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House of Representatives, May 20, 1970.

The committee on Urban Affairs, to whom recommitted the
petition (accompanied by bill, House, No. 4749) of Charles F.
Flaherty, Jr., for legislation to establish a building code advisory
council, a building code commission and a state construction review
board and providing for the establishment of a uniform state building
code; and to whom was referred the petition of Pliny Norcross, 3rd,
Bruce H. Zeiser and Martin A. Linsky for legislation to alleviate
housing needs and costs through the provision of reasonable
construction standards for all communities, and to reorganize the law
as it pertains to the regulation and inspection of buildings, report the
accompanying bill (House, No. 5668).

For the committee,

BRUCE H. ZEISER.

HOUSE No. 5668
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AN ACT TO ALLEVIATE HOUSING NEEDS AND COSTS THROUGH THE
PROVISION OF REASONABLE CONSTRUCTION STANDARDS FOR
ALL COMMUNITIES, AND TO REORGANIZE THE LAW AS IT PER-
TAINS TO THE REGULATION AND INSPECTION OF BUILDINGS.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in
General Court assembled , and by the authority of the same, as
follows:

1 SECTION 1. The General Laws are hereby amended by
2 striking out chapter 143 of the General Laws and inserting in
3 place thereof the following chapter under the following
4 caption:
5

(

7 Promulgation of state building code; inspection and
8 regulation of, and licenses for, buildings, elevators, cinemato-
-9 graphs and recreational tramways.

10 GENERAL PROVISIONS
11 Section I. In this chapter the following terms, unless a
12 contrary meaning is required by the context or is specifically
13 prescribed, shall have the following meanings:
14 “Alteration”, change in or addition to a building which
15 reduces the means of exit or fire resistance or changes itsf
16 structural support, use or occupancy.
17 “Building”, a combination of any materials, whether
18 : portable or fixed, having a roof, to form a structure for the
19 shelter of persons, animals or property. For the purpose of
20 this definition “roof” shall include an awning or any similar
21 covering, whether or not permanent in nature. The word
22 “building” shall be construed where the context requires as
23 though followed by the words “or part or parts thereof’.
24 “Commission”, the state building code commission as
25 established by section 2of this chapter. (
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Seventy

6 CHAPTER 143.
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“Commissioner”, the commissioner of public safety.26
“Day care services for children”, the services of any

institution or place whether known as a day nursery, nursery
school, kindergarten, child play school, progressive school or
preschool, or under any other name, except a Sunday school
conducted by a church or a summer recreation camp, which
receives for temporary custody, with or without stated
educational purposes during part or all of the day apart from
their parents, three or more children under seven years of age
and not of common parentage, separate and apart from their
parents. The term “day care services for children” shall
not include: (1) services of kindergartens or nursery schools
operating as a part of organized educational systems and;
(2) services of kindergartens or nursery schools operated by a
state agency, provided such agency certifies annually to the
department of public health that its services are in accord
with the minimum requirements specified in section sixty of
chapter one hundred and eleven.

27
28
29
30
31
i

33
34
35
36
37
38
39
40
41
42
43
44 “Department”, department of public safety.
45 “Inspector”, an inspector in the division of inspection of

the department, except when qualified by the word “local”,
whereupon it shall mean the inspector of buildings of a city,
town or district established in section ten of this chapter.

46
47
48
49 “Institution”, any hospital, sanatorium, convalescent or

nursing home, infirmary maintained in a city or town, private
infirmary, rest home or charitable home for the aged,
licensed by and under the supervision of the department of
public health; any hospital, sanatorium or establishment,
public or private, licensed by and under the suppervision of
the department of mental health under the provisions of
section forty of chapter one hundred and twenty-three; and
any building used or occupied for the purpose of providing
group care therein by any children’s foster care agency
licensed by the department of public welfare under the
provisions of section fifteen of chapter one hundred and
nineteen.

50
51
52
53
54
55
56
57
58
59
60
61
62 “Miscellaneous hall”, a building or part thereof containing

assembly hall with a seating capacity of not more than four
hundred, a society hall, or a hall in a public or private school
building.

63
64
65

“Place of assembly”, any building designed, constructed,66
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67 reconstructed, remodeled, altered, used or intended to be
68 used, for fifty or more persons to assemble therein for any of
69 the following: - Dance halls; cabarets; restaurants, including
70 the type of restaurant commonly known as a night club; all
71 places in which alcoholic beverages are sold or for sale to be
72 consumed on the premises; any room or space used for public

private banquets, feasts, dances, socials, card parties
74 weddings or religious services except in the case of funerals in £

1 meeting halls or rooms; skatir
6 rinks; gymnasiums; swimming pools; billard, pool, bowli

105 “Specialized codes”, building codes, rules or regulations I

11 with a seating capacity of more than four

‘Public hall”, any building or part thereof, except

91 hundred and used for public gatherings and for such
92 entertainments, not requiring the use of scenery and other
93 stage appliances, as the licensing officer may approve.

89 theatres, churches, synagogues and sc

94 “Repair”, the reconstruction or renewal of a building or *

95 part thereof damaged by fire or other cause.
96 “Special hall”, a building or part thereof containing an
97 assembly hall with a seating capacity of more than four
98 hundred which may be used for occasional performances for
99 the entertainment of spectators, or, with the approval of the

100 department, for continuous performances for the entertain-
101 ment thereof in any year between June twentieth and
102 September twentieth, with the use of scenery, under such
103 conditions as the licensing officer shall direct, and for public
104 gatherings.
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i

106 pertaining to building construction, reconstruction, alter-
ation, repair or demolition promulgated by and under the
authority of the various boards which have been authorized
from time to time by the great and general court.

107
108
109

“Story”, any horizontal portion through a building
between floor and ceiling of which the ceiling is six feet or
more above the average grade of the sidewalk or ground
adjoining.

110
111
! 12
113

“Structure”, a combination of materials assembled at a
fixed location to give support or shelter, such as a building,
framework, retaining wall, tent, reviewing stand, platform,
bin, fence, sign, flagpole, mast for radio antenna or the like.
The word “structure” shall be construed, where the context
allows, as though followed by the words “or part or parts
thereof”.

114
115
116
117
118
1 19
120

“Supervisor of plans”, a building inspector of the division
of inspection of the department designated by the commis-
sioner to receive plans and specifications in accordance with
sections twenty-four and twenty-five of this chapter, and to
act officially upon them under the direction of the chief of
inspections of the department.

121
122
123
124
125
126
127 “Theatre”, a building or part therof in which it is intended

to make a business of the presentation of performances for
the entertainment of spectators, which has a seating capacity
of more than four hundred, with a stage which can be used
for scenery and other appliances.

128
129
130
131

Section 2. There shall be a state building code commission
in the department of community affairs but not subject to its
control, created in order to establish reasonable safeguards
for the security, welfare and safety of the occupants and
users of buildings and structures, and, at the same time, to
promote the use of economical and modern construction
techniques, methods materials and devices in every city and
town throughout the Commonwealth. The commission shall
consist of eleven members. Eight members shall be appointed
by the governor. Said members shall be designated in their
original appointments to serve three of them for two years,
three of them for four years and the remaining two for six
years. Upon the expiration of the term of a member his

32

133
34

135
136
137
138
139
140
141
142
143
144
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(

145 successor shall be appointed by the governor for a term of six
years. At least one member shall be a registered architect,
two members registered professional engineers, one member a
building owner, one member a representative of building
trades unions, one member a building contractor, one
member a local building official, and one member of the
general public. The commissioner of community affairs or his
designate, the state fire marshal or his designate and the chief
of inspection of the department of public safety shall be
ex-officio members of the commission.

146
147
148
149
150
151
152
153
154
155 Any member of the commission may be removed by the

governor for inefficiency, neglect of duty, misconduct or
malfeasance in office, after being given a written statement of
the charges and an opportunity to be heard thereon.
Vacancies shall be filled for an unexpired term in the same
manner as appointments are made.

156
157
158
159
160

No member shall act as a member of the commission, or
vote as such, in connection with any matter as to which his
private right, distinct from the public interest, is concerned.

161
162
163

A majority of the members of the commission shall
constitute a quorum for the purpose of conducting business,
but a lesser number may adjourn from time to time.

164
165
166

A chairman and vice chairman shall be chosen by the
members of the commission to serve in such a capacity for
not more than two consecutive years.

167
168
169
170 Each member of the commission shall be paid fifty dollars

for each day while in actual performance of his duties as
such, but not exceeding two thousand dollars in any fiscal
year, except that such limit shall not apply for three years
immediately following the effective date of this act, and shall
also receive all expenses necessarily incurred in connection
with official duties.

171
172
173
174
175
176
177 Section 3. The commission is authorized and empowered:
178 (a) To formulate, propose, adopt and amend rules and

regulations relating to the construction, reconstruction,
alteration, repair, demolition, removal, use or occupancy and
to the standards of materials to be used in such construction,
reconstruction, alteration, repair, demolition, removal, use or
occupancy of all buildings, or classes of buildings, or the

179
180
181
182
183
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installation of equipment therein, and to prescribe standards
or requirements for materials to be used in connection
therewith, including provisions for safety and sanitary condi-
tions. Such rule and regulations shall comprise and be
collectively known as the state building code.

184
185
186
187
188

(b) To subpoena witnesses, take testimony, compel pro-
duction of books and records and to hold public hearings.
The commission may designate one or more of its members
to hold special public hearings and report on such hearings to
the commission.

189
190
191
192
193
194 (c) To continually study the operation of the state

building code, local building regulations and other laws
relating to the construction of buildings to ascertain their
effects upon the cost of building construction and effective-
ness of their provisions for healty, safety and security.

195
196
197
198
199 (d) To recommend tests and approvals or require the

testing and approval, including the specification of test
criteria and conditions, of materials, devices, and methods of
construction, either upon the commission’s own initiative or
at the request of the manufacturer, builder or architect, to
ascertain their acceptability under the requirements of the
state building code and issue certification of such accepta-
bility.

200
201
202
203
204
205
206

( e) To use experts, consultants, technical advisors and
advisory committees for assistance and recommendations

207
208
209 and promulgation of the state

the commission in carrying out
relative to the formulation
building code, and to assist
the purposes of this chapter.

210
211
212 and from time to time alter and

;anization and internal manage-
if) To make and establish

amend rules for its own oq213
214 ment, and for such other purposes as may be necessary,

desirable or proper in carrying out its powers and duties
under this chapter.

215
216
217 (g) To appoint and remove its own staff and prescribe

duties of such employees and fix their compensation within
the limitations of appropriations provided therefor.

218
219

Section 4. The state building code shall be designed to
effectuate the general purposes of this chapter and the

220
221
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■m specific objectives and standards hereinafter set forth:
223 (a) To provide reasonably uniform standards and require-

ments for construction and construction materials, consonant
with accepted standards of engineering and fire-prevention
practices. To effectuate this objective the commission shall
consider the adoption of all or part of one of the nationally
recognized building codes.

224
225
226
227
228
229 (b) To formulate such standards and requirements, so far

as may be practicable, in terms of performance objectives, so *

as to make adequate performance for the use intended the
test of acceptability.

230
231
232

(c) To permit to the fullest extent feasible, use of modern
technical methods, devices and improvements which tend to
reduce the cost of construction without substantial affecting
reasonable requirements for the health, safety and security of
the occupants or users of buildings.

233
234
235
236
237
238 (d) To encourage, so far as may be practicable, the

standardization of construction practices, methods, equip-239
ment, material and techniques. (240

(e) To eliminate restrictive, obsolete, conflicting and
unnecessary building regulations and requirements which
tend to increase unnecessarily construction costs or retard
unnecessarily the use of new materials, or provide unwarrant-
ed preferential treatment to types of classes of materials,
products or methods of construction.

241
242
243
244
245
246

(f) To incorporate any special requirements for the
rehabilitation and maintenance of existing buildings.

247
248
249 Section 5. Within one year of the date of qualification of

its members, the commission shall commehce to hold public I
hearings on the adoption or promulgation of a state building
code. There shall be one such hearing in each of Boston,
Worcester and Springfield. The commission shall give notice
of such public hearings to the commissioner of public safety,
the commissioner of community affairs, each local building
inspector and other such individuals or organizations, both
within and without the commonwealth, as have, in he
opinion of the commission, concern with promulgation of
such code. Notice of each such public hearing shall also be

250
251
252
253
254
255
256
257
258
259

published in at least one newspaper in each of the cities of260 I
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)

Boston, Worcester, Springfiled, Fall River, Lowell, Lynn and
Pittsfield at least ten days, but not more than twenty days,
before each such hearing.

261
262
263

At the conclusion of said public hearings, and within two
years of the date of qualification of its members, the
commission shall adopt or promulgate the state building code
by filing a certified original of said code, signed by at least
two-thirds of the members of the commission, with the
secretary of state of the commonwealth. Upon such filing
with the secretary of state, the building code shall be binding
upon every city and town except as hereinafter provided. A
copy of the code so adopted or promulgated shall be sent by
the commission to each local building inspector. Additional
copies of the code shall be made available to cities and towns
and the general public at a reasonable price, to be set by the
commission, to help defray the costs of compilation and
publication. The great and general court shall appropriate
such additional funds as are necessary to publish the code at
reasonable intervals of time.

264
265
266
267
268
269
270
271
272
273
274
275
276
11l
278
279
280 The commission, or any city or town may propose

amendments to the code. Public hearings shall be held at
Boston in May and October and at such other times and
places as the commission may determine, to consider peti-
tions for such amendments. Notice requirements for these
public hearings shall be in accordance with the promulgation
procedure set forth in the first paragraph of this section. The
subject matter of the petitions to be considered shall be
indicated in all the required notices. Adoption of any
amendment to the state code shall occur upon an affirmative
vote by two-thirds of the members of the commission at a
regularly convened meeting within three months of the final
public hearing on the given amendment. Upon filing with the
secretary of state, such an amendment shall be binding upon
all cities and towns which have previously adopted the state
building code. The commission shall send a copy of any
amendments to each local building inspector within thirty
days after their adoption.

281
282
283
284
285
286
287
288
289
290
291
292

293
294
295
296
297

Section 6. Every city or town which has not accepted the
state building code, subject to the provisions of its charter

298
299
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and of any amendment thereto, and of any special law,
relative to the enactment of ordinances, and every town, for
the prevention of fire and the preservation of life, health and
morals, by ordinances or by-laws consistent with law and
applicable throughout the whole or any defined part of its
territory, may regulate the inspection, materials, construct-
ion, alteration, repair, demolition, removal, height, area,
location and use, and may require permits or licenses
therefor, of buildings and other structures within its limits,
except bridges, quays and wharves, and may prescribe
penalties not exceeding one hundred dollars for every
violation of such ordinances or by-laws; provided, that in
regulating the area of such buildings or structures no
provision of any ordinance or by-law shall be valid which
requires the floor area of the living space of a single-family
residential building to be greater than seven hundred and
sixty-eight square feet. Regulations issued by such a city or
town, however, shall not become effective unless approved in
writing by the commission, which shall grant such approval
only upon finding that said regulations are not arbitrary,
unreasonable, inimical to uniformity, contrary to accepted
professional or engineering practices, or contrary to the
policy and purposes of this chapter. All amendments to any
approved local building regulations must be similarly ap-
proved by the commission. The commission shall, at least
once every five years, review all local building regulations for
continued compliance with the standards set forth in this
paragraph, and shall revoke approval of any part of such local
regulation as shall have ceased to comply with such stand-
ards. The city or town notified of such revocation shall have
six months to revise its regulations in compliance with the
above standards. Any city or town failing to so revise its local
regulations shall be deemed to have accepted the state
building code in lieu of all local building construction
regulations.

