
Minutes of the Regular Meeting 
of the Massachusetts Board of Elementary and Secondary Education 

 
March 23, 2010 

8:38 a.m. – 12:55 p.m. 
 

Department of Elementary and Secondary Education 
75 Pleasant Street 

Malden, MA  
 

Members of the Board of Elementary and Secondary Education Present: 
 
Maura Banta, Chair, Melrose 
Harneen Chernow, Vice Chair, Jamaica Plain 
Gerald Chertavian, Cambridge 
Michael D'Ortenzio Jr., Chair, Student Advisory Council, Wellesley 
Thomas E. Fortmann, Lexington 
Beverly Holmes, Springfield 
Jeff Howard, Reading 
Ruth Kaplan, Brookline 
Dana Mohler-Faria, Bridgewater 
Paul Reville, Secretary of Education, Worcester 
Sandra L. Stotsky, Brookline 
 
Mitchell D. Chester, Commissioner of Elementary and Secondary Education, Secretary 
to the Board 
 
 
Chair Maura Banta called the meeting to order at 8:38 a.m. 
 
Comments from the Chair 
 
Chair Banta updated the Board on activities over the past month where she represented 
the Board, including: a visit to the MATCH school with Board member Michael 
D'Ortenzio Jr.; an invitation by Harvard Graduate School of Education Dean McCartney 
to attend a talk by USED Secretary Arne Duncan on Race to the Top; a meeting with Bob 
Schwartz and Chris Gabrielli, who founded a new group called Massachusetts Education 
Innovation Group; participating in a Rennie Center session on STEM in MetroWest along 
with Board member Tom Fortmann; and three days in Washington, D.C. for a Wallace 
Foundation workshop on leadership development and a National Association of State 
Boards of Education (NASBE) conference. 
 
Chair Banta referred members to a memorandum written by Executive Office of 
Education General Counsel Nick Martinelli on mandatory participation in ethics training 
for all state employees. 
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Comments from the Commissioner 
 
Commissioner Chester talked about the previous evening's premiere of “High School 
Quiz Show” on WGBH. The commissioner said he was in Washington, D.C. this past 
weekend and met with WGBH President and CEO Jon Abbott and WGBY-Springfield 
Vice President and General Manager President Rus Peoter at the third annual meeting 
where the Council of Chief State School Officers (CCSSO) convened chiefs together 
with local public broadcast affiliates. 
 
Vice Chair Harneen Chernow arrived at 8:45 a.m. 
 
Commissioner Chester said the Department is participating in a number of projects with 
WGBH, including the merging of their Teacher Domain with the Department's own 
portal for teachers and a NOVA project to identify exemplary science teachers. The 
commissioner said the state participated in a 90-minute interview for Race to the Top 
finalists with a team of external reviewers in Washington last week. The commissioner 
also reported that he and Secretary Reville met with the state student advisory council 
and that he attended the CCSSO annual spring conference, which focused on federal 
education policy. 
 
Comments from the Chair 
 
Chair Banta asked Board member Beverly Holmes to provide an update on her 
participation in a NASBE study group. Ms. Holmes said she is a member of the Structure 
of Schools study group to examine time and technology. Ms. Holmes said the group will 
examine what schools should look like in the future and will make recommendations 
around models for learning and instruction, policy supports and barriers, common core 
standards and international benchmarks, and the policy climate for continuous 
improvement. Ms. Holmes said the group is expected to make its recommendations in 
October. Commissioner Chester said NASBE annually sponsors one or two study groups, 
and that it is a privilege to have Ms. Holmes serve on this group. 
 
Chair Banta asked Board member Jeff Howard to provide an update on the work of the 
Proficiency Gap Committee. Dr. Howard said he hopes to have the committee's report for 
the next Board meeting, and will ask the chair for time on the agenda. 
 
Approval of the Minutes 
 
On a motion duly made and seconded, it was: 
  
VOTED: that the Board of Elementary and Secondary Education approve the 

minutes of the February 23, 2010 regular meeting as amended.  
 
The vote was unanimous. 
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Common Core Standards 
 
Chair Banta thanked Board member Sandra Stotsky for her suggestion to invite high 
school educators and college faculty to address the Board on the Common Core draft 
standards in English language arts and mathematics. The chair said the Board's special 
meeting the prior evening featured excellent comments and participation by practitioners. 
The chair said the draft standards are currently out for public comment, and there is still 
time to influence changes. 
 
