
House of Representatives, May 19, 1970.

The committee on Urban Affairs, to whom were referred the
petition (accompanied by bill, House, No. 582) of Robert H, Quinn
(Attorney General) and James F. Hart relative to assisting com-
munities in developing comprehensive programs for the enforcement
of sanitary code housing standards and in reimbursing communities
for salaries to be paid thereunder; and the petition (accompanied by
bill, House, No. 2263) of John W. Sears and Maurice E. Frye, Jr., that
cities and towns be granted financial aid for demolishing unsafe
structures and carrying out code enforcement programs in con-
nection with urban renewal, report the accompanying bill (House,
No. 5642).

For the committee,

DAVID S. LIEDERMAN.
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AN ACT TO ASSIST COMMUNITIES IN DEVELOPING COMPREHENSIVE
PROGRAMS FOR THE ENFORCEMENT OF SANITARY CODE HOUSING
STANDARDS AND IN REIMBURSING COMMUNITIES. t-

Be it eneacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in
General Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as
follows:

1 SECTION 1. Chapter 111 of the General Laws is hereby
2 amended by inserting after section 127 the following new
3 sections:
4 Section 128. Every town shall be entitled to reimbursement
5 from the commonwealth to an amount equal to fifty per cent of r
6 certain expenditures incurred by it in implementing in that town
7 a comprehensive enforcement program of the provisions of the
8 minimum standards of fitness for human habitation of the state
9 sanitary code, or of such additional standards of its own. In order
10 to qualify for such reimbursement, a town shall, before incurring
11 any expenses reimbursable under this section, submit to the
12 commissioner of public health an itemized statement of all
13 proposed salaries of registered sanitarians, and other qualified
14 inspection personnel, including supervisors, but of not more than
15 one such person for each eighteen thousand inhabitants or major £

16 fraction thereof, in that town, as determined by the last state or
17 federal census.
18 Section 128A. The commissioner of public health shall pro-
-19 mulgate and may from time to time amend rules and regulations
20 for implementing the provisions of section one hundred and
21 twenty-eight.
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Seventy.

1 SECTION 2. The provisions for reimbursement contained in
2 section one of this act shall become effective with respect to any
3 town from and after the date its comprehensive enforcement
4 program has been approved by the commissioner of public health. *
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5 No such program shall be approved unless it includes plans for its
6 completion within three years from the date of its approval by
7 the commissioner of public health. Provided; that, a plan may be
8 extended, renewed or modified with the approval of the
9 commissioner of public health if he is satisfied that such approval

10 would help effectuate the purposes of this act.

1 SECTION 3. Such funds as may be necessary for the
2 performance of the duties imposed under the act upon the
3 commissioner of public health and upon the department of public
4 health shall be annually appropriated to that department.

1 SECTION 4. Chapter 1218 of the Acts of 1969 is hereby
2 amended by inserting after section 59 the following new sec-
-3 tion 60:
4 The commonwealth, acting by and through the department of
5 community affairs, may contract with the cities and towns of the
6 commonwealth, acting by and through, in cities having a Plan D
7 or E charter, the city manager and in other cities the mayor and
8 in towns the selectmen, to provide financial assistance in
9 demolishing structures determined to be structurally unsound or

10 unsafe for human habitation or in carrying out programs of
1 1 concentrated code enforcement in deteriorated or deteriorating
12 areas in which such enforcement, together with those public
13 improvements to be provided by the city or town, may be
14 expected to arrest decline of the area. Such state financial
15 assistance may be provided only in cases where financial
16 assistance is also being provided under sections one hundred and
17 sixteen or one hundred and seventeen of Title I of the Federal
18 Housing Act of 1949, as amended. Such state financial assistance
19 shall amount to one half of the cost not met by the federal
20 financial assistance. Contracts shall not be made by said depart-
-21 ment of community affairs under this act incurring obligations on
22 the part of the commonwealth in excess of such appropriation or
23 appropriations as may be made for the purposes of this act.
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