300
301
302
303
304
305
306
307
308
309
310
311
312
313
314
315
316
317
318
319
320
321
322
323
324
325
326
327
328
329
330
331
332
333
334

The state building code shall go into full force and effect
ninety days after filing with the secretary of state in all cities
and towns which have no local building construction regula-
tions. In cities and towns which have such regulations in

335
336
337
338
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339 torce ninety days after the original filing of the state building
code with the secretary of state said local regulations shall
remain in force until such city or town approves the state
building code in lieu of such local regulations; or until the
commission finds such local regulations to be arbitrary,
unreasonable, inimical to uniformity, contrary to accepted
professional or engineering practices, or contrary to the
policy and purposes of this chapter, at which time said city
or town shall be deemed to have adopted the state building
code. The commission shall review all local building regula-
tions as soon as possible after the promulgation of the state
building code but in no case later than one year after filing of
the state code with the secretary of state.

340
341
342
343
344
345
346
347
348
349
350
351
352 Any city or town which has accepted or is subject to the

state building code may withdraw from the application of
said code, provided it has promulgated local regulations
which have been approved by the commission in accordance
with this section.

353
354
355
356
357 Section 6 (a). Use of materials, devices and methods of

construction which have been certified in accordance with
section three (d) of this chapter are deemed acceptable under
the building code regulations of all cities and towns regardless
of whether the state building code has been adopted by the
given locality. The commission shall notify all local inspec-
tors of all newly approved materials, devices and methods of
construction, with a report of such approvals being made
available to the general public at least every six months.

358
359
360
361
362
363
364
365

Section 7. The state building code shall include those
specialized construction codes, rules or regulations pertaining
to building construction, reconstruction, alteration, repair or
demolition promulgated by and under the authority of the
various boards which have been authorized from time to time
by the great and general court. The specialized codes referred
to in this section shall include, but not necessarily be
exclusive of, the state plumbing code, electrical code, fire
safety code and elevator code.

366
367
368
369
370
371
372
373
374

Section 8. The legislative body of any city or the board of
selectmen of any town which has adopted or is subject to the
state building code, by resolution duly enacted or adopted,

375
376
377
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may recommend to the commission the adoption ofrules and
regulations imposing a higher or more restrictive standards
for construction in such city or town than provided generally
for by the state building code.

12

I

t

t

t

If the commission finds that such higher or more restric-
tive standards are reasonably necessary because of special
hardship conditions prevailing within the given city or town
and that such standards conform with accepted engineering
and fire prevention practices and the purposes of this
chapter, the commission may adopt such rules or regulations,
in whole or part. The commission shall have the power to
limit the term or duration of such regulation or rules, impose
conditions in connection with the adoption thereof, and to
terminate such rule and regulations at such times, and in such
manner as the commission may deem necessary, desirable or
proper. Such rules and regulations shall be applicable only to
those cities and towns which specifically seek their adoption.

388
389
390
391
392
393
394

Section 9. The mayor or board of selectmen in each city or
town shall at least one month prior to the promulgation of
the state building code, employ as many officers as reason-
ably necessary to administer those portions of the state
building code, or approved local regulations, which are not
already administered by other authorized officials. This
officer shall be known as the “local inspector”. Appoint-
ments to the office of inspector of buildings shall be subject
to the provisions of Chapter 31, General Laws; and notwith-
standing any by-law, ordinance, law or rule to the contrary
providing for a term of office the incumbent of such office
and position shall only be removed therefrom in accordance
with the provisions of Chapter 31 General Laws. Each
inspector shall have at least five years experience in the
supervision of building construction or design. He shall be
generally informed as to the quality and strength of building
materials, the accepted requirements of building construc-
tion, good practice in fire prevention, accepted requirements
regarding light and ventilation, and the accepted require-
ments for safe exit facilities and other equipment essential
for the safety, comfort and convenience for the occupants of
a building. All local inspectors in office at the effective data

395
396
397
398
399
400
401
402
403
404
405
406
407
408
409
410
411
412
413
414
415
416
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of this act shall be deemed as qualified under this section.
Two or more communities which have adopted the state
building code may combine in the appointment of a local
inspector.

417
418
419
420

The commission, after consultation with the department
of community affairs, shall arrange for the preparation and
administration of an annual educational program designed to
train and assist all inspectors of buildings in carrying out their
responsibilities. Regular attendance at these meetings shall be
required of all state and local inspectors, including those
inspectors which are authorized by the authority of the
various boards in the department of public safety. The
commission shall arrange for an initial educational program,
specifically designed to acquaint all inspectors with the state
building code. This program shall be implemented no later
than the effective date of the state building code. Funds for
such programs shall be allocated by the great and general
court.

421
422
423
424
425
426
427
428
429
430
431
432
433
434

Section 10. The state commissioner of public safety, by
previous laws and by this provision, is authorized to establish
a state division of building inspection which shall consist of a
number of inspectors who shall be appointed by the state
commissioner. A candidate for the position of state inspector
shall met requirements established by the state building code
commission. All state inspectors in office at the effective date
of this act shall be deemed as qualified under this section.
The commissioner shall designate one inspector as “chief of
inspections”.

435
436
437
438
439
440
441
442
443
444

It shall be the duty of the state division of building code
inspection to make periodic reviews of all local building
inspection techniques, giving advice as to means of improve-
ment in local procedures. Reports of such reviews shall be
filed with the building code commission. In the event that a
city or town shall be without a local inspector, the building
code commission may direct a state inspector to temporarily
fulfill the duties of the local inspector. State division of
building inspection shall be responsible for overseeing the
inspection of churches, theatres, special halls, public halls,
schoolhouses and buildings owned or occupied by the

445
446
447
448
449
450
451
452
453
454
455
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commonwealth or by any county, and hospitals, sanatoria,
convalescent or nursing homes, infirmaries maintained in a
city or town, private infirmaries, rest homes or charitable
homes for the aged, licensed by and under the supervision of
the department of health, buildings used or occupied for the
purpose of providing group care therein by any children’s
foster care agency licensed by the department of public
welfare under the provisions of chapter one hundred and
nineteen, hotels, family hotels, grandstands, stadia, bleachers
or arenas, in accordance with regulations established by the
commission.

456
457
458
459
460
461
462
463
464
465
466

Section 11. In every city or town the state building code
or state approved local regulations, or local regulations
pending the approval of the commission during the period
immediately after the promulgation of the state code, which
pertain to buildings and structures shall, unless otherwise
provided, be enforced by the local inspector or inspectors of
such city or town and the term “inspector” as used in
sections seventy-nine and eighty, shall include the local
inspector of buildings, and shall be enforced in accordance
with the regulations authorized by section seventy-eight.

467
468
469
470
471
472
473
474
475
476
477 Section 12. The local inspector of buildings, immediately

upon being informed by report or otherwise that a building
or other structure or anything attached to or connected
therewith in that city or town is dangerous to life or limb or
that any building in that city or town is unused, uninhabited
or abandoned, and open to the weather, shall inspect the
same; and he shall forthwith in writing notify the owner,
lessee or mortgagee in possession to remove it or make it sate
if it appears to him to be dangerous, or to make it secure if it
is unused, uninhabited or abandoned, and open to the
weather. If it appears that such structure would be specially
unsafe in case of fire, it shall be deemed dangerous within the
meaning hereof, and the local inspector of buildings may
affix in a conspicuous place upon its exterior walls a notice
of its dangerous condition, which shall not be removed or
defaced without authority from him. If an owner, lessee or
mortgagee in possession lives out of the commonwealth, the

478
479
480
481
482
483
484
485
486
487
488
489
490
491
492
493
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notice required by this paragraph may be served upon him by
a notary public, whose certificate of service under his notarial
seal shall be sufficient evidence thereof.

494
495
496

Section 12. Any person so notified shall be allowed until
twelve o’clock noon of the day following the service of the
notice in which to begin to remove such structure or make it
safe, or to make it secure, and he shall employ sufficient
labor speedily to make it safe or remove it or to make it
secure; but if the public safety so requires and if the
aldermen or selectmen so order, the inspector of buildings
may immediately enter upon the premises with the necessary
workmen and assistants and cause such unsafe structure to be
made safe or taken down wihtout delay, and a proper fence
put up for the protection of passersby, or to be made secure.
If such a building or structure is taken down or removed, the
lot shall be levelled to uniform grade by a proper sanitary fill
to cover any cellar or foundation hole and any rubble not
removed.

497
498
499
500
501
502
503
504
505
506
507
508
509
510
511
512 Section 14. If an owner, lessee or mortgagee in possession

of such unsafe structure refuses or neglects to comply with
the requirements of such notice within the time limited, and
such structure is not made safe or taken down as therein
ordered, or made secure, a careful survey of the premises
shall be made by a board consisting in a city of the city
engineer, the head of the fire department, as such term is
defined in section one of chapter one hundred and forty-
eight, and one disinterested person to be appointed by the
inspector of buildings, and in a town of a surveyor, the head
of the fire department and one disinterested person to be
appointed by the inspector of buildings. If there is no city
engineer in such city or no head of the fire department in
such city or town, the mayor or selectmen shall designate one
or more officers or other suitable persons in place of the
officers so named as members of said board. A written report
of such survey shall be made, and a copy thereof served on
such owner, lessee or mortgagee in possession. If such report
declares such structure to be dangerous or to be unused,
uninhabited or abandoned, and open to the weather, and if
the owner, lessee or mortgagee in possession continues such

513
514
515
516
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518
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520
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524
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530
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refusal or neglect, the inspector of buildings shall cause it to
be made safe or taken down or to be made secure, and, if the
public safety so requires, said inspector may at once enter the
structure, the land on which it stands or the abutting land or
buildings, with such assistance as he may require, and secure
or remove the same, and may remove and evict, under the
pertinent provisions of chapter two hundred and thirty-nine
or otherwise, any tenant or occupant thereof, and may erect
such protection for the public by proper fence or otherwise
as may be necessary, and for this purpose may close a public
highway. In the case of such demolition, the inspector of
buildings shall cause such lot to be levelled to uniform grade
by a proper sanitary fill. The costs and charges incurred shall
constitute a lien upon the land upon which the building is
located, and shall be enforced within the time and in the
manner provided for the collection of taxes on land; and such
owner, lessee or mortgagee in possession shall, for every day’s
continuance of such refusal or neglect after being so notified
be punished by a fine of not less than ten nor more than fifty
dollars. During the time such order is in effect it shall be
unlawful to use or occupy such structure or any portion
thereof for any purpose.

533
534
535
536
537
538
539
540
54!
542
543
544
545
546
547
548
549
550
551
552
553
554
555 Section 15. If, by any act done by an officer of a city or

town for the purpose of making safe or taking down any
dangerous structure, any real estate other than such structure
or the parcel of land upon which it stands is taken, used or
injured, any person owning an interest in such real estate and
not having an interest in such dangerous structure may
recover damages for such taking, use or injury from such city
or town in a petition for the assessment thereof under
chapter seventy-nine filed in the superior court for the
country in which such real estate is situated within one year
after such taking, use or injury; provided, that is such taking,
use or injury occurred not more than three years prior to the
effective date of this section, said petition may be filed not
more than one year after said effective date.
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569 Section 16. An owner, lessee or mortagee in possession

aggrieved by such order may have the remedy prescribed by
section two of chapter one hundred and thirty-nine; pro-
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vided, that no provision of said section two shall be
construed so as to hinder, delay or prevent the inspector
acting and proceeding under section fourteen; and provided,
further, that this section shall not prevent the city or town
from recovering the forfeiture provided in said section
fourteen from the date of the service of the original notice,
unless the order is annulled by the jury.

552
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1 579 Section 17. The supreme judicial or superior court may
restrain the construction, alteration, repair, maintenance or
use of a building or structure in violation of any ordinance or
by-law of a city or town and order its removal or abatement
as a nuisance; and may restrain the further construction,
alteration or repair, maintenance, use or occupancy of a
building or structure reported to be dangerous, under a
survey authorized by section fifteen, until the determination
of the matter, as provided in section seventeen.
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Section 18. Any inspector of the division, or the local
inspector, if called upon by the aldermen of any city or by
the selectmen of any town, shall inspect any building or
other structure in such city or town, or anything attached to
or connected therewith, which has been represented to be
dangerous to life or limb. If it appears to such inspector that
the building or other structure, or anything attached to or
connected therewith, is dangerous to life or limb in case of
fire or otherwise, he shall cause it to be removed or rendered
safe in the manner provided by sections twelve to sixteen,
inclusive, and may cause proceedings to be instituted under
section seventeen.
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� 599
Section 19. The local inspector, or, in the event of a

vacancy in the office of local inspector, such person as the
mayor or board of selectmen shall designate, shall be charged
with the duty of issuing permits for the construction,
alteration, repair, height, area, location or use ol buildings or
structures within the limits of said city or town. The local
inspector or designated person shall, within thirty days of the
receipt of an application for a permit for the original
construction of a residential building with accommodations
for not more than four families, issue or refuse to issue such
permit and notify the applicant in writing of such decision. It
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611 the local inspector or designated person refuses to issue such
permit, written notification of such decision shall be de-
livered to the applicant in person or sent by registered or
certified mail to him at the address given in the application
and shall set forth clearly and in detail all the reasons for
such refusal, including ail particulars wherein the application
and proposed work fail to comply with existing law. If the
local inspector or designated person fails within said thirty
days to act on such application, such permit shall be deemed
to have been issued; and any person, municipal officer or
board aggrieved thereby shall have the same rights of appeal
as though such permit had been issued by the local inspector
or designated person; provided that the applicant shall file
with the city or town clerk, within thirty-five days of the
date on which the application was filed, a notice of failure of
the local inspector or designated person to act on such
application. No construction shall be commenced in case of
failure to act until twenty days shall have elapsed after the
notice of failure has been filed with such clerk and there has
been no appeal entered. The period of any right of appeal by
any person, municipal officer or board, aggrieved thereby,
shall commence to run upon the filing of said notice with
said clerk.
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634 Section 20. The local inspector in every city and town

shall give written notice to the assessors thereof of the
granting by him of permits for the construction of any
building in such city or town or for any substantial alteration
or addition thereto. Such notice shall be given within seven
days after the granting of each permit, hnd shall state the
name of the person to whom the permit was granted and the
location of the building to be constructed or altered or to
which an addition is to be made.
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643 Section 21. No officer, board or commission of the

commonwealth, or of any city, town or district, charged with
the enforcement of laws, by-laws, ordinances, rules or
regulations relating to the construction, reconstruction,
enlargement or alteration of buildings or structures, shall
accept or approve any plans or specifications that do not bear
the seal of registration of an architect or a professional
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engineer, unless the plans and specifications are not required
to be prepared by a registered architect or by a registered
professional engineer, as set forth in sections sixty L and
eighty-one R, respectively, of chapter one hundred and
twelve; provided, however, that this section shall not be
construed as authorizing a registered architect or registered
professional engineer to prepare or submit plans and specifi-
cations which he is prohibited from preparing or submitting
under any other provision of law.