Commissioner Chester said he favors aiming high and looking at the best standards in the 
world, because political boundaries are less important today to economic opportunity. 
The commissioner said he supports getting the Common Core right and that a lot of 
progress has been made. Commissioner Chester said he was pleased to have Susan 
Pimentel and Jason Zimba, both of whom serve on the Common Core writing teams, in 
attendance. The commissioner thanked Dr. Stotsky for her participation in the Validation 
Committee. Commissioner Chester said he was concerned that there is a campaign going 
on to condemn the standards before they are completed. The commissioner said this is an 
effort worth contributing to and worth getting right, and that he would not endorse any 
slippage from the Commonwealth's high standards. 
 
Deputy Commissioner Jeff Nellhaus said the Department has a close working 
relationship with Susan Pimentel and Jason Zimba, and they have been very responsive to 
our comments.  
 
English language arts 
 
Susan Pimentel, who serves on the Common Core's ELA writing team, thanked the Board 
for the opportunity to address it. Ms. Pimentel said that since last fall, the team has 
worked closely with the Massachusetts team, and that Dr. Stotsky has provided 
comments. Ms. Pimentel said Massachusetts is important because it is a leader and it has 
great standards. 
 
Ms. Pimentel said she was asked to comment on what she heard at last evening's special 
meeting. She said the major concern was about content, and that there was not the right 
balance of content and skills. Ms. Pimentel said she heard the concern around literary 
terms, elements, and foundational works, and that those may not be clear enough. She 
said she heard a lot of support for Appendix B. She said Massachusetts has delightful and 
informative exemplars throughout its framework and the team wants to learn from that. 
Ms. Pimentel said she heard a call for a definitive list of authors, but that is something the 
team can't get other states to agree to do. 
 
Ms. Pimentel said the hallmark of the Common Core is a focus on informational text. She 
said the team heard that foundational skills have to go further than grade 3, which will be 
addressed in the next round of standards. She said she heard a lot of positive comments 
on text complexity, but also that it's too complicated and may be a burden on teachers. 
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Ms. Pimentel said she agreed and that the language in Appendix A needed to be cleaned 
up. She said there was a mix of comments on writing. 
 
Secretary Reville arrived at 9:12 a.m. 
 
Ms. Pimentel said she heard about grammar and conventions, and talk about the control 
of writing versus correct writing. She said that Board member Holmes had asked whether 
students are engaged and motivated enough. Ms. Pimentel said we know that students are 
not reading and writing enough, and that maybe the added examples will enliven their 
learning. For college and career ready standards, Ms. Pimentel said those haven't been 
clear enough, and that several standards cannot by themselves define what “college and 
career ready” means. 
 
Commissioner Chester asked Ms. Pimentel where the team goes from here. She said this 
is a work in progress, and public comment will be collected until early April. More than 
2,000 people have already weighed in. Ms. Pimentel said the team will look across the 
comments in April and see where to go from there, and that a final draft would be 
developed in April or May. 
 
Mathematics 
 
Mr. Zimba said it is very helpful to hear from practitioners in person. He said there are 
three writers in math, along with 50-65 experts. Mr. Zimba said that during last night's 
special meeting, he heard that the team was on the right track in several areas, including: 
(1) the balance between understanding and doing; (2) a lack of repetition, and bringing 
things to closure; and (3) number development. Mr. Zimba said that among the areas in 
which he heard criticism were: (1) identifying priorities at each grade; (2) jargon and 
language; (3) fluency in math number facts earlier; (4) algebraic thinking, patterns and 
functions; and (5) a very clear critique of the high school standards. 
 
Mr. Zimba addressed two additional areas, Algebra I in grade 8 and college readiness. 
Mr. Zimba said it is important to make sure Algebra is "authentic." Mr. Zimba said the 
intellectual prerequisite for Algebra I has to be in K-7, and that a lot of Algebra I in 8th 
grade is short of authentic. Mr. Zimba said the standards permit but do not require states 
to require all students to take Algebra I. Mr. Zimba said the team has worked to make K-
7 preparation as solid as possible. 
 
