
24 within the judicial system and the adequacy of existing law and
25 standards concerning their duties, jurisdiction, tenure and re-
-26 moval;

27 (4) The adequacy of the existing salary structure for judges
28 and all other judicial personnel;
29 (5) The adequacy of the existing courthouse facilities and
30 quarters for the public as well as for judges and other judicial
31 personnel, and determine what physical changes, if any, may
32 be needed immediately and in the future to eliminate unsuitable
33 accommodations, overcrowding and physical delays;
34 (6) The rules and procedures of all of the courts in the judicial
35 system and determine wThat changes, if any, including the ap-
-36 plication of modern electronic and computer equipment may be
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37 prudently made to eliminate the continual backlog of civil and
38 criminal cases and otherwise expedite and simplify the admin-
-39 istration of justice in the commonwealth.
40 (7) The administrative, statutory, or constitutional amend-
-41 ment changes and reforms that are necessary to achieve im-
-42 provements in the administration of justice in the common-
-43 wealth; and
44 (8) Any other matter related, directly or indirectly, to the
45 operation and functioning of the judiciary or the administra-
-46 tion of justice in the commonwealth.
47 Said committee shall be provided with quarters in the state
48 house or elsewhere, may travel within or without the common-
-49 wealth, and may expend for legal, clerical and other services
50 and expenses such sums as may be appropriated therefor. Said
51 committee may require by summons the attendance and testi-
-52 mony under oath of witnesses and the production of books and
53 papers.
54 Said committee may call upon officials of the commonwealth
55 or its various subdivisions, and may also call upon officials of
56 the federal government and its various agencies and depart-
-57 ments for such information as it may desire in the course of its
58 investigation and study. Said committee may accept and ex-
-59 pend any grants or gifts of money, professional services, con-
-60 sultant services, clerical and other services and supplies from
61 the federal government or any other private or public source in
62 the course of its investigation and study.
63 Said committee shall report to the general court the results
64 of its investigation and study, and its recommendations, if any,
65 together with drafts of legislation necessary to carry its recom-
-66 mendations into effect, by filing the same with the clerk of the
67 house of representatives from time to time, but shall file its
68 final report on or before December thirty-first, nineteen hun-
-69 dred and seventy-one.