650
651
652
653
654
655
656

657
658
659 Section 22. If, in the erection of an iron or steel framed

building, the spaces between the girders or floor beams of
any floor are not filled or covered by the permanent
construction of said floors before another story is added to
the building, a close plank flooring shall be placed and
maintained over such spaces from the time when the beams
or girders are placed in position until said permanent
construction is applied; but openings protected by a strong
hand railing not less than four feet high may be left through
said floors for the passage of workmen or material; provided,
that when such flooring cannot be used without serious
interference with the work of construction, such provision
shall be made to protect the workmen from falling material
as the inspector shall direct. In the construction of any iron
or steel framed building having a clear story of twenty-five
feet elevation or more, a staging with a close plank flooring
shall be placed under and not more than ten feet below the
under side of the whole extent of the beams, girders or
trusses of such story upon which iron or steel workers are
working. Violations of any provision of this section shall be
punished by a fine of not less than fifty nor more than five
hundred dollars.
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Section 23. The openings of hoistways, hatchways and
well holes on every floor of a public building shall be
protected by sufficient trapdoors or self-closing hatches or
such other safeguards as an inspector directs; and due
diligence shall be used to keep such trapdoors closed at all
times except when in actual use by the occupant of the
building having the use and control of the same. Violations of
this section shall be punished by a fine of not more than one
hundred dollars.
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699
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Section 24. No building which is designed to be used, or in
which alteration shall be made for the purpose of using it, or
continuing its use, in whole or in part, as a public building, a
public or private school, a hotel or family hotel, or as a
factory, workshop or mercantile or other establishment, and
which has accommodations for ten or more employees, or as
a hospital, sanatorium, convelescent or nursing home, inform-
ary maintained in a city or town, private informary or rest
home housing three or more patients, charitable home for the
aged, or as a day care service for children, licensed by and
under the supervision of the department of public health,
grandstand, stadium, bleacher or arena, or for the purpose of
providing group care therein by a children’s foster care
agency licensed by the department of public welfare under
the provisions of section fifteen of chapter one hundred and
nineteen and no building more than two stories in height
designed to be used above the second story, or in which
alteration shall be made for the purpose of using it, or
continuing its use, in whole or in part, as an office building,
dormitory, apartment house, boarding house, lodging house
or tenement house, and to have eight or more rooms above
said story, shall be erected, and no alteration shall be made
therein, until a copy of the plans and specifications thereof
has been deposited with a supervisor of plans by the person
causing its erection or alteration or by the architect thereof.
Such plans and specifications shall include those for heating,
ventilation and sanitation, if a supervisor of plans so
requires. Such building shall not be so erected or altered
without sufficient egresses and other mehns of escape from
fire, properly located and constructed. A supervisor of plans
may require that stairways shall be enclosed, that they shall
have suitable landings, that they shall be provided with hand
rails, that egress doors and windows shall open outward and
have approved hardware, that places of egress shall be
properly lighted and designated, and that proper fire stops
shall be provided in the floors, walls, partitions and stairways
of such building. He may make such further requirements as
may be necessary to prevent the spread of fire or its
communication from any steam boiler or heating apparatus

20
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730 therein. The certificate of approval by a supervisor of plans
of such plans and specifications, endorsed with the approval
of the chief of inspections of the department, or a specifica-
tion of requirements necessary for compliance with the state
building code, set forth in detail and so endorsed, shall be
issued to the person causing its erection or alteration, or to
the architect thereof, and a copy of the same, together with
the plans, shall then be turned over to the inspector in whose
district the building is to be erected or altered, who shall
enforce the requirements thereof and supervise such erection
or alteration. After a certificate of approval or a specification
of requirement has been issued, no change shall be made in
the plans or specification or in the building without the
written permission of a supervisor of plans.
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Section 25. The commissioner shall make and may from
time to time alter, amend and repeal rules and regulations
relating to structural safety and prevention of fire in
connection with the construction, reconstruction, and altera-
tion or remodeling of all public and private schoolhouses and
relating to the standards of materials to be used therein,
setting forth alternatives to the materials and to the type or
method of construction. Such rules and regulations shall be
in accordance with generally accepted engineering practice,
and shall be designed to provide reasonable uniform require-
ments of safety in relation to the preservation of life and the
prevention of fire. In issuing a certificate of approval for the
erection or alteration of a schoolhouse under section twenty-
four, a supervisor of plans shall, in addition to any other
requirements of this chapter, determine that the plans and
specifications required to be filed under said section twenty-
four conform to the rules and regulations made under this
section; or if a specification of requirements for the erection
or alteration of a schoolhouse is issued under said section
twenty-four, such specification shall, in addition to any other
requirements of this chapter, require that the aforesaid plans
and specifications conform to such rules and regulations.
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Section 26. The local inspectors shall from time to time
examine all buildings or structures within their respective
jurisdictions, except one and two family dwellings. It in the
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judgment of any such inspector such building or structure
conforms to the requirements relative to places of assembly
or to the requirements of said sections for buildings or
structures of its class, as the case may be, he shall issue to the
owner, lessee or occupant thereof a certificate to that effect,
specifying the number of persons for whom the egresses and
means of escape from fire are sufficient. Such certificate shall
continue in force for two years for an institution as defined
in section one and for other buildings and structures for not
more than five years after its date, but while in force it shall
be conclusive evidence of a compliance with said sections by
the person to whom it is issued. It shall be void if a greater
number of persons than is therein specified are accommo-
dated or employed, or assemble, lodge or reside within such
building or structure or portion thereof, or if such building or
structure is used for any purposes materially different from
the purpose for which it was used at the time of the granting
thereof, or if its interior arrangement is materially altered, or
if any egresses or means of escape from fire in such building
or structure at the time of granting the said certificate are
rendered unavailable or are materially changed. The certifi-
cate may be revoked by a local inspector at any time upon
written notice to the holder thereof or to the occupant of
premises for which it was granted, and shall so be revoked if,
in the opinion of the inspector, circumstances have so
changed that the existing egresses and means of escape are
not proper and sufficient. A copy of said certificate shall be
kept posted in a conspicuous place upon each story of such
building or structure by the occupant of the premise covered
thereby. This provision shall be applicable to municipal
buildings.
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Section 27. Upon application to the inspector for a
certificate under section twenty-six, he shall issue to the
applicant an acknowledgment thereof, which for ninety days,
pending the granting or refusal of the certificate, shall have
the same effect as the certificate, and such acknowledgment
may be renewed by him with the same effect for a further
period, not exceeding ninety days; provided, however, that
within the ninety days for which the first such acknowledg-
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merit was issued a copy of the plans and specifications for
any alteration has been deposited with the inspector by the
person causing the alteration or by the architect. Such plans
and specifications shall include those for heating, ventilating
or sanitation if the inspector so requires. Such an acknowl-
edgment may be revoked by an inspector, without a hearing
and without the assignment of any cause therefor, at any
time when in his opinion the public safety requires.
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Section 28. If any change shall be made upon premises for
which such certificate has been issued or in the use thereof
which would render the certificate void according to section
twenty-six, the person making such change shall forthwith
give written notice thereof to the local inspector.

816
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Section 29. If a state or local inspector finds that any
building or part thereof which fails to meet the standards of
either the state building code or the standards of an
applicable approved local regulation, or if any change is made
therein which would render a certificate void under section
twenty-eight, he shall give written notice to the owner, lessee,
occupant or agent in charge thereof, specifying such addi-
tional provisions, egresses or other means of escape from fire
as in his opinion may be necessary to make it conform to said
section and to obtain a certificate; and any such owner,
lessee, occupant or agent in charge thereof failing to comply
with such notice for a period of thirty days shall be punished
by a fine of not less than fifty nor more than one thousand
dollars.
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Section 30. Except for schoolhouses, the board of stand-
ards in the department shall make rules and regulations
relating to the construction, reconstruction, alteration, re-
pair, demolition, removal, use or occupancy, and to the
standard of materials, including materials used for finish and
trim, to be used in such construction, reconstruction,
alteration, repair, demolition, removal, use or occupancy of
any building, or portion of a building or room which is a
place of assembly or which is required to be provided with
proper egresses or other means of escape; and such rules and
regulations shall be in accordance with the generally accepted
standards of engineering practice and not inconsistent with
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847 the law. Such rules and regulations may provide that no
848 permit for use or occupancy of a place of assembly or of any
849 portion of a building in which said proper egresses or other
850 means of escape from fire are so required shall be granted
85 1 unless there is presented with the application for such permit
852 a certificate of the local inspector to the effect that the
853 building of which said place of assembly is a part or that any
854 portion of a building in which said proper egresses or other
855 means of escape from fire are so required complies with the
856 pertinent provisions of this chapter. The attorney general
857 shall assist the board in framing such rules and regulations.
858 The board of standards shall thereupon transmit such rules
859 and regulations to the state building code commission for
860 incorporation in the state building code in accordance with
861 the provisions in section seven of this chapter.
862 The board of standards shall hold public hearings annually
863 on the first Tuesday in May and October, and at such other
864 times as it may determine, on petitions for changes in the f
865 rules and regulations formulated by it. If, after any such
866 hearing, it shall deem it advisable to make changes in said
867 rules and regulations, it shall appoint a day for a further
868 hearing, and shall give notice thereof and of the changes

869 proposed by advertising in at least one newspaper in each ot
870 the cities of Boston, Worcester, Springfield, Fall River,
871 Lowell, Lynn and Pittsfield, at least ten days, but not more

872 than twenty days, before said hearing. If the board on its
873 own initiative contemplates changes in said rules and regula-
874 tions, like notice and hearing shall be given and held before (

875 the adoption thereof. The incorporation in the state building
876 code of such changes shall be effective upon acceptance by
877 the state building code commission in accordance with the
878 provisions of section seven of this chapter.
879 Section 31. The commissioner, a state or local inspector
880 may inspect at any time any theatre, special hall, public hall,
881 schoolhouse, church, synagogue or any building, portion ot a
882 building or room in which any place of assembly is located,
883 for the purpose of ascertaining whether or not there is or has
884 been a violation of any law, rule or regulation, ordinance or

885 by-law relative to places of assembly, and shall report any
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such violation to the officer or board charged with the duty
of the enforcement thereof.

886
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The commissioner may require that any building, portion
of a building or room, which by reason of use or occupancy,
may be deemed to be a place of assembly shall comply with
all pertinent provisions of the laws, rules and regulations,
ordinances and by-laws relative to such places of assembly,
and may order any inspector to take any action which the
commissioner deems necessary to compel compliance with
any such provision.
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Notwithstanding the above, nothing in this chapter, shall
limit the authority or responsibility of any local inspector
appointed by two or more communities to administer and
enforce the state building code as provided for in section nine
of this chapter.
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This provision shall be applicable to all municipal build901
902 mgs.

Section 32. The owner, lessee or mortgagee in possession
of any building, in whole or in part, used as a public building,
hotel or family hotel, or as a factory, workshop, mercantile
or other establishment, and which has accommodations for
ten or more employees, or of a hospital, sanatorium,
convalescent or nursing home, infirmary maintained in a city
or town, private infirmary, rest home, charitable home for
the aged or of a day care service for children, licensed by and
under the supervision of the department of public health,
building used or occupied for the purpose of providing group
care therein by any children’s foster care agency licensed by
the department of public welfare under the provisions of
section fifteen of chapter one hundred and nineteen, a
grandstand, stadium, bleacher or arena, or of an office
building, dormitory, apartment house, boarding house, lodg-
ing house or tenement house which has eight or more rooms
above the second story, or in which ten or more persons are
accommodated, lodge or reside above the second story, shall
provide such building with proper egresses or other means of
escape from fire sufficient for the use of all persons
employed, lodged or resident therein; provided, that in all
buildings subject to this section, other than mercantile
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establishments, hotels and buildings used solely for office
purposes, such egresses or means of escape from fire shall also
be sufficient for the use of all persons accommodated or
assembled therein; and, in such mercantile establishments,
hotels and buildings used solely for office purposes, shall be
sufficient, to the greatest extent compatible, in the opinion
of the inspector, with the reasonable use thereof, for the use
of all persons accommodated or assembled therein; and
provided, further, that no owner, lessee or mortgagee in
possession of a building subject to any provision of this
section shall be deemed to have violated this provision unless
he has been notified in writing by an inspector as to what
additional egresses or means of escape from fire are neces-
sary, and for thirty days has neglected or refused to provide
the same. The egresses and means of escape shall be kept
unobstructed, in good repair and ready for use, and, if the
inspector so directs in writing, every such egress shall be
properly lighted and provided with a sign having on it the
word “Exit” in letters not less than five inches in height, and
so made and placed as plainly to indicate to persons within
the building the situation of such egresses; and stairways shall
have suitable hand rails. There shall be at least two means of
egress from each room above the second story in which
women or children are employed in a factory, workshop,
mercantile or other establishment. Portable seats shall not be
allowed in the aisles or passageways of such buildings during
any service or entertainment held therein. Stairways on the
outside of the building shall have suitable railed landings at
each story above the first, accessible at eadr story from doors
or windows, and such landings, doors and windows shall be
kept clear of ice, snow and other obstructions.
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Section 33. All doorways and windows which an inspector
deems necessary in any building subject to section thirty-
three, or which the licensing officer may require under
section fifty-two, or which by rules and regulations author-
ized by section thirty are required in places of assembly, as
such term is defined in section one, either as exits or as
means of egress, shall open in the direction of egress. No such
doorway or window shall, during the usual business hours, be
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963 so locked, bolted or fastened that such door cannot be
opened from the inside by the use of the ordinary doorknob,
or by pressure on the door or window or on a panic release
device, so called; provided, further, that sufficient unobstruc-
ted egress shall be maintained for all persons accommodated
or assembled in such building regardless of the hour of the
day or night. This paragraph shall not be construed as
prohibiting the use on exit doors from a bank, trust
company, jewelry store or other store or establishment
devoted to a single use where articles of unusual value or
moneys in large quantities are kept of a locking device which
may be operated from within such store or establishment,
which locking device shall be used only in an emergency to
prevent theft.
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971
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973
974
975
976
977 Any place of assembly, as defined in section one, which is

wholly or partly below the ground level shall have at least
two means of egress to the ground or street level, such means
of egress to be located at points as widely separated from one
another as may be reasonably feasible.
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Section 34. The provisions of this chapter relative to the
safety of persons in buildings shall apply to buildings and
structures, other than the state house, owned, operated or
controlled by the commonwealth, and to buildings and
structures owned, operated or controlled by any department,
board or commission of the commonwealth, or by any of its
political subdivisions, in the same manner and to the same
extent as such provisions apply to privately owned or
controlled buildings occupied, used or maintained for similar
purposes. The provisions of this chapter relative to the
inspection of buildings privately owned shall apply in the
same manner to the inspection of buildings subject to this
section. Notwithstanding any other provision of law to the
contrary, the provisions of the state safety code for window
cleaners shall also be applicable to the state house and Ford
building in the same manner and to the same extent as such
provisions apply to privately owned or controlled buildings.
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Section 35. The commissioner shall promulgate and from
time to time may amend and transmit to the commission on
administration and finance and to the state superintendent of
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1002 buildings such regulations as he may deem necessary to
provide proper means of egress from and fire protection and
prevention in the state house. Said commission and said
superintendent shall enforce said regulations.

1003
1004
1005
1006 Section 36. The state superintendent of buildings and the

sergeant-at-arms shall prepare plans and make all necessary
preparations for effecting the prompt, speedy and safe
evacuation of the state house and the several floors,
basements and portions thereof, in case of fire or other
disaster, and shall, from time to time, hold fire drills.

1007
1008
1009
1010
1011
1012 In carrying out the provisions of this section, they shall be

entitled to the assistance of all constitutional officers,
department heads, capitol police officers and general court
officers, and may request the co-operation of the fire
department of the city of Boston.

1013
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1016
1017 Section 37. The installation, maintenance or use of a

revolving door may be authorized as an exit or means of
egress from a place of assembly within a building to the
outside of such building, if between such place of assembly
and such door there exists one or more unobstructed areas of
safety, including stairways, exit corridors, and similar areas,
which are, in the opinion of the inspector, sufficient to
accommodate with safety all persons reasonably to be
expected to use the same as means of egress or escape from
such place of assembly or such building, and that the
diameter of the enclosure of such revolving door is not less
than six feet four inches and that there is on each side of, and
immediately adjacent to, said door a required exit of the
so-called swinging door type. The inspector shall endorse
upon the certificate referred to in section twenty-six the
conditions governing such installation, maintenance or use.
No revolving door shall be permitted as an immediate means
of egress from a place of assembly.
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In such instances, but only as to buildings in existence on
July first, nineteen hundred and forty-eight, as the inspector,
in accordance with regulations issued by the commissioner
under section seventy-nine, determines that the nature of the
occupancy is such that it is neither practicable nor necessary
for the safety of persons who may use such a door to require
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such additional exits of the so-called swinging door type,
such additional exits shall not be required and such revolving
door shall not be accredited as a required means of egress
unless the diameter of its enclosure is not less than six feet
four inches.
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Each such revolving door shall be maintained in ac-
cordance with regulations issued under section seventy-nine.