In terms of college readiness, Mr. Zimba said a problem is that there are too many 
empirical bases for it.  One can look at college admission requirements or at high school 
graduation requirements up through Algebra II. Mr. Zimba said that doesn't suffice, and 
there is no accepted definition of Algebra II.  He said minimally to be college ready a 
student has to pass Algebra II. Mr. Zimba said we will improve rigor based on what 
students in the best performing countries are learning He noted that Achieve is doing a 
comparison with the O-level curriculum in the U.K. 
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Commissioner Chester thanked the presenters, the educators who spoke at the special 
meeting, and Department staff who are working on this. Deputy Commissioner Nellhaus 
said there will be no Board vote until next fall, and the Board would send out the final 
document for public comment. Dr. Fortmann asked the commissioner to explain what 
options are available. Commissioner Chester said there are three possibilities: The Board 
could vote to adopt the Common Core standards verbatim, or the Board could vote to 
adopt revised Massachusetts standards that are substantially consistent with the Common 
Core, or the Board could vote to adopt the Common Core standards verbatim with some 
additional Massachusetts-specific components. The commissioner said it is unclear where 
the federal government will end up on this as well as the National Governors Association 
(NGA) and the Council of Chief State School Officers (CCSSO). The commissioner said 
this is a state-led effort. He said an important question, yet to be answered, is what would 
the U.S. Department of Education consider to be an appropriate notion of adoption. 
 
Ms. Kaplan asked about the nature of national standards. The commissioner said these 
are not national standards, they are state-developed common standards. The 
commissioner said to the extent that the federal government would tie funding to the 
adoption of Common Core standards, that could blur the distinction between state 
adopted and federally required. 
 
Dr. Stotsky recommended a pathway 3 for Algebra I at grade 8, with a standard that 
would be internationally benchmarked. She suggested that students who take 
trigonometry and pre-calculus would be likelier to be college-ready than students who 
take Algebra II. Dr. Stotsky said patterns are not the same as pre-algebra; a NAEP 
validity study two or three years ago that looked at test items for states and NAEP noted a 
lot of bad pattern items on all tests. 
 
Mr. Zimba said the idea of a third pathway is a good one, and could show calculus as one 
of the pathways. Mr. Zimba said the concept of college readiness is minimal and focuses 
on non-selective colleges. He agreed with Dr. Stotsky’s comment about patterns.  
 
Dr. Stotsky said she had a serious problem with the vocabulary standards, and math and 
science vocabulary must be taught because the contextual approach does not work. Ms. 
Pimentel said the team hears the critique and will follow up. 
 
Vice Chair Chernow thanked the panels from last night's special meeting for an excellent 
and informative dialogue. She said she understands that in ELA, people are looking for 
more descriptive and imaginative, creative thinking. In math, people are looking for a 
hierarchy of what's important. Vice Chair Chernow asked if the standards are expected to 
build upon existing textbooks rather than forcing new purchases of textbooks and 
technology. Mr. Zimba said the focus is on the ends, not the means. He said technology is 
used to understand math better and enrich the curriculum but it is an opportunity, not a 
requirement. Mr. Zimba also said the team would go back and evaluate Appendix A. 
 
Commissioner Chester said that Vice Chair Chernow's comment is a major challenge – 
how to implement higher quality curriculum and instruction in every classroom, and how 
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to get the implementation right. The commissioner said the state's Race to the Top 
application would provide curricular and technology supports to help teachers deliver 
high quality curricula. 
 
Secretary Reville said the state is doing the right thing to participate in this process, and 
that Massachusetts can learn and can improve on its standards. The secretary said it's not 
clear yet what adoption means, and that a number of things need to be clarified before 
final judgment can be made. The secretary said the original objective of defining “fewer, 
clearer, higher standards” is a challenge. Secretary Reville asked how the team 
approaches the tension in achieving an objective with fewer standards. Ms. Pimentel said 
in ELA, there are ten general standards with a progression of what it takes to get a student 
to the college and career ready standard. She said fewer are the college and career ready 
standards, and clearer are grade by grade specifics. Mr. Zimba said the high school 
standards need more focus and coherence. Secretary Reville said no one here is looking 
for a national curriculum, and in the end, it is all about whether we can execute the 
standards and get all students to achieve them. 
 
Dr. Howard said the focus on college ready is the right focus, and there ought to be a 
statement that these standards and expectations apply to all students. 
 
Dr. Fortmann said the college ready definition could be problematic because in some 
instances, college algebra is a remedial course or high school algebra and not college 
level material. He said he is an advocate of getting states together to agree on common 
standards without federal intervention. Dr. Fortmann said he applauds this effort. He said 
the K-7 math standards are really quite good, are well written, and in many ways clearer 
and make more mathematical sense than our own standards. Dr. Fortmann said those 
standards just need some adjusting and some more detail. He said the properties of 
arithmetic need to be emphasized. He said the issue of Algebra in grade 8 needs to be 
addressed. Dr. Fortmann said the 9-12 math standards are not ready for prime time, but 
he looks forward to the next draft. 
 
