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House of Representatives, May 27, 1970.
The committee on the Judiciary, to whom was referred so much

of the annual report of the Judicial Council (Pub. Doc. No. 144) as
relates to providing that an appeal shall be allowed to the Supreme
Judicial Court from a disposition of probation or a suspended sen-
tence where probation has been given (pages 70-76), report the
accompanying bill (House, No. 5494).

For the committee,

CORNELIUS F. KIERNAN.

Che Commontoealth of Massachusetts
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Seventy.

An Act relative to appeals to the supreme judicial court in
CRIMINAL CASES.

1 Chapter 279 of the General Laws is hereby amended by insert-
-2 ing after section 1A the following section:
3 Section 18. A disposition by the court after a finding, verdict,
4 or plea of guilty in a criminal action of probation only; or a
5 disposition by the court after such finding, or plea of guilty by
6 the imposition of a sentence or fine, and the suspension thereof,
7 or of the sentence or the fine, followed by probation shall, for the
8 purpose of an appeal by the defendant who has been found
9 guilty or who has pleaded guilty, and for no other purpose, be

10 deemed to be a final judgment regardless of the suspension of
11 any sentence or fine, and regardless of the lack of any sentence of
12 incarceration or the payment of any fine. It is the intent of the
13 general court that the decision of the comt requiring a defendant
14 after a finding, verdict, or plea of guilty, to submit to the au-
-15 thority of the probation system, and its officers, shall be deemed
16 to be a final judgment which will support an appeal in the manner
17 otherwise authorized by law, to the supreme judicial court.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in
General Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as
follows:
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