1046
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Section 38. Revolving doors may be used in buildings
subject to the provisions of sections twenty-four, twenty-six
or thirty-three, but except as provided in section thirty-eight,
shall not be used as an exit or means of egress from a place of
assembly; and the owner, lessee or mortgagee in possession of
any such building in which a revolving door is under his
control shall be responsible for its care, operation and
maintenance after such door is placed in operation, and said
owner, lessee or mortgagee in possession shall maintain all
parts of such installation in proper working order.
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1052
1053
1054
1055
1056
1057
1058 The board of standards shall make rules and regulations

prescribing what amount, if any, of the required egress from
a building or premises shall be accredited for a revolving
door; provided, that no such rule or regulation shall provide
any credit for a revolving door if the diameter of its enclosure
is less than six feet; and provided, further, that no such rule
or regulation shall provide any credit for a revolving door
which under any provision of this chapter or of any special
law may not be used under any circumstances in such
building or in an exit from such premises. The provisions of
any rule or regulation made under this section shall apply
notwithstanding any provision of this chapter, or of any
special law, which provides a different credit for such door or
which prescribes the amount of the required egress to be
provided by swinging doors if credit is to be given for a
revolving door.

1059
1060
1061
1062
1063
1064
1065
1066
1067
1068
1069
1070
1071
1072
1073

Section 39. Any article placed upon a fire escape or an
outside means of egress of any building is hereby declared a
common nuisance. Any court authorized to issue warrants in
criminal cases may, upon complaint under oath made by any
police officer that any article is placed or maintained upon a
fire escape or outside means of egress of any building, issue a

1074
1075
1076
1077
1078
1079
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warrant to bring such article when found before a court
having jurisdiction of the same, and all articles seized under
the authority of such a warrant shall be disposed of in like
manner as gaming implements seized under chapter two
hundred and seventy-six. Any owner, lessee, tenant or
occupant of any building who maintains or permits to remain
upon any fire escape or outside means of egress of any
building any article for more than twenty minutes shall be
punished by a fine of not more than one hundred dollars.
The existence of any article upon a fire escape or outside
means of egress of any building shall be prima facie evidence
that such article was so placed, maintained or permitted to
remain by the occupant of the premises having access from
said building to said fire escape or outside means of egress.

1080
1081
1082
1083
1084
1085
1086
1087
1088
1089
1090
1091
1092
1093
1094 Section 40. Every stairway of every building shall be kept

free and unobstructed, and any person who permits any
article to remain in any stairway of any building in such a
manner as may impede the egress of any person lawfully in
said building or the ingress of any person lawfully entitled to
enter said building shall be punished by a fine of not more
than five hundred dollars. The existence of any article in any
such stairway in any building shall be prima facie evidence
that it was placed or permitted to remain therein by the
owner, lessee, tenant or occupant of the building.

1095
1096
1097
1098
1099
1100
1101
1102
1 103

Section 41. The basement and each story of a building
which is subject to section thirty-three shall be supplied with
means of extinguishing fire, consisting of a hose attached to a
suitable water supply and capable of reaching any part of
such basement or story, or of such portable apparatus as the
inspector shall direct; and such appliances shall be kept at all
times ready for use and in good condition.

1104
1105
1106
1 107
1108
1 109
1110
1111 Section 42. No wooden flue or air duct for heating or

ventilating purposes shall be placed or remain placed in any
building subject to sections twenty-four and thirty-three, and
no pipe for conveying hot air or steam in such building shall
be placed or remain placed within one inch of any wood-
work, unless protected to the satisfaction of the inspector by
suitable guards or casings of incombustible material.

1112
1113
1114
1115
1116
1117
1118 Section 43. If a schoolhouse in any city has not been
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1119 provided with a safe and proper egress or other means of
escape from fire, as required by pertinent sections of this
chapter, within six months after the written notice provided
for in the preceding section, the mayor, for the purpose of
conforming to the provisions of this chapter relative to
egresses or other means of escape from fire in schoolhouses,
may, upon petition of one hundred citizens or taxpayers in
such city, authorize the expenditure upon such schoolhouse
of not more than fifteen per cent of the cost thereof, payable
from any money in the treasury of that city which is not
otherwise appropriated.

1120
1121
1122
1123
1124
1125
1126
1127
1128
1129

Section 44. If a building subject to the state building code
is owned, leased or occupied, jointly or in severalty, any
owner, lessee or occupant may affix to any part of the
outside wall of such building any means of egress or of escape
from fire specified and described by an inspector, notwith-
standing the objection of any other such owner, lessee or
occupant; and such means of egress or of escape may project
over the highway, or over a right of way for a distance not
exceeding one half the width of the right of way.

1130
1131
1132
1133
1134
1135
1136
1137
1138
1139 Section 45. Notwithstanding any other provision of law to

the contrary, the provisions of this chapter relative to the
safety of persons and the prevention of fire in convalescent
or nursing homes, rest homes and charitable homes for the
aged licensed under the provisions of section seventy-one of
chapter one hundred and eleven, including the regulation of
the inspection, materials, construction, alteration and repair
of such homes, shall be enforced under rules and regulations
promulgated by the department. Such rules and regulations
may provide for the installation of a sprinkler system where,
after hearing, the department finds such system necessary for
the safety of persons; provided, however, that where a
sprinkler system would be unnecessary or impractical because
of the location, size or construction of a home or because the
home is authorized to contain not more than twenty-five
beds, the department may require alternative methods of fire
protection.

1140
1141
1142
1143
1144
1145
1146
1147
1148
1149
1150
1151
1152
1153
1154
1155

Section 46. An owner of a multiple dwelling, as defined in
section one of chapter one hundred and fifty-one B, who

1156
1157
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158 does not reside therein and who does not employ a manager
or agent for such dwelling who resides therein, shall post and
maintain or cause to be posted and maintained on such
dwelling adjacent to the mailboxes for such dwelling or on
the exterior of such dwelling in a location visible to the
public a notice, not less than twenty square inches in size,
bearing his name, address and telephone number or the name,
address and telephone number of such manager or agent.

159
160
161
162
163
164
165
166 Whoever violates the provisions of this section shall be

punished by a fine of not more than fifty dollars.167
168 Section 47. At least one of the doors of the main common

entry way into every apartment house having more than
three apartments shall be so designed or equipped as to close
and lock automatically with a lock, including a lock with an
electrically-operated striker mechanism, a self-closing door
and associated equipment, and such lock, door or equipment
shall be of a type approved by the board of standards in the
department. Every door of the main common entry way and
every exterior door into every such apartment house, other
than the door of such main common entry way which is
equipped as provided in the preceding sentence, shall be
equipped with a lock of a type approved by said board of
standards; provided, however, that the commissioner may, in
writing, waive any of the requirements of this section in
appropriate cases in which, in his opinion, other security
measures are in force which adequately protect the residents
of such apartment house. Whoever, being in control of such
premises, willfully and knowingly violates the provisions of
this section shall be punished by a fine of not more than five
hundred dollars.

169
170
171
172
173
174
175
176
177
178
179
180
181
182
183
184
185
186
187

This section shall not apply to lodging houses, as defined
in section twenty-two of chapter one hundred and forty,
dormitories of charitable, educational or philanthropic in-
stitutions, or projects of housing authorities, as defined in
chapter one hundred and twenty-one.

188
189
190
191
192

The provisions of this section shall be enforced by the
local inspector, or in the event of a vacancy in the office of
local inspector, by an inspector of the division of inspection
of the department.

193
194
195
196
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Section 48. Every public building as defined in section
one, except schoolhouses in which public or private instruc-
tion is afforded to less than eleven pupils at one time, shall be
kept clean and free from effluvia arising from any drain,
privy or nuisance, shall be provided with a sufficient number
of proper water closets, earth closets or privies, and shall be
ventilated in such a manner that the air shall not become so
impure as to be injurious to health. If it appears to an
inspector that further or different heating, ventilating or
sanitary provisions are required in any such public building,
in order to conform to the requirements of this section, and
that such requirement can be provided without unreasonable
expense, he may issue a written order to the proper person or
authority, directing such heating, ventilating or sanitary
provisions to be provided. A school committee, public officer
or person who has charge of, owns or leases any such public
building, who neglects for four weeks to comply with the
order of such inspector, shall be punished by a fine of not
more than one hundred dollars. The district health officers or
such other officers as the department of public health may
from time to time appoint shall make such examinations of
school buildings subject to this section as in the opinion of
the department the protection of the health of the pupils
may require. This section shall not apply to Boston.

1197
1198
1199
1200
1201
1202
1203
1204
1205
1206
1207
1208
1209
1210
1211
1212
1213
1214
1215
1216
1217
1218
1219
1220

Section 49. The audience hall in a building erected or
designed to be used in whole or in part as a theatre, or in
which any change or alteration shall be made for the purpose
of using it as a theatre, shall not be placed above the second
floor of such building. The audience hall and each gallery of
every such building shall, respectively, have at least two
independent exits, as far apart as may be; and if the audience
hall is on the second floor, the stairways from said floor to
the ground floor shall be enclosed with fireproof walls, and
shall have no connection with the basement or first floor of
the building. Every such exit shall have a width of at least
twenty inches for every one hundred persons which such hall,
or gallery from which it leads, is capable of holding; but two
or more exits of the same aggregate width may be substituted

1221
1222
1223
1224
1225
1226
1227
1228
1229
1230
1231
1232
1233
1234
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1235 for either of the two required exits. None of the required
exits shall be less than five feet wide; provided, that the exits
from a gallery capable of holding not more than one hundred
and fifty persons may each be less than five feet but not less
than three feet wide.

1236
1237
1238
1239
1240 Section 50. The wall or partition between the auditorium

and stage of every theatre shall be fireproof or fire resisting
on the stage side, for the whole width of the auditorium and
the whole height of the auditorium or stage, as the inspector
shall direct, and all doors in such wall or partition shall be
fireproofed and provided with approved self-closing devices.
The proscenium or curtain opening shall have a fire resisting
curtain of an incombustible material, properly constructed
and operated by approved mechanism. There shall be one or
more ventilators near the centre and above the highest part of
the stage, equal in area to one tenth of that of the stage floor
back of the fire resisting curtain, and arranged so as to open
automatically from heat, and by a cord or cords from the
stage floor, as the inspector shall direct.

1241
1242
1243
1244
1245
1246
1246
1248
1249
1250
1251
1252
1253

Section 51. In sections fifty-two to fifty-six, inclusive, the
term “licensing officer” shall mean the commissioner of
public safety. Said commissioner shall issue licenses for
theatres, special halls and public halls upon payment of a fee
of twenty-five dollars for each license so issued; provided,
that no fee shall be required of any duly established church
or synagogue in connection with the use of a hall owned by it
and used for religious or charitable purposes. He may require
such changes in the structural or other condition of any
building before issuing any license as in his opinion the public
safety requires, but no change shall be ordered in excess of
the requirements for a new building of like character. In
buildings existing on November first, nineteen hundred and
thirteen, and in Boston in buildings in existence on October
first, nineteen hundred and forty-three, an equivalent of the
conditions required by law may be accepted by the licensing
officer; provided, that such equivalents are set forth in detail
in the license. The licenses provided for herein shall be
conspicuously posted near the main entrance of the theatre,
special hall or public hall. Licenses for theatres shall expire

1254
1255
1256
1257
1258
1259
1260
1261
1262
1263
1264
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1272
1273
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on September first, for special halls on August first, and for
public halls on July first of each year.

1274
1275

Section 52. The licensee shall be responsible, civilly and
criminally, for non-compliance with the laws applicable to
the theatre, special hall or public hall covered by his license,
and for non-compliance with the conditions thereof. The
licensing officer shall cause a complete inspection of all
theatres to be made once in each month, of special halls and
public halls once in every six months, and as much oftener as
circumstances may require.

1276
1277
1278
1279
1280
1281
1282
1283

Section 53. Every inspection of theatres, special halls or
public halls shall cover all details relating to the condition of
the building as regards the safety of life and property. The
inspector shall make a signed report as to all such details
upon a tabulated inspection blank, the form of which shall be
determined by the licensing officer. The forms of such blanks
may be adapted to the circumstances of the different classes
of buildings, but shall be such as to enable the inspectors to
report a rating on the points and in the form hereinafter
specified, and shall include a detailed table of legal requir-
ements, with a statement as to compliance or non-compliance
with each. All inspectors inspecting theatres, special halls and
public halls shall on the first of each week forward to the
licensing officer the reports of their inspections of the
previous week, and shall rate each theatre, special hall or
public hall on the following points in the following form;

1284
1285
1286
1287
1288
1289
1290
1291
1292
1293
1294
1295
1296
1297
1298
1299

I. Compliance with existing laws, non-compliance in any
particular to be specified.

1300
1301

2. The following ratings of each building as to the safety of
the audience, in the judgment of the inspectors, in the light
of improved methods of insuring safety:

1302
1303
1304

Condition, whether poor, fair, good or excellent
Remarks.

1305
1306

a. Structural condition1307
b. Facility of escape of audience1308
c. Heating apparatus.1309
d. Water supply.1310
e. Lighting apparatus.1311
f. Condition of fire apparatus.1312
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1313 g. Condition of sprinklers.
1314 h. Condition of fire resisting curtain.

i. Protection against neighborhood hazard.
j. General condition of appliances and apparatus

1315
1316
1317 k. General condition of stage.
1318 Rating as a whole
1319 With regard to safety of audience
1320 And such other points as in the opinion of the licensing

officer may be suitable. These reports and ratings shall be
signed by the inspectors, and shall give the date of the
inspection, with such remarks upon the condition of each
theatre, special hall and public hall as may be suitable to give
notice of danger or to give confidence in the safety of such
buildings. After each inspection of a theatre, special hall or
public hall, the inspector shall post a notice in conspicuous
type, near the main entrance thereof, in the following form:

1321
1323
1324
1325
1326
1327
1328
1329
1330 This theatre (or special hall) (or public hall) has been

inspected by inspector (name of inspector) on (date).1331
1332 Section 54. The full inspection reports of theatres, special

halls and public halls shall be kept on file by the licensing
officer, but, except as hereinafter provided, shall not be open
to examination by the public until the expiration of one
month from the time when they were rendered, except with
the consent of the licensing officer. Every licensee shall be
entitled to examine the full reports of his own building at
any time. The licensing officer shall make a full report
annually of the condition of all theatres, special halls and
public halls, which shall be open to examination by the
public at all times. The reports of inspectors shall be public
records of matters of public interest; and a fair publication of
these reports, or parts thereof, or comment thereon, by any
person, in newspapers or otherwise, shall be privileged.

1333
1334
1335
1336
1337
1338
1339
1340
1341
1342
1343
1344
1345
1346 Section 55. A certified copy of all ratings and conclusions

of the inspectors in respect to any licensed theatre, special
hall or public hall shall be delivered or mailed by the licensing
officer to the licensee at the building. If any inspector shall
report that the laws or the conditions of the license are not
complied with by any licensee, the licensing officer may
notify the licensee, fixing a time within which he shall

1347
1348
1349
1350
1351
1352
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353 comply with the law and the conditions of the license. If at
the expiration of such time there has not been such
compliance, the licensing officer shall give a hearing to the
licensee; and if upon investigation he shall find that there is
cause, he shall revoke the license. The licensing officer may,
if in his opinion the public safety requires it, order any
theatre, special hall or public hall to be closed pending a
hearing upon the revocation of the license, and any person
failing to comply with such order shall be punished by a fine
of not less than fifty nor more than one thousand dollars.