Mr. D'Ortenzio Jr. thanked the presenters, said that Appendix A makes sense, and said he 
would favor a third pathway. Mr. D'Ortenzio Jr. said he heard one speaker say that 
Massachusetts standards say "understand and demonstrate," while the Common Core 
standards mostly say "understand." He endorsed Dr. Howard’s comments. Ms. Kaplan 
said the standards should be run by students in high school, college, and vocational 
settings for a reality check. Ms. Kaplan asked how you create standards that don't hold 
back some students but are not too rigorous for other students. Mr. Zimba said this is a 
challenge; grade by grade is the right approach, with multiple pathways at later grades, 
and individual differences could be addressed through different kinds of assessments. 
 
Mr. Chertavian thanked the writers for their work, which he said holds a lot of promise. 
Mr. Chertavian said that over 75 percent of all jobs will require more than a high school 
education. Mr. Chertavian said many of us still think of college in the same way we 
consumed it – 4 years, fixed terms, attending college between ages 18-22. Mr. Chertavian 
said only 7 out of 100 adults in America today got their degree between 18–22. Mr. 
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Chertavian asked the writers how they thought through career ready, and whether there is 
content required as well as skills required. Mr. Zimba said that many organizations have 
work readiness standards that go far beyond any academic content area. Mr. Zimba said 
those are excellent ideas but the team only focused on academic content dimensions. He 
also said the team did not create two notions, one for college and the other career. Ms. 
Pimentel said that logic, reasoning, the ability to mount an argument, and research are all 
very important. Ms. Pimentel said the ability to collaborate and work together, grammar 
conventions, emphasis on informational text, and literature are also important to career 
readiness. 
 
Commissioner Chester thanked the Board for an excellent discussion. The commissioner 
said he is committed to sticking with this project, and he hopes the common standards 
will actually add value to the Massachusetts standards.  
 
Comments from the Secretary  
 
Secretary Reville said the six Readiness Centers are getting going, and his office has 
worked with them on developing a program. The secretary said he has begun to reach out 
to fellow cabinet officers as stipulated by the education reform law, which requires us to 
connect health and human services with education. Secretary Reville said that Higher 
Education Commissioner Richard Freeland recently released his Visions Project, which 
will highlight the work of the public higher education system and a set of indicators of 
educational and research-related outcomes. 
 
Public Comment 
 

 Dr. Emily Dexter, Director of Research for the Center for Reading Recovery and 
Literacy Collaborative at Lesley University, addressed the Board on the results of 
a federally-funded study on the positive effects of a teacher coaching model on K-
12 literacy achievement. 

 
Children’s Behavioral Health Task Force and Related Initiatives 
 
Commissioner Chester said that one of the conditions for school effectiveness relates to 
healthy schools, and it is timely to provide the Board with an update on the work of the 
Children's Behavioral Health Task Force. The commissioner said both chambers of the 
Legislature have passed an anti-bullying bill, and tentatively the plan is to discuss that 
topic at the April Board meeting. 
 
Associate Commissioner John Bynoe presented an overview of the work of the Task 
Force, which was established under a 2008 state law,  Act Relative to Children’s Mental 
Health, and submitted a Behavioral Health and Public School Interim Report to the 
legislature in December 2009. 
 
Ms. Kaplan asked how participating schools were selected. Associate Commissioner 
Bynoe said the Department had sent letters to schools, which were self-selected. 
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Associate Commissioner Bynoe said this work is a springboard for the work of the 
Department’s Center for Student Support, Career & Education Services and provides an 
important tool for schools to see what systems they have in place and how well aligned 
those are. Commissioner Chester said this is designed to be a self-assessment tool to get 
the school community to think about policies and practices for promoting healthy 
behavior. The commissioner said that Associate Commissioner Bynoe and his staff are 
engaged with districts and also provide support on an ad hoc basis in crises. 
 
Dr. Howard asked if there were data available on behavioral outcomes, including 
suspension rates and referrals to the principal's office. Associate Commissioner Bynoe 
said this was not part of the task force. Commissioner Chester said the Department is 
charged to do a statewide assessment of the degree to which schools are implementing 
this framework. Dr. Howard said it would be important to see the results to determine if 
this initiative has any impact. The commissioner said we can, for example, look at any 
correlation between suspension rates and academic results. Secretary Reville said the 
work here is critical to ensure a healthy platform for academic learning. The secretary 
asked if attendance, tardiness, and dropout rates would be in the tool or report. Associate 
Commissioner Bynoe said that truancy would be in the final report. The secretary said 
that truancy should be looked at as a behavior itself. 
 