354
355
356
357
358
359
360
361
362
363 Section 56. Any licensee may post upon his premises a

certified copy of the complete table of ratings and conclu-
sions relating to the theatre, special hall or public hall
covered by his license, but he shall not post an incomplete
copy of such table.

364
365
366
367

Section 57. Any person having any duty to perform under
this chapter in connection with the licensing or inspection of
theatres, special halls or public halls who wilfully makes any
false statement or report or any false record of any
statement, report or rating as to any such theatre, special hall
or public hall shall be punished by a fine of not more than
one thousand dollars or by imprisonment for not more than
one year.

368
369
370
371
372
373
374
375

Section 58. Any officer or person having any duty in any
way connected with the inspection of theatres, special halls
or public halls, who requests for himself or another, or
accepts or uses any ticket or pass or privilege of admission, or
admission, to any theatre, special hall or public hall for which
he is to pay or has paid either nothing or a price less than
that demanded of the public generally, and any owner,
proprietor, manager, lessee, agent or employee of any
theatre, special hall or public hall, or any other person who
issues, delivers, offers or allows any such ticket, pass,
privilege or admission to any such officer or person, or to any
other person, at the request, solicitation, procurement or
with the connivance of any such officer or person, shall be
punished by a fine of not less than one hundred nor more
than one thousand dollars.
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Section 59. The keeper of a boarding or lodging house
containing one hundred or more sleeping rooms, and being
four or more stories high, shall, except as otherwise provided
under section sixty-two, have therein at least two competent
watchmen, each properly assigned, and each on duty between
the hours of nine o’clock at night and six o’clock in the
morning. The keeper of every boarding or lodging house
containing fifty or more sleeping rooms, but less than one
hundred, and being three stories high, shall have between said
hours at least one competent watchman on duty therein. If
the keeper of any boarding house or lodging house maintains
in the rooms, in good working order, a system of thermostats
or such other automatic warning device as will sound an
audible warning at the registration desk, together with a
visual or otherwise obvious indication of the location at
which such warning originated, he shall not be required,
except as may be otherwise provided under section sixty-two,
to have more than one watchman.

1391
1392
1393
1394
1395
1396
1397
13981
1399
1400
1401
1402
1403
1404
1405
1406
1407
1408
1409
1410
1411

In all hotels, lodging houses or family hotels, the halls,
corridors and stairways shall be properly lighted at night, and
a red light shall be kept during the night at the top and
bottom of each flight of stairs; and one or more proper
alarms or gongs, capable of being heard throughout the
house, shall always remain easy of access and ready for use in
every such building to give to the inmates warning of fire.
The keeper of every hotel, boarding or lodging house or
family hotel shall keep a notice satisfactory to the commis-
sioner and descriptive of such means of escape conspicuously
posted in every sleeping room, preferably near the door
which opens into the main egress or means of escape. Said
notice shall be easily legible and shall, if required by the
commissioner, include a plan showing such egress or means of
escape in relation to such sleeping room.

1412
1413
1414
1415
1416
1417
1418
1419
1420
1421
1422
1423

Section 60. The keeper of every hotel or family hotel
having fifty or more sleeping rooms shall, in addition to the
night clerk and porters between the hours of nine o’clock at
night and six o’clock in the morning, have at least two
competent watchmen who shall each, at least once an hour
during said hours, make a tour throughout the said hotel or

1424
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1427
1428
1429
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family hotel for the purpose of the prevention of fire and for
the purpose of sounding an alarm to warn the occupants
thereof of fire. Said keeper shall furnish each watchman with
a watchman’s watch, to be kept in good working order, for
operation at key stations located at such points throughout
said hotel or family hotel, as may be determined by an
inspector, or, in lieu of such watchman’s clock and key
stations, said keeper shall maintain and keep in good working
order in said hotel or family hotel a system of electric watch
docks which shall register at the office the movements of the
watchman throughout the hotel or family hotel. If such
keeper shall maintain in the rooms, in good working order, a
system of thermostats or other automatic warning devices
which will sound an audible warning at the registration desk,
together with a visual or other obvious indication of the
location from which such warning originated, he shall not be
required, except as may be otherwise provided under section
sixty-two, to have more than one watchman. Records of all
tours made by a watchman or records of movements of
watchmen as registered by such system of electric watch
clocks, as the case may be, shall be made daily, shall be kept
on file by said keeper and shall be available for inspection by
the fire marshal and the head of the fire department, or by
persons designated by them.

1430
1431
1432
1433
1434
1435
1436
1437
1438
1439
1440
1441
1442
1443
1444
1445
1446
1447
1448
1449
1450
1451
1452
1453

Every hotel and family hotel shall be equipped with an
alarm system, which shall be subject to the approval of an
inspector, the activation of which shall be made from
activation stations located throughout said hotel or family
hotel, the number and location of such stations to be
determined by said inspector. Said alarm system shall be so
installed and maintained that the activation thereof from any
station shall cause the warning bells or gongs at that
activating station and at all other stations to be sounded
simultaneously.

1454
1455
1456
1457
1458
1459
1460
1461
1462
1463

Section 61. In addition to the provisions of sections sixty
and sixty-one relating to watchmen and their duties, the
aldermen of any city and the selectmen of any town may
prescribe additional night watch to be kept and further
provision for the prevention of fires and for the better

1464
1465
1466
1467
1468
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1469 protection of life in case of fire to be made by the keepers of
hotels, boarding or lodging houses or family hotels within
their cities and towns. Whoever neglects or refuses to comply
with any provision of any ordinance or by-law established
under this section or with any provision of section sixty or
sixty-one shall be punished by a fine of not less than fify nor
more than one thousand dollars.

1470
1471
1472
1473
1474
1475
1476 Section 62. The owner, lessee, proprietor or manager of a

hotel which is not otherwise suitably provided with fire
escapes, or of a lodging house which contains eight or more
rooms above the second story, shall place or cause to be
placed a knotted rope, or better appliance, for use as a fire
escape in every room of such hotel or lodging house used as a
sleeping room, except rooms on the ground floor. One end of
such rope shall be securely fastened to a suitable iron hook or
eye securely screwed into one of the timbers next adjoining
the frame of a window, or into the frame of a window, of
said room, at least five feet from the floor, and the rope shall
at all times be kept coiled and exposed to the plain view of
the occupant of the room. The coil shall be fastened in such
manner as to be easily and quickly loosened and uncoiled.
The rope shall contain knots not more than eighteen inches
apart, a loop at the end at least three inches in length, shall
not be less than one half inch in diameter, and shall be of
sufficient length to reach from such iron hook or eye to the
ground. Such rope, iron hook or eye and fastenings shall be
of sufficient strength to sustain a weight of four hundred
pounds, and plain directions for the use of such rope or other
appliance shall be printed and posted within six inches of the
hook or eye to which the rope is fastened.

1477
1478
1479
1480
1481
1482
1483
1484
1485
1486
1487
1488
1489
1490
1491
1492
1493
1494
1495
1496
1497
1498
1499 Section 63. The inspector of buildings of each city and

town, shall annually inspect every room of every hotel and
lodging house of eight or more sleeping rooms above the
second story in his city or town and ascertain if section
forty-seven is being complied with, and shall report the
condition of the rope or other appliance to the commissioner
of public safety, upon forms to be furnished by him.
Whoever violates any provision of this or section sixty-three
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1507 shall be punished by a fine of not more than five hundred
dollars or by imprisonment for not more than six months, or
both.

1508
1509

Section 64. In a town which accepts this and the following
section or has accepted corresponding provisions of earlier
laws, no dwelling house or other structure more than eight
feet in length or breadth and seven feet in height, except
detached houses or structures situated more than one
hundred feet from any other building and wooden structures
erected on wooden wharves, shall be built within such limits
as the town may from time to time prescribe, unless made of
and covered with an incombustible material, or unless a
license is granted therefor by the selectmen for public good
or necessity and recorded in the town records.

1510
1511
1512
1513
1514
1515
1516
1517
1518
1519
1520
1521 Section 65. A building or structure erected in violation of

the preceding section shall be deemed a common nuisance
without other proof thereof than proof of its unlawful
construction and use; and the selectmen may abate and
remove it in the same manner in which boards of health may
remove nuisances under sections one hundred and twenty-
three to one hundred and twenty-five, inclusive, of chapter
one hundred and eleven.

1522
1523
1524
1525
1526
1527
1528
1529 Section 66. No person shall engage in gas fitting in the city

of Boston without first making application to the building
commissioner of said city and obtaining a permit therefor in
accordance with the Boston Building Code; nor shall any
person engage in gas fitting in any other city or town without
first giving such notice as shall be prescribed by rules and
regulations made by the board established under section
twelve H of chapter twenty-five.

1530
1531
1532
1533
1534
1535
1536
1537 Whoever violates any provision of this section shall be

punished by a fine of not more than five hundred dollars.1538
Rules and regulations adopted under section twelve H of

chapter twenty-five may provide penalties for the violation
thereof not exceeding five hundred dollars for any one
offense and may provide that each day during any portion of
which a violation is permitted to exist shall be a separate
offense.

1539
1540
1541
1542
1543
1544

Section 67. Each city and town shall provide by ordinance1545
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1546 or by-law for the appointment of an inspector of gas piping
and gas appliances in buildings who shall be a licensed
plumber or licensed gas fitter. Said inspector shall enforce the
rules and regulations adopted by the board established under
section twelve H of chapter twenty-five.

1547
1548
1549
1550
1551 Said inspector shall also issue permits for the installation

of containers of liquefied petroleum gas, and he shall inspect
such installation and the regulating equipment used in
connection therewith. He shall notify the head of the fire
department, as defined in section one of chapter one hundred
and forty-eight, of each permit so issued and the location of
each container of liquefied petroleum gas installed there-
under.

1552
1553
1554
1555
1556
1557
1558
1559 A town in which the only gas available is undiluted

liquefied petroleum gas and in which no licensed plumber or
licensed gas fitter is available for appointment as an inspector
of gas piping and gas appliances in buildings may appoint a
licensed undiluted liquefied petroleum gas installer to inspect
gas piping and gas appliances in buildings. The appointing
authority of such town shall certify to the board established
under section twelve H of chapter twenty-five that the only
gas availabe in such town is undiluted liquefied petroleum gas
and that a licensed plumber or licensed gas fitter is not
available therein.

1560
1561
1562
1563
1564
1565
1566
1567
1568
1569

If a city or town fails to provide for the appointment of a
gas inspector as required by this section, said board shall
cause gas inspections to be made therein, so long as such
failure continues, by a gas inspector of a city or town within
the same county who shall be designated’ by the board from
time to time. The cost of such inspections shall be paid by
the city or town which failed to provide for the appointment
of a gas inspector.

1570
1571
1572
1573
1574
1575
1576
1577

Section 68. The board of fire prevention regulations shall
make an promulgate, and from time to time may alter,
amend and repeal, rules and regulations relative to the
installation, repair and maintenance of electrical wiring and
electrical fixtures used for light, heat and power purposes in
buildings and structures for inclusion in the state building
code in accordance with section seven of this chapter. Such

1578
1579
1580
1581
1582
1583
1584
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regulations shall be in accordance with generally accepted
standards of engineering practice, and shall be designed to
provide reasonable uniform requirements of safety in relation
to life, fire and explosion.

1585
1586
1587
1588

Upon the making of such rules and regulations and prior to
their promulgation, the board shall hold a public hearing
thereon, notice of which shall be given by advertising in at
least one newspaper in each of the cities of Boston,
Worcester, Springfield, Fall River, Lowell and Lynn, at least
ten days before said hearing. If, subsequent to their being
accepted by the state building code commission, as provided
herein, the board on its own initiative contemplates changes
in said rules and regulations, or if a petition is filed by any
other person for changes therein, like notice and a hearing
shall be given and held before the adoption thereof.

1589
1590
1591
1592
1593
1594
1595
1596
1597
1598
1599

Such rules and regulations, and any alterations, amend-
ments or repeals thereof shall be deposited with the state
secretary, and the same shall become effective when so
deposited.

1600
1601
1602
1603

No person shall install for hire any electrical wiring or
fixtures subject to this section without first or within five
days after commencing the work giving notice to the
inspector of wires appointed pursuant to the provisions of
section thirty-two of chapter one hundred and sixty-six. Any
person failing to give such notice shall be punished by a fine
not exceeding twenty dollars. This section shall be enforced
by the inspector of wires within his jurisdiction and the state
examiners of electricians.

1604
1605
1606
1607
1608
1609
1610
1611
1612

Any person installing for hire electrical wiring or fixtures
subject to this section shall notify the inspector of wires
in writing upon the completion of the work. The inspector of
wires shall, within five days of such notification, give written
notice of his approval or disapproval of said work. A notice
of dissapproval shall contain specifications of the part of the
work disapproved, together with a reference to the rule or
regulation of the board of fire prevention regulations which
has been violated.

1613
1614
1615
1616
1617
1618
1619
1620
1621

Section 69. Whoever is aggrieved by a notice, interpret-
ation, order, requirement or direction of an inspector of

1622
1623
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1624 wires or other person charged with the enforcement of the
rules and regulations of the board of fire prevention
regulations, may within ten days after the service of notice
thereof, appeal therefrom, to the board of electricians’
appeals. Said board shall, after such notice as it may direct,
hold a public hearing on such appeal at a time and place to be
fixed by it, but not later than thirty days after the entry of
such appeal, unless such time shall be extended by agreement *

with the appellant. The appellant may appear in person or by
agent or attorney at such hearing. Said board shall hear ail
pertinent evidence and determine the facts, and shall issue an
appropriate decision or order reversing, affirming or mod-
ifying in whole or in part said notice, interpretation, order,
requirement or direction. Such decision or order of the board
shall be made within a reasonable time, and within forty-five
days after such hearing, unless such time is extended by like
agreement. The board shall forthwith send by registered mail

1625
1626
1627
1628
1629
1630
1631
1632
1633
1634
1635
1636
1637
1638
1639
1640

a copy of its decision or order to the interested parties. i1641
1642 Any person aggrieved by a decision or order of the board

of electricians’ appeals, whether or not a party to the
proceeding, or any municipal board or officer, may within
thirty days after receipt of notice of such decision or order
appeal to the superior court sitting in equity for the county
in which the building or installation concerned is situated.
Said court shall hear all pertinent evidence and determine the
facts and may annul such decision if it is found to exceed the
authority of said board, or may make such other decree as
justice and equity may require. The foregoing remedy shall i
be exclusive, but the parties shall have all rights of appeal and
exception as in other equity cases. Costs shall not be allowed
against the board unless it appears to the court that said
board acted with gross negligence or in bad faith or with
malice in making the decision or order appealed from. Costs
shall not be allowed against a party appealing from the
decision or order of said board unless it appears to the court
that said appellant acted in bad faith or with malice in
making the appeal to the court.

1643
1644
1645
1646
1647
1648
1649
1650
1651
1652
1653
1654
1655
1656
1657
1658
1659
1660

Compliance with any notice, interpretation, order, require- .

ment or direction of an inspector of wires or other person
1661
1662
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1663 charged with the enforcement of the rules and regulations of
the board of fire prevention regulations shall be excused
pending the final determination of any appeal therefrom
taken under this section.

1664
1665
1666
1667 Section 70. A license which is required by law, ordinance or

by-law to authorize any building or part thereof to be used as
a place of assembly or for any purpose specified in section
thirty-three shall be issued until a license by the commis-
sioner of public safety, or a certificate by an inspector as
required by section twenty-six, shall have been issued
therefor, and, when issued, shall not continue in force after
the expiration or revocation of such license or certificate.