Ms. Kaplan asked if behavioral health will be a factor with schools identified as Level 4 
schools. The commissioner said the instrument will be used in schools at Levels 4 and 5 
as well as Level 3, to build capacity for supporting students’ social-emotional well-being. 
 
Proposed Regulations on Charter Schools, 603 CMR 1.00 
 
Director of Charter Schools Mary Street presented an overview of the new charter school 
law, which creates three different kinds of Horace Mann schools as well as other 
provisions concerning recruitment and retention, proven providers, and backfilling vacant 
seats. Ms. Street said the proposed regulations address the recruitment and retention plan 
requirement as well as adding a clarification on the backfilling requirement. Associate 
Commissioner Jeff Wulfson said another new element was related to the calculation of 
surplus accumulations. Associate Commissioner Wulfson said that after a public 
comment period, final adoption of the regulations would take place at the May Board 
meeting. Associate Commissioner Wulfson said the plan is to reference the regulations in 
the new application materials the Department sends out this spring and to advise charter 
schools and districts to prepare to meet these new regulations.  
 
Dr. Stotsky asked about charter schools, such as the Chinese immersion school, where 
students need to start at the beginning of the sequence, and what happens if students drop 
out in terms of filling those slots. Associate Commissioner Wulfson said the new law 
requires charter schools to backfill in the lower half of grades they serve, and if the 
vacancy occurs after February 15th, the school must hold the spot and backfill it at the 
beginning of the next school year. 
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Vice Chair Chernow asked if the role of the Board is the same for all three types of 
Horace Mann schools, to which the answer was yes. Vice Chair Chernow asked if proven 
providers have to come from Massachusetts or can they come from anywhere. Associate 
Commissioner Wulfson said they are not limited to Massachusetts. Vice Chair Chernow 
asked whether student growth is a factor in the qualifications to achieve proven provider 
status. She said she would be interested to see something about dropouts, exclusions, and 
suspensions to evaluate proven providers. She said the lottery process on page 11 could 
be clearer. Vice Chair Chernow asked if we could add something to say we encourage or 
expect strong retention. Associate Commissioner Wulfson said the Department will take 
note of all the suggestions on language for the final regulations. He said the language on 
surplus, by statute, refers only to tuition revenues.  
 
Ms. Kaplan asked about recruitment and student interviews. Ms. Street said interviews 
and placement tests may not be used to restrict admissions. Associate Commissioner 
Wulfson said some schools have post-acceptance placement tests. Ms. Street said the 
retention and recruitment plan must be approved, and the Department plans to issue more 
detailed guidance. 
 
Dr. Fortmann expressed concern about the language on page 7, paragraph (f), around 
private and parochial schools not being eligible to become charters. Dr. Fortmann said 
the new language and use of the word "become" is stronger than what the statute says. 
The commissioner said this is a tricky issue and that the Department would be open to 
suggestions. 
 
Dr. Stotsky said a lot of this should be up to administrative judgment. She suggested 
requiring each charter school to provide the Department by November of each year with 
the results of an intake survey on why parents chose to enroll their children in the charter 
school and exit surveys on why parents took their children out of the school. Associate 
Commissioner Wulfson said this would be useful information, but asked whether this is 
something that needs to be constant, or a one-time research study. Commissioner Chester 
said before putting such a requirement into the regulations, the Department should first 
look for existing data. The commissioner said he did not see this as appropriate for the 
regulations. 
 
On a motion duly made and seconded, it was: 
 
MOVED: that each charter school provide the Department of Elementary and 

Secondary Education by November of each year the results of intake 
surveys on why parents choose to enroll and exit surveys on why they 
took their children out of the school. 

 
The motion failed 1-10. Dr. Stotsky voted in support of the motion. 
 
Ms. Holmes asked about non-profit businesses. Associate Commissioner Wulfson said 
the language mirrors the statute, and that if a business is for-profit, it may not be part of 

 9



the applicant group. Ms. Holmes asked how to ensure that parents act as partners. Ms. 
Street said that charter applicants will have to describe outreach efforts. 
 
Secretary Reville said that on the private-parochial matter, there is a need for clear, 
transparent procedures. The secretary said that on page 10, there should be more detail on 
what the recruitment and retention plans intend to include. Ms. Street said the statutory 
language includes a lot of detail, and we can provide additional guidance. Dr. Fortmann 
moved that the 1st sentence of paragraph (f) on page 7 be replaced with the exact sentence 
in statute. Commissioner Chester said he did not have a problem with that substitution. 
 