1668
1669
1670
1671
1672
1673
1674
1675 Said commissioner or such inspector shall, upon the

issuance, renewal or revocation of any such license or
certificate, forthwith notify in writing the appropriate local
licensing authority, as defined in section one of chapter one
hundred and thirty-eight, or the appropriate licensing author-
ity, as defined in section one of chapter one hundred and
forty, of the date of expiration or revocation thereof, as the
case may be.

1676
1677
1678
1679
1680
1681
1682
1683 Section 71. Any person who hinders or prevents or

attempts to prevent the commissioner of public safety, the
chief of inspections of the department or any inspector from
entering any building, structure or enclosure or part thereof
in the performance of his duty in the enforcement of the
laws of the commonwealth relating thereto shall be punished
by a fine of not less than fifty nor more than one hundred
dollars. The word “inspector”, as used in this section, shall
include all local inspectors.

1684
1685
1686
1687
1688
1689
1690
1691
1692 Section 72. The owner, lessee, mortgageee in possession or

occupant, being the party in control, of a place of assembly,
theatre, special hall, public hall, factory, workshop, manu-
facturing establishment or building shall cause the provisions
of said sections relative thereto to be complied with, and
such person shall be liable to any person injured for all
damages caused by a violation of any said provisions. No
criminal prosecution for such violation shall be begun until
the lapse of thirty days after such party in control has been
notified in writing by an inspector as to what changes are

1693
1694
1695
1696
1697
1698
1699
1700
1701



HOUSE-5668. 1 May46

1702 necessary and must be made to meet the requirements of
such provisions, nor if such changes shall have been made in
accordance with such notice. Notice to one member of a firm
or to the clerk or treasurer of a corporation or to the person
in charge of the building or part thereof shall be sufficient
notice hereunder to all members of any firm or corporation
owning, leasing or controlling the building or any part
thereof. Such notice may be served personally or sent by
mail.

1703
1704
1705
1706
1707
1708
1709
1710

Section 73. No person shall occupy or use any building or
part thereof as a hotel, family hotel, theatre, special hall,
public hall, miscellaneous hall or schoolhouse until a license
therefore has been issued by the commissioner or a certificate
therefore by an inspector, whichever is required under this
chapter. A certificate of the inspector, so long as it continues
in force, shall be conclusive evidence of a compliance with
applicable sections of this chapter, for such use of a hall as he
shall set forth in the certificate, and shall be conspicuously
posted near the main entrance of the hall. It shall be void if a
greater number of persons than is therein specified are
accommodated or employed, or assemble, lodge or reside
within such building or part thereof, or if such building is
used for any purpose materially different from the purpose
for which it was used at the time of the granting of the
certificate, or if its interior arrangement is materially altered,
or any egresses or means of escape from fire from such
building are rendered unavialable or are materially changed.
Violations of this section or of the conditions of a license or
certificate shall be punished by a fine’ of not less than
twenty-five nor more than one thousand dollars or by
imprisonment for not more than one year, and the license or
certificate may be revoked.

1711
1712
1713
1714
1715
1716
1717
1718
1719
1720
1721
1722
1723
1724
1725
1526
1727
1728
1729
1730
1731
1732
1733
1734 Section 74. Whoever, being the owner, mortgagee in

possession, lessee or occupant of any building or part of a
building described in section thirty-three, violates any provi-
sion of this chapter, for which no other penalty is specifically
prescribed, shall be punished by a fine of not less than fifty
nor more than five hundred dollars.

1735
1736
1737
1738
1739
1740 Section 75. If no other penalty for the violations herein
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1741 referred to is provided in this chapter, whoever erects,
constructs or makes alteration in a building, or draws plans or
specifications, or superintends the erection, construction or
alteration of a building in violation of the state building code
or approved local regulations, shall be punished by a fine of
not less than fifty nor more than one thousand dollars.

1742
1743
1744
1745
1746
1747 Section 76. The furnishing of, or failure to furnish, safety

inspection or advisory services intended to reduce the
likelihood of injury, death or loss shall not subject an insurer,
its agent or employee undertaking to perform such services as
an incident to insurance to liability for damages from injury,
death or loss occurring as a result of any act or omission in
the course of such services. This provision shall not apply in
the event the active negligence of the insurer, its agent or
employee created the condition which was the proximate
cause of injury, death or loss.

1748
1749
1750
1751
1752
1753
1754
1755
1756
1757 Section 77. Sections of this chapter, shall, except when

otherwise specifically provided, be enforced by the commis-
sioner of public safety, the chief of inspections of the
department and the inspectors. The commissioner of public
safety shall issue regulations necessary for their uniform
enforcement.

1758
1759
1760
1761
1762
1763 Section 78. Any person aggrieved by an order, requirement

or direction of an inspector or an inspector of buildings, both
as defined in section one, under any of the preceding sections
may, within thirty days after the service thereof, appeal to a
judge of the superior court for the county where the building
to which such order, requirement or direction relates is
situated for an order forbidding its enforcement; and after
such notice as said court shall direct to all parties interested,
a hearing may be had before the court at an early and
convenient time and place fixed by it; or the court may
appoint three disinterested persons, skilled in the subject
matter of the controversy, to examine the matter and hear
the parties; and the decision of said court, or the written
decision under oath of a majority of said experts, filed in the
office of the clerk of courts in said county within ten days
after such hearing, may alter, annul or affirm such order,
requirement or direction. Such decision or a certified copy

1764
1765
17661
1767
1768
1769
1770
1771
1772
1773
1774
1775
1776
1777
1778
1779
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thereof shall have the same authority, force and effect as the
original order, requirement or direction of the inspector. If

1780
1781

such decision annuls or
direction of the inspector,
not to enforce his order.

alters the order, requirement or
the court shall order the inspector
requirement or direction, and in

1782
1783
1784

every case the certificate required by law shall thereupon be
issued by said court or by said experts.

1785
1786

Section 78 A. There is hereby created a state building code
appeals board, hereinafter referred to as the board. This
board shall be composed of three commission members, one
of whom shall be either a registered architect or professional
engineer and a second a member experienced in the practice
of building inspection. The commission shall specify the
rotation procedure by which commission members are
assigned to the appeals board.

1787
1788
1789
1790
1791
1792
1793
1794
1795 The board has exclusive and final jurisdiction of all

questions of fact arising from the administration and enforce-
ment of the state or local building code by any state agency, i
state or local inspector.

1786
1797
1798

The board has the power on satisfactory proof, after a
public hearing:

1799
1800

(1) To reverse, modify, or annul, in whole or part, any
ruling, direction, determination, or order of any state agency
or state or local inspector affecting or relating to the
construction of any building, the construction of which is
pursuant or purports to be pursuant to the provisions of the
state or local building code.

1801
1802
1803
1804
1805
1806

(2) To review, after disapproval or upon failure to approve |

within sixty days after submission, ahy application for
permission for the construction of a building pursuant to the
provisions of the state or local building code, or plans or
specifications submitted in connection therewith; to reverse,
modify, or annul the disapproval in whole or part; and to
make a determination that the application or plans to or
specifications are in compliance with the provisions of such
code. If this determination is made, the state, city or town
officer charged with the duty shall forthwith issue any
permit, license, certificate, authorization, or other document
required for the construction.

1807
1808
1809
1810
1811
1812
1813
1814
1815
1816
1817
1818
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An application for modification, reversal, annulment, or
review may be made by any person aggrieved at that time,
and pursuant to this procedure, conditions and rules as
prescribed by the board. The board may charge and collect
reasonable fees therefore and makes rules governing such
charges. The board shall fix a time for the hearing of an
application and shall require that due notice of the time and
place of the hearing be given to the applicant, the state
agency, state or local inspectors involved, and other inter-
ested persons as may be concerned. Any person or a duly
authorized representative of any state agency, state or local
inspector may appear at the hearing and be heard on the
application.

1819
1820
1821
1822
1823
1824
1825
1826
1827
1828
1829
1830
1831

The board may subpoena all of the papers and documents
constituting the record upon which the application for
modification, reversal, annulment, or review is based, and the
state, city or town officer in charge thereof shall forthwith
upon receipt of the subpoena, transmit the papers and
documents to the board.

1832
1833
1834
1835
1836
1837
1838 An application for modification, reversal, annulment, or

review shall stay all proceedings in furtherance of the action
appealed from unless there is a showing by the state agency,
state or local inspector that a stay would involve imminent
peril to life or property.

1839
1840
1841
1842

The board, in hearings conducted under this section, shall
not be bound by common law, rules of evidence or statutory
rules of evidence or by technical or formal rules of
procedure.

1843
1844
1845
1846

Applications shall be decided on promptly. In every case
the board shall state in writing reason or reasons for its
decision.

1847
1848
1849

All decisions of the board require concurrence of a least
two of its members.

1850
1851

The decision of the board shall state the date on which it
takes effect, and a copy thereof, duly certified by the
chairman of the board, shall be filed as a public record in the
office of the division of building inspection and a copy
thereof shall be sent to the parties and to all state agencies or
state and local inspectors affected thereby.

1852
1853
1854
1855
1856
1857
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The decision of the board shall be final as to all questions
of fact. Within thirty days after the mailing of notice of a
decision by the board, any party in interest who appeared
before the board in connection with the application may
petition the superior court in the county where the building
is located for the review of questions of law. The petitioner
shall serve a copy of the petition and the accompanying
papers upon the board of at least eight days prior to the date
for which the application for relief is noticed, unless a shorter
time is prescribed by an order to show cause granted by the
court to which application is made or judge thereof. The
board, in its discretion, may certify to the court in which the
proceeding is pending questions of law involved in its
decision. (Such proceeding to review and the questions so
certified are entitled to a preference.) Appeals may be taken
from the decision of the superior court. It is not necessary to
file exceptions to the rulings of the board. Upon final
determination of the proceeding to review, the board shall
enter a decision in accordance with such determination.

1858
1859
1860
1861
1862
1863
1864
1865
1866
1867
1868
1869
1870
1871
1872
1873
1874
1875
1876

A record of all decisions of the board properly indexed
shall be kept in the office of the board. The record shall be
open to public inspection at all time during business hours.

1877
1878
1879

Appeals relating to those specialized construction codes,
rules or regulations pertaining to building construction,
reconstruction, alteration, repair or demolition promulgated

1880
1881
1882

of the various boards which have
to time by the great and general
the various boards as elsewhere

by and under the authority
been authorized from time
court shall be handled by
specified.

1883
1884
1885
1886

The Commission shall determine prior to the effective date
of the State Building Code, whether a local appeals board is
necessary to effectively discharge the appeals function
enumerated in this section. If a local appeals board is deemed
essential, the commission shall have the authority to specify
the location, administrative structure, and powers of the local
appeals body.

1887
1888
1889
1890
1891
1892
1893

Section 79. The court may award reasonable compensation
to such experts, to be paid by the county in which the
application for an order of the court was made, if the order,

1894
1895
1896
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requirement or direction of the inspector is altered or
annulled, otherwise by the applicant. If the order, require-
ment or direction of the inspector is affirmed by the court or
the experts, costs shall be taxed against the applicant as in
civil cases, and shall be paid into the treasury of the said
county.

1897
1898
1899
1900
1901
1902

Section 80. The supreme judicial or superior court shall
have jurisdiction in equity to enforce the provisions of this
chapter, and of any ordinance, by-law, rule or regulation
made under authority of any of such provisions and with the
duty of the enforcement of which, under this chapter, a state
or local inspector is charged; to enjoin violations thereof; and
to restrain the use and occupation of any building subject to
any provision of this chapter during the period of non-
compliace with any order of such inspector or such author-
ized representative or of the court.

1903
1904
1905
1906
1907
1908
1909
1910
1911
1912

Section 81. District courts shall have jurisdiction concur-
rently with the superior court of prosecutions and pro-
ceedings at law under the provisions of this chapter, except as
otherwise provided.

1913
1914
1915
1916

Section 82. The Supreme judicial or superior court may,
upon the application of the commissioner, a state or local
inspector, enforce by any suitable process or decree, any
section of the chapter, and any order or requirement of any
person made under the authority thereof, which provisions or
sections said commissioner, state or local inspector is, under
this chapter, authorized to enforce.

1917
1918
1919
1920
1921
1922
1923
1924
1925

Section 83. The supreme judicial or superior court may
restrain the illegal placing, maintenance or use of any
building, structure of other thing. It may, upon the petition
of a city or town or of a local inspector for such relief,
require the removal of any such building, structure or other
thing by the owner, and may authorize the city or town or
such inspector, in default of such removal by the owner, to
remove it at the owner’s expense. Upon such petition, the
defendant shall be presumed to have acted without a license
or authority until he proves the contrary.

1926
1927
1928
1929
1930
1931
1932
1933

Section 84. Any provision in a contract to repair or
remodel a dwelling whereby the contractor seeks by the use

1934
1935
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of any words whatsoever to preclude or exonerate himself
from liability to the owner, tenant or any other person for
any injury, loss or damage arising from any ommission, fault,
negligence or other misconduct on his part shall be printed in
twelve point bold face type.

1936
1937
1938
1939
1940

Section 85. The commissioner shall divide the common-
wealth into districts, the number and limits of which may,
from time to time, be changed at his discretion. The
commissioner shall cause an approved system of elevator
inspection to be instituted and maintained in each city and
town in a district. Each city and town, whenever the
commissioner shall so request, shall submit to him a written
report specifying the number and types of elevators therein,
the system of elevator inspection employed and such other
information as may be necessary for him to determine
whether it has an approved system of elevator inspection. A
city or town shall be deemed to have an approved system of
elevator inspection if it has a building inspector or a person
acting as such, unless in the opinion of the commissioner, it
has failed to appoint an adequate number of competent
elevator inspectors or otherwise provide for competent
inspection of all elevators within such city or town. The
commissioner shall assign an adequate number of competent
inspectors for all elevators in citys and towns in a district not
having an approved system of elevator inspection. The
building inspector, or person acting as such, in a city or town
having an approved system of elevator inspection and all
inspectors assigned by the commissioner shall have super-
vision of the installation, alteration, maintenance, inspection
and approval of all elevators within their respective jurisdic-
tions, and shall enfore the regulations of the board of
elevator regulations. No elevator shall be installed or altered
until a copy of the plans and specifications of such elevator
or of the proposed alterations shall have been filed by the
owner of the premises where the elevator is to be installed or
altered, or by the manufacturer of the elevator, with the
inspector or building inspector having jurisdiction, and a
certificate of approval or a specification of requirements shall
have been issued by him. The word “elevator” shall include

1941
1942
1943
1944
1945
1946
1947
1948
1949
1550
1951
1952
1953
1954
1955
1956
1957
1958
1959
1960
1961
1962
1963
1964
1965
1966
1967
1968
1969
1970
1971
1972
1973
1974
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1975 moving stairways
Section 86. In cities and towns not having a building

department or an inspector of buildings, the owner or person
in control of a building in which an elevator is operated, shall
pay the following fees for inspection and for safety tests and
inspection by an inspector assigned by the commissioner: -

1976
1977
1978
1979
1980

(1) For the inspection of a new installation, repair, or
replacement of power passenger and freight elevators, hy-
draulic and electric passenger and freight elevators, hand
elevators, dumb-waiters, building elevators, automobile park
mg devices, special industrial power operated service elevators
and temporary workmen’s elevators, the fee shall be two
dollars for each thousand dollars, or part thereof the cost of
such installation, repair or replacement.

198!
1982
1983
1984
1985
1986
1987
1988

(2) For each safety test and inspection of elevators and
devices as described in paragraph (1), except dumb-waiters,
the fee shall be ten dollars; the fee for each safety test and
inspection of a dumb-waiter shall be three dollars.

1989
1990
1991
1992

(3) For the inspection of a new installation of a private
residence elevator or an inclined lift, the fee shall be ten
dollars.

1993
1994
1995
1996
1997
1998

Section 87. On the completion of the work or installation
or alteration, the manufacturer of the elevator or the person
making the alterations shall make a practical test of the
safety devices of the elevator in the presence of the inspector
having jurisdiction thereof; and if the test is satisfactory to
him, he shall issue a certificate approving the elevator and
safety devices thereof.

1999
2000
2001
2002
2003 Section 88. All elevators shall be thoroughly inspected and

a practical test made of the safety devices required therefor
at intervals of not more than one year, and at such other
times as may be deemed necessary by the inspector. The
inspection and practical test shall be made by a licensed
elevator construction man, maintenance or repairmen in the
presence of an inspector having jurisdiction. The owner or
person in control of a building in which the elevator is
located shall arrange for such inspection and practical test
within six months from the time of notice from the inspector
having jurisdiction thereof. Except in the city of Boston,

2004
2005
2006
2007
2008
2009
2010
2011
2012
2013
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2014 within ten days after the inspection, said inspector shall file a
complete written report of all changes and defects in
apparatus or equipment to the commissioner of public safety
upon forms to be furnished by him.

2015
2016
2017
2018 Section 89. If in the judgment of any inspector having

jurisdiction thereof an elevator is safe, and if the elevator has
been constructed in the manner required by law or by the
regulations of the board of elevator regulations, the inspector
shall issue a certificate to that effect to the owner of the
elevator or to the person in charge thereof, who shall post the
certificate in a conspicuous place in or near the cab or cur of
such elevator. Otherwise, the inspector shall immediately
post conspicuously upon the entrance or door of the cab or
car of such elevator, or upon the elevator, a notice of its
dangerous condition, and shall prohibit the use of the
elevator until it has been made safe to his satisfaction. No
person shall remove such notice or operate such elevator until
the inspector has issued his certificate as aforesaid.

2019
2020
2021
2022
2023
2024
2025
2026
2027
2027
2029
2030
2031
2032 Section 90. Any owner, operator or person in charge of an

elevator or any person employed to inspect an elevator shall,
if he thinks such elevator is unsafe, make a written report
thereof to the inspector having jurisdiction thereof, who shall
forthwith inspect such elevator. If any accident occurs to an
elevator, the operator, person in charge or owner having
knowledge thereof shall immediately report such accident to
the inspector having jurisdiction, who shall forthwith inspect
such elevator.

2033
2034
2035
2036
2037
2038
2039
2040
2041 Section 91. The board of elevator regulations shall frame

amendments to the regulations relating to the construction,
installation, alteration and operation of all elevators, and
relative to the location, design and construction of shafts or
enclosures for elevators, safety devices, gates and other
safeguards, protection against the elevator or hoisting ma-
chinery, and means to prevent the spread of fire, and also
amendments to the regulations designed to make uniform the
work of the inspectors of the division of inspection of the
department and of inspectors of buildings throughout the
commonwealth.

2042
2043
2044
2045
2046
2047
2048
2049
2050
2051
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2052 Section 92. The board of elevator regulations shall from
2053 time to time draft amendments to the regulations referred to
2054 in section ninety-two, and shall forthwith transmit such
2055 amendments to the commissioner who, within ten days

2056 thereafter, shall deposit with the state secretary a copy
2057 thereof, and the same shall become effective when so
2058 deposited. The attorney general shall assist the board in
2059 framing such amendments. The commissioner shall furnish,
2060 upon application, a printed copy of such regulations, as so
2061 amended, to all manufacturers of elevators operating in the
2062 commonwealth, to all inspectors of buildings in the cities and
2063 towns of the commonwealth, and to all others who are
2064 concerned.
2065 The board of elevator regulations shall hold public hearings
2066 on the first Wednesday in May and October in each year, and
2067 at such other times as it may determine, on petitions for
2068 changes in the regulations formulated by it. If, after any such
2069 hearing, it shall deem it advisable to make changes in said
2070 regulations, it shall appoint a day for further hearing, and
2071 shall give notice thereof and of the changes proposed by
2072 advertising in at least one newspaper in each of the cities of
2073 Boston, Worcester, Springfield, Fall River, Lowell and Lynn,
2074 at least ten days before said hearing. If the board on its own
2075 initiative contemplates changes in said regulations, like notice
2076 and a hearing shall be given and held before the adoption
2077 thereof
2078 Section 93. (a) Whoever is aggrieved by an interpretation,
2079 order, requirement or direction of an inspector or inspector
2080 of buildings or other person charged with the enforcement of
2081 any provision of law, code, rule or regulation relating to the
2082 installation or alteration of elevators may within ten days
2083 after the service or notice thereof appeal from such inter-
2084 pretation, order, requirement or direction to the board of
2085 elevator regulations. Whoever is or will be aggrieved by the
2086 application of any provision of law, code, rule or regulation
2087 relating to the installation or alteration of elevators, may file
2088 a petition for a variance therefrom with said board, whether
2089 or not compliance with such provision is required at the time
2090 of filing or at a future date on which such provision becomes
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effective. After such notice as said board shall direct, a public
hearing shall be had before the board at an early and
convenient time and place fixed by it, not later than thirty
days after the entry of such appeal or petition, unless such
time is extended by agreement with the appellant or
petitioner. Any such party may appear in person or by agent
or attorney at such hearing. The board shall within thirty
days after such hearing, unless such time is extended by like
agreement, issue an appropriate decision or order reversing,
affirming or modifying in whole or in part said inter-
pretation, order, requirement or direction or postponing the
application thereof or granting or denying a variance. In the
case of a petition for a variance the board shall grant a
variance if, owing to conditions especially affecting the
particular building or installation involved, the enforcement
of any provision of law, code, rule, or regulation relating to
elevators, would do manifest injustice or cause substantial
hardship, financial or otherwise, to the appellant or any
occupant of the appellant’s building or would be unreason-
able under the circumstances or condition of the property;
provided, that desirable relief may be granted without
substantial detriment to the public good and without
nullifying or substantially derogating from the intent or
purpose of such provision of law, code, rule or regulation. In
exercising its powers under this paragraph, the board ot
elevator regulations may impose limitations both of time and
of use, and a continuation of the use permitted may be
conditioned upon compliance with regulations made and
amended from time to time thereafter. A Copy of such order
or decision of the board shall be sent forthwith by registered
mail to all interested parties.

2091
2092
20 c)3
2094
2095
2096
2097
2098
2099
2100
2101
2102
2103
2104
2105
2106
2107
2108
2109
2110
211 1
2112
2113
21 14
2115
2116
2117
2118
21 19
2120
2121

(6) Within thirty days after receipt of any decision or
order of the board of elevator regulations, any person
aggrieved thereby may file an appeal therefrom to the board
of elevator appeals established under section eleven A of
chapter twenty-two. After such notice as said board shall
direct said board shall hold a public hearing on such appeal at
an early and convenient time and place fixed by it, not later
than thirty days after the entry of such appeal, unless such

2122
2123
2124
2125
2126
2127
2128
2129
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time is extended by agreement with the appellant. Any such
party may appear in person or by agent or attorney at such
hearing. Said board shall hear all pertinent evidence and
determine the facts, and, upon the facts as so determined
make such decision or order, including the granting of any
variance in accordance with the standards therefor set forth
in paragraph (a) as may be required. Such decision or order
of the board of elevator appeals shall be made within a
reasonable time and not later than sixty days after such
hearing, unless such time is extended by like agreement. In
exercising its powers under this paragraph the board of
elevator appeals may impose limitations both of time and of
use, and a continuation of the use permitted may be
conditioned upon compliance with regulations made and
amended from time to time thereafter. A copy of such
decision or order shall be sent forthwith by registered mail to
all interested parties.

2130
2131
2132
2134
2135
2136
2137
2138
2139
2140
2141
2142
2143
2144
2145
2146
2147

(c) Any person aggrieved by a decision of the board of
elevator appeals, whether or not previously a party to the
proceeding, or any municipal officer or board, may appeal to
the superior court sitting in equity for the county in which
the building or installation concerned is situated; provided,
that such appeal is filed in said court within thrity days after
receipt of notice of such decision. It shall hear all pertinent
evidence and determine the facts, and, upon the facts as so
determined, annul such decision if found to exceed the
authority of such board, or make such other decree as justice
and equity may require. The foregoing remedy shall be
exclusive, but the parties shall have all rights of appeal and
exception as in other equity cases. Costs shall not be allowed
against the board of elevator appeals unless it shall appear to
the court that such board acted with gross negligence or in
bad faith or with malice in making the decision appealed
from. Costs shall not be allowed against the party appealing
from the decision of such board unless it shall appear to the
court that said appellant or appellants acted in bad faith or
with malice in making the appeal to the court.

2148
2149
2150
2151
2152
2153
2154
2155
2156
2157
2158
2159
2160
2161
2162
2163
2164
2165
2166
2167

(d) Compliance with any interpretation, order, require-
ment or direction of an inspector or inspector of buildings or

2168
2169
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other person charged with the enforcement of any provision
of law, code, rule or regulation relating to the installation or
alteration of elevators or with any provision of law, code,
rule or regulation relating thereto, other than an order made
under section ninety prohibiting the use of an elevator
because of its dangerous condition, or with any decision or
order of the board of elevator regulations or of the board of
elevator appeals shall be excused pending the final deter-
mination of any appeal or petition hereunder.

2170
2171
2172
2173
2174
2175
2176
2177
2179
2180 Section 94. Any person violating or failing to comply with

any provision of sections eighty-six to ninty-four, inclusive,
or of any regulation established thereunder shall be punished
by a fine of not more than five hundred dollars.

2181
2182
2183
2184 Section 95. There shall be in the department a board to

consist of not less than three examiners to be appointed by
and serve at the pleasure of the commissioner. Members of
said board, excepting the chairman, shall be employees of the
department and shall serve without compensation for the
performance of their duties as such examiners. The chairman
shall be a licensed elevator engineer or a licensed elevator
constructor, maintenance man and repairman having not less
than ten years’ practical experience in the construction,
maintenance and repair of elevators. The chairman shall be
paid by the commonwealth as compensation the sum of
thirty-one dollars and twenty-five cents for each day’s service
performed in connection with his duties as such chairman,
but not to exceed one thousand dollars in any fiscal year.
Each member shall receive from the commonwealth all
expenses necessarily incurred by him in the performance of
his duties. As used in sections ninety-seven and ninety-eight,
board shall mean the board of examiners appointed under the
provisions of this section.

2185
2186
2187
2188
2189
2190
2191
2192
2193
2194
2195
2196
2197
2198
2199
2200
2201
2202
2203 Section 96. No person shall work as an elevator construc-

tor, maintenance man and repairman in the constrution,
maintenance or repair of elevators unless he holds a license
therefore granted by the board, or a temporary license
therefor granted by the commissioner. This section shall not
apply to any person who furnishes the commissioner with
satisfactory proof that he has worked as an elevator

2204
2205
2206
2207
2208
2209
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constructor, maintenance man or repairman without direct
and immediate supervision for not less than five years
immediately prior to July seventeenth, nineteen hundred and
forty-five, and such person shall, upon making application for
a license and paying the license fee of five dollars, be entitled
to receive a license without examination. This section shall
not apply to the replacement of fuses, oiling, greasing nor to
minor repairs or minor work in connection with mainten-
ance.

2210
2211
2212
2213
2214
2215
2216
2217
2218

Section 97. (1) The board shall hold frequent examin-
ations in such city or cities in the commonwealth as it deems
necessary. Public notice shall be given of all examinations
Each applicant for a license who furnishes satisfactory proof
that he has worked as an elevator constructor, maintenance
man or repairman, or as a helper under the direct and
immediate supervision of a licensed elevator constructor,
maintenance man and repairman, for not less than two years
shall be entitled to be examined. A fee of ten dollars shall
accompany each application. The board shall subject each
applicant to a written examination and to such practical tests
as it may deem necessary, and if found by the board to be
qualified, the applicant shall be granted a license as an
elevator constructor, maintenance man and repairman. Each
application shall entitle the applicant to one examination.
Licenses shall be issued for two years, shall be valid
throughout the commonwealth but shall not be assignable or
transferable. The fee for each renewal thereof shall be two
dollars if the license is renewed within thirty days after the
date of its expiration, and if not so renewed shall be five
dollars. Any license may, after notice and hearing, be
suspended or revoked by the board for a violation by the
holder of any statute or regulation relative to elevators, for
incompetency or untrustworthiness of the holder, or for
other sufficient cause. Upon suspension or revocation of a
license , the holder thereof shall deliver the certificate of such
license forthwith to the board. Any applicant or holder of a
license aggrieved by the action of the board in denying,
revoking or suspending a license may, within ten days, appeal
therefrom to the board of elevator regulations whose decision

2219
2220
2221

in .i

2224
2225

2226
7277

2228
1979

2230
2231
2232
2233
2234
2235
2236
2237
2238
2239
2240
2241
2242
2243
2244
2245
2246
2247
2248
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shall be final. Failure of the board to act upon any
application for a period of sixty days after the filing thereof
shall be deemed to constitute a denial.

2249
2250
2251

(2) Whenever the commissioner finds that an emergency
exists in the commonwealth due to disaster or an act of God
and that the number of persons in the commonwealth holding
licenses granted by the board is insufficient to cope with the
emergency, he may issue temporary licenses to such non-
residents as have been certified to him by recognized elevator
companies doing business in the commonwealth as qualified
and competent, and furnish such proof of competency as the
commissioner may require. Each such license shall recite that
it is valid for the period of one week from the date thereof
and for such particular elevators or geographical areas as the
commissioner may designate and otherwise shall entitle the
licensee to the rights and privileges of a license issued under
subdivision (1) of this section. A temporary license may be
renewed by the commissioner from week to week during the
existence of the emergency. No fee shall be charged for any
such license or renewal thereof. No appeal shall lie from any
decision, finding or action by the commissioner under this
subdivision.

2252
2253
2254
2255
2256
2257
2258
2259
2260
2261
2262
2263
2264
2265
2266
2267
2268
2269
2270

Section 98. Whoever works as a constructor, maintenance
man and repairman in the contruction, maintenance or repair
of elevators without a license, or during the suspension
thereof, or without a temporary license, or whoever violates
any provision of sections ninety-seven or ninety-eight, shall
be punished by a fine of not less than fifty nor more than
three hundred dollars, or by imprisonment for not more than
six months.

2271
2272
2273
2274
2275
2276
2277
2278

Section 99. As used in sections eighty-six through one
hundred and one, the term “elevator” shall include moving
stairways and dumbwaiters.

2279
2280
2281

Section 100. Such license or temporary license shall not be
required for the installation of signal systems, fans, tele-
phones, electric light fixtures, illuminated thresholds and
feed wires to the terminals on the elevator main line control,
nor shall they apply to electrical work in connection with the
interlocking devices, so called, on other than automatic

2282
2283
2284
2285
2286
2287
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elevators, if such installation is made by a person licensed
under chapter one hundred and forty-one.

2288
2289

Section 101. No person shall work as an elevator operator
unless he has received a license therefor from the commis-
sioner of public safety. Licenses shall be issued until the date
of birth of the licensee occurring more than twelve months
but not more than twenty-four months after the effective
date of such license. If any such license or the renewal
thereof expires in an even year, any subsequent renewal shall
expire on the next anniversary of the licensee’s date of birth
occurring in an even year. If any such license or renewal
thereof expires in an odd year, any subsequent renewal shall
expire on the next anniversary of the licensee’s date of birth
occurring in an odd year. A license issued to a person bom on
February twenty-nine shall, for the purposes of this section,
expire on March first. The fee for said license shall be one
dollar and fifty cents and for each renewal thereof, one
dollar.