On a motion duly made and seconded, it was: 
 
VOTED: that the first sentence of paragraph (f) on page 7 of the draft 

regulations be replaced with the exact sentence in statute. 
 
The vote was 10-1. Vice Chair Chernow voted in opposition. 
 
On a motion duly made and seconded, it was: 
 
VOTED: that the Board of Elementary and Secondary Education, in 

accordance with G.L. c. 69, § 1B, hereby authorize the Commissioner 
to proceed in accordance with the Administrative Procedure Act, G.L. 
c.30A, § 3, to solicit public comment on the proposed amendments to 
the Regulations on Charter Schools, 603 CMR 1.00, as presented by 
the Commissioner. The proposed amendments implement the changes 
to the charter school statute, M.G.L. c. 71, §89, as amended by 
chapter 12 of the acts of 2010.   

 
The vote was unanimous. 
 
School and District Accountability and Assistance: Proposed Regulation on 
Placement of Schools in Level 4, 603 CMR 2.03(3) 
 
Commissioner Chester said the Department received three comments on the proposed 
regulations on the placement of schools in Level 4. The commissioner said he would 
bring the full set of regulations around interventions to the Board in April. 
 
Dr. Mohler-Faria had to leave the meeting at 12:47 p.m. 
 
Deputy Commissioner Karla Baehr said there was a change made in the drafting of the 
legislation relative to improvement in student academic performance meaning growth 
model, and a directive to use growth as one of two criteria. Deputy Commissioner Baehr 
said this can be made clear in the guidance document. Mr. D'Ortenzio Jr. asked whether 
the regulations are under the purview of the Board, and if the Board could make 
additional changes. General Counsel Rhoda Schneider said yes, the Board could make 
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changes, but if they were significant changes, the regulations would once again have to 
be sent out for public comment.  
 
Vice Chair Chernow asked about the notification issue related to Chair Walz's comment, 
and when that would happen. Deputy Commissioner Baehr said it would be once per year 
and that she anticipates an annual notification. The vice chair also asked about the 
difference between dismissal, suspension, and exclusion. Deputy Commissioner Baehr 
said exclusion occurs when a student is excluded from all school activities for 45 days or 
more, where a dismissal sends a student home for the balance of the day. Secretary 
Reville said that for the charter school data, it appeared that what were dismissals for 
behavioral reasons were getting counted as suspensions. 
 
On a motion duly made and seconded, it was: 
 
VOTED: that the Board of Elementary and Secondary Education, in 

accordance with G.L. c. 69, §§ 1B and 1J, as amended by Chapter 12 
of the Acts of 2010, and having solicited and reviewed public comment 
in accordance with the Administrative Procedure Act, G.L. c.30A, § 3, 
hereby amend the Regulations on Underperforming Schools and 
School Districts, 603 CMR 2.00, as presented by the Commissioner. 
The regulation relates to placement of schools in Level 4 
(underperforming). It replaces the current regulation 603 CMR 
2.03(3).   

 
The vote was unanimous. 
 
Deputy Commissioner Baehr said these changes do not affect the list of 35 likely Level 4 
schools, so that list will become the 35 schools. She said districts will move forward to 
initiate local stakeholder groups, look at their data, and engage in redesign work that will 
result in a turnaround plan that the commissioner will authorize. Secretary Reville asked 
if there was any demographic analysis. Deputy Commissioner Baehr said that the 35 
schools represent 17,000 students, and if that were a district itself, it would be the fourth 
largest school district in the Commonwealth. Eighty-seven (87) percent of students in 
those 35 schools are eligible for free or reduced-price lunch, close to one in four students 
are students with disabilities, and close to one in five are English language learners. 
Secretary Reville said the correlation is tight between poverty and achievement gaps. 
 
Next Meeting 
 
The next regular meeting of the Board of Elementary and Secondary Education is 
scheduled for Tuesday, April 27, 2010 at Nashoba Valley Technical High School in 
Westford. 
 
On a motion duly made and seconded, it was: 
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VOTED: that the Board of Elementary and Secondary Education adjourn the 
meeting at 12:55 p.m., subject to the call of the chair. 

 
The vote was unanimous. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
 
 

Mitchell D. Chester 
Commissioner of Elementary and Secondary Education 

and Secretary to the Board 
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