2290
2291
2292
2293
2294
2295
2296
2297
2298
2299
2300
2301
2302
2303
2304
2305

RECREATIONAL TRAMWAYS [NEW].2306
Section 102. There shall be in the department, but not

under the control of the commissioner, a recreational
tramway board, in this section and sections one hundred and
four to one hundred and ten inclusive, called the board,
consisting of the commissioner or a member of the depart-
ment designated by him from time to time, and four persons
appointed by the governor for terms of four years, of whom
one shall be a person who owns or operates a rope tow, one a
person who own or operates a recreational tramway other
than a rope tow, one a representative of ski clubs or other
organizations of persons who patronize recreational tram-
ways and one a representative of companies writing liability
insurance on recreational tramways. The governor shall from
time to time designate one of the appointive members to
serve as chairman;

2307
2308
2309
2310
2311
2312
2313
2314
2315
2316
2317
2318
2319
2320
2321
2322 Each appointive member of the board shall receive

thrity-one dollars and twenty-five cents for each day or
portion thereof spent in the performance of his official
duties; provided, that the total sum paid to any such

2323
2324
2325
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2326 appointive members thereof shall not exceed twelve hundred
and fifty dollars in any one year. Each member shall receive
from the commonwealth the expenses necessarily incurred by
him in the performance of his official duties.

2327
2328
2329

The commisioner shall provide the board with such clerical
and other assistance and inspectional personnel as may be
necessary to carry out the duties of the board.

2330
2331
2332

Section 103. As used in sections one hundred and three to
one hundred and ten, inclusive, the following words shall,
unless the context otherwise requires, have the following
meanings:

2333
2334
2335
2336

2337 “Recreational tramway”, a device used to transport
passengers uphill on skis, or in cars on tracks or suspended in
the air, by the use of steel cables, chains or belts or by ropes,
and usually supported by trestles or towers with one or more
spans. The term recreational tramway shall include the
following:

2338
2339
2340
2341
2342
2343 (1) Two-car aerial passenger tramway, a device used to

transport passengers in two open or enclosed cars attached
to, and suspended from, a moving wire rope, or attached to a
moving wire rope and supported on a standing wire rope, or
similar devices.

2344
2345
2346
2347
2348 (2) Multi-car aerial passenger tramway, a device used to

transport passengers in several open or enclosed cars attached
to, and suspended from, a moving wire rope, or attached to a
moving wire rope and supported on a standing wire rope, or
similar devices.

2349
2350
2351
2352
2353 (3) Skimobile, a device in which a passenger car running on

steel or wooden tracks is attached to and pulled by a steel
cable, or similar devices.

2354
2355
2356 (4) Chair lift, a type of transportation on which passengers

are carried on chairs suspended in the air and attached to a
moving cable, chain or link belt supported by trestles or
towers with one or more spans, or similar devices.

2357
2358
2359
2360 (5) J bar, T bar or platter pull, so-called, and similar types

of devices, means of transportation which pull skiers riding
on skis by means of an attachment to a main overhead cable
supported by trestles or towers with one or more spans.

2361
2362
2363
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(6) Rope tow, a type of transportation which pulls the
skiers riding on skis as the skiers grasp the rope manually, or
similar devices.

2364
2365
2366

“Operator”, a person, including the commonwealth or any
political subdivision thereof, who owns or controls the
operation of a recreational tramway.

2367
2368
2369

“Board”, the recreational tramway board.2370
Section 104. After a hearing, the board shall adopt, and

may from time to time amend or revoke, rules and
regulations for the construction, operation and maintenance
of recreational tramways and for the inspection, licensing and
certification of inspectors thereof. The attorney general shall
assist the board in framing such rules and regulations.

2371
2372
2373
2374
2375
2376

Section 105. No recreational tramway shall be operated
unless a license for such operation has been issued by the
board. Such license shall be issued for a term of not longer
than one year, upon application therefor on a form furnished
by the board, and upon a determination by the board that
the recreational tramway conforms to the rules and regu-
lations of the board. In making such determination the board
may rely upon the report of an inspector certified by it in
accordance with its rules and regulations.

2377
2378
2379
2380
2381
2382
2383
2384
2385

Section 106. Each application for a license or a renewal
thereof shall, except as hereinafter provided, be accompanied
by a fee in accordance with the following schedule:

2386
2387

Original License Renewal
$275.00 $75.00

Typoof Tramway
1. Two-car-aerial passenger tramway

2. Multi-car aerial passenger tramway
3. Skimobile

125.00 50.00
125.00 50.00
125.00 50.004. Chairlift
100.00 50.005. J Bar, T Bar, or platter pull

6. Rope tows 35.00 20.00

If such application is accompanied by a report of an
inspector certified by the board containing such information
as the board may by rule or regulation prescribe, such fees
shall be ten dollars for a license or a renewal thereof for a
rope tow and twenty-five dollars for a license or a renewal
thereof for any other type of recreational tramway.

2389
2390
2391
2392
2393
2394

2388
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2395 Section 107. Any operator who is aggrieved by any order
of the board may appeal therefrom to the superior court. No
such appeal shall suspend the operation of the order made by
the board; provided that the superior court may suspend the
order of the board pending the determination of such appeal
whenever, in the opinion of the court, justice may require
such suspension. The superior court shall hear such appeal at
the earliest convenient day and shall enter such decree as
justice may require.

2396
2397
2398
2399
2400
2401
2402
2403

Section 108. Whoever violates any provision of section one
hundred and six or any rule or regulation made under the
provisions of section one hundred and five, shall be punished
by a fine of not more than one hundred dollars, except that
any person who operates a recreational tramway, after the
license therefor has been suspended or revoked, shall be
punished by a fine of fifty dollars for each day of such
operation.

2404
2405
2406
2407
2408
2409
2410
2411

Section 109. Recreational tramways shall not be subject to
the provisions of chapter one hundred and fifty-nine, one
hundred and sixty, one hundred and sixty-one or one
hundred and sixty-two, and shall not be subject to the
jurisdiction or control of the department of public utilities.

2412
2413
2414
2415
2416

CINEMATOGRAPHS.2417
Section 110. No cinematograph or similar apparatus

involving the use of a combustible film more than ten inches
in length, except one using only an enclosed incandescent
lamp and cellulose acetate films not more than one and one
quarters inches in width, shall, except as provided by sections
one hundred and twenty-two and one hundred and twenty-
three be kept or used for the purpose of exhibiting such films
in or upon the premises of a public building until such
cinematograph or similar apparatus has been inspected and
approved by an inspector, who shall have placed thereon a
numbered metal tag; nor until a booth or enclosure, which
has been inspected and approved by such an inspector and his
certificate issued therefor, has been provided for said
apparatus; nor until such precautions against fire as the
commissioner of public safety may specify have been taken

2418
2419
2420
2421
2422
2423
2424
2425
2426
2427
2428
2429
2430
2431
2432
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by the owner, user or exhibitor; provided, that no such
apparatus shall be operated with oxyhydrogen gas, so-called,
or with limelight. In addition, in Boston the location of any
booth or enclosure surrounding such apparatus shall be
approved by the building commissioner, who may order such
additional precautions against fire as he may deem necessary.

2433
2434
2435
2436
2437
2438

Section 111. The inspectors shall inspect any such appa-
ratus which is to be kept or used as specified in the preceding
section, and any booth or enclosure provided therefor, and
the commissioner of public safety shall make such rules and
regulations as he may deem necessary for the safe use therof.

2439
2440
2441
2442
2443

Section 112. For the inspection of such apparatus or of a
booth or enclosure, as provided by section one hundred and
thirteen, a fee of three dollars for apparatus and five dollars
for booth or enclosure shall be paid by the owner or user
thereof.

2444
2445
2446
2447
2448

Section 113. No person shall operate such apparatus in any
public building until he has received a license so to do from
an inspector. No such license shall be granted until the
applicant has passed an examination proving him to be
thoroughly skilled in the working of the mechanical and
electrical apparatus or devices used therein or connected
therewith, nor unless he is the holder of a permit issued to
him under section one hundred and sixteen and has been
employed, for at least three months immediately prior to the
granting of such license, as an assistant under the supervision
of a licensed operator in a booth or enclosure in or upon a

public building, and no person under nineteen shall be
eligible for such examination. Twenty dollars shall accom-
pany the application for a license. The license shall be for the
term of one year from the date thereof, but may be renewed
yearly, without examination, by an inspector upon the
payment of a fee of ten dollars.

2449
2450
2451
2452
2453
2454
2455
2456
2457
2458
2459
2460
2461
2462
2463
2464
2465

Section 114. Any person over eighteen desiring to act as an

assistant to a holder of a license shall register his name, age

and address on a form furnished by the commissioner of
public safety; and upon the receipt of two dollars the
commissioner may issue a permit allowing such person to
assist such a licensed operator in a booth or enclosure, but

2466
2467
2468
2469
2470
2471
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such person shall not himself operate the apparatus. The
permit shall be for the term of one year from the date
thereof, but may be renewed yearly by the commissioner
upon the receipt of one dollar.

2472
2473
2474
2475

Section 115. Any person over nineteen who presents to
the commissioner of public safety an affidavit, signed and
sworn to by him, stating that he has operated a cinemato-
graph or similar apparatus in a booth or enclosure in a theatre
or hall devoted to public exhibitions of moving pictures
outside of the commonwealth for a period of three months
or more, shall be eligible for the examination, as provided in
section one hundred and fifteen, for a license.

2476
2477
2478
2479
2480
2481
2482
2483

Section 116. An operator’s license or an assistant’s permit
may be suspended or revoked for cause at any time by an
inspector; but the person whose license or permit is so
suspended or revoked may appeal to the commissioner of
public safety, whose decision in the matter shall be final.

2484
2485
2486
2487
2488

Section 117. Except in Boston, the commissioner of public
safety may grant permits for the special exhibition of
pictures by the use of a cinematograph or similar apparatus in
a public building which in his opinion is in safe condition for
such exhibitions, and he may prescribe such regulations as he
may deem necessary for the presentation of the same. Three
dollars shall accompany the application for each permit.

2489
2490
2491
2492
2493
2494
2495

Section 118. Sections one hundred and eleven to one
hundred and sixteen, inclusive, shall not apply to any motion
picture machine operated with only cellulose acetate films
not more than one inch and one fourth in width and
requiring not more than five hundred' watts of electric
current to operate the arc; provided, that such machines shall
not be kept or used in a public building except under such
regulations as the commissioner of public safety shall
prescribe.

2496
2497
2498
2499
2500
2501
2502
2503
2504

Section 119. Any person keeping or using a cinematograph
or similar apparatus contrary to any provision of sections one
hundred and eleven to one hundred and twenty-one, inclu-
sive, or in violation of any rule or regulation made by the
commissioner of public safety, or, in Boston, in violation of
any regulation or requirement made by the building commis-

2505
2506
2507
2508
2509
2510
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sioner in accordance with said sections, shall be punished by
a fine of not less than fifty nor more than five hundred
dollars.

2511
2512
2513

Section 120. Notwithstanding any provision of sections
one hundred and eleven to one hundred and twenty-one,
inclusive, the commissioner of public safety, upon appli-
cation accompanied by a fee of three dollars, may grant
special licenses for operators of motion picture machines in
churches, schoolhouses or public institutions which in his
opinion are in safe condition for said exhibitions, and he may
prescribe regulations for the proper conduct of the same.

2514
2515
2516
2517
2518
2519
2520
2521

Section 121. Notwithstanding any of the provisions of
sections one hundred and eleven to one hundred and
twenty-two, inclusive, a cinematograph or similar apparatus
adapted to the use of standard width films, if specifically
licensed and approved by the commissioner of public safety
as evidence by a tag attached thereto by his authority, may
be used as hereinafter provided, in connection with a
portable projector and without a booth and subject to such
further conditions and regulations as the commissioner may
prescribe, for educational purposes in schools and other
institutions of learning, or for business or demonstration
purposes. Said cinematograph or apparatus shall be used only
with cellulose acetate or equally incombustible films marked
in the margin at least once in every linear foot as safe and
incombustible, and tagged or marked as inspected by an
inspector, and only in connection with an incandescent
electric lamp of not more than six hundred watts. Such
approval and license shall be granted only upon the written
application, accompanied by a fee of three dollars, of the
superintendent of schools in a city or town in case of
intended use in a public school, or of the responsible head of
the university, college, technical or private school or county
extension service, as the case may be, or if to be used for
business or demonstration purposes, upon the written appli-
cation of a responsible citizen. The commissioner shall also
cause to be posted on apparatus so approved and licensed a
statement of the terms and conditions governing its use and
the penalty hereinafter prescribed for their violation. The
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said commissioner, or such local authority as the commis-
sioner may designate, may, upon payment of a fee of three
dollars, grant a license for the term of one year to operate
such a cinematograph or apparatus, under the conditions
herein specified, to any suitable person twenty-one years of
age or over. Said license may be renewed on payment of a fee
of two dollars. Any license or approval granted under this
section may be revoked by the commissioner, or the local
authority authorized to grant the same. Violation of any
provision of this section or of any rule, regulation, term or
condition imposed by the commissioner of public safety
under its provisions shall be punished by a fine of not more
than five hundred dollars or by imprisonment for not less
than two nor more than six months, or both.

2550
2551
2552
2553
2554
2555
2556
2557
2558
2559
2560
2561
2562
2563
2564 Section 122. Whoever sells or leases or offers or exposes

for sale or lease, or loans any nitrous or combustible film as
cellulose acetate, incombustible or safety film, or whoever
stamps or marks any nitrous or combustible film as cellulose
acetate, incombustible or safety film, shall be punished by a
fine ofnot less than one hundred nor more than five hundred
dollars or by imprisonment for not less than six months nor
more than two years, or both.

2565
2566
2567
2568
2569
2570
2571

Section 123. No cinematograph or similar apparatus
intended for use as a motion picture shall be sold, offered for
sale or leased unless and until it has been inspected and
approved by an inspector as evidenced by a plate which the
inspector shall affix thereto upon which shall be set forth the
kind of films which may lawfully be used in operating said
cinematograph or apparatus and the penalties prescribed for
its unlawful use. Violation of this section shall be punished
by a fine of not less than one hundred nor more than five
hundred dollars, or by imprisonment for not less than six
months nor more than two years, or both.

2572
2573
2574
2575
2576
2577
2578
2579
2580
2581
2582
2583 Section 124. The storage or distribution for purposes of

public exhibition and all public exhibition of thirty-five
millimiter nitrate motion picture film is hereby prohibited.
Violation of this section shall be punished by a fine of not
less than ten dollars nor more than fifty dollars.

2584
2585
2586
2587
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1 SECTION 2. Section thirteen of chapter twenty-two of the
2 General Laws is hereby repealed.

SECTION 3. The members of the board of standards at the
2 effective date of this act shall be immediately appointed to
3 fill the appropriate new positions in the state building code
4 commission. Such new terms of office for the members of

5 the former board of standards shall be governed by section
6 two of chapter one hundred and forty-three, as amended by
7 this act. All orders, rules, and regulations duly made by the
8 board of standards, abolished
9 force and effect, and shall thereafter be enforced by the stat

)de commission until superseded, revised, r
uni

w'ise requir

SECTION 4. Section three of chapter
the General Laws as appearing in chapter s
sixty-one of the Acts and Resolves of

rty-three B of
a hundred and

■ebv
4 amended by striking oi b ,ir the

following words; “model building codes

SECTION 5. Section seventy-eight A of chapter one
hundred and forty-three, inserted by this act, shall go into
effect upon promulgation of the state building code.

SECTION 6. Upon promulgation of the state building code
2 sections seventy-eight and seventy-nine as included in this act
3 are hereby repealed.
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