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formal or administrative character may be heard, examined and 
investigated by an employee of the commission designated and 
assigned thereto by the commissioner. Such employee shall make 
a report in writing on every such matter to the commissioner for 
the commissioner's decision thereon. For the purposes of hearing, 
examining and investigating any such matter such employee shall 
have all of the powers conferred upon a commissioner by section 
seventeen, and all pertinent provisions of said section shall 
apply to such proceedings. 

Approved November 1, 1979. 

Chap. 671. AN ACT AUTHORIZING THE DEPARTMENT OF 
PUBLIC WORKS TO ERECT SIGNS ON STATE 
HIGHWAYS INDICATING THE AVAILABILITY OF 
CERTAIN SERVICES FOR THE CONVENIENCE OF 
THE PUBLIC. 

Be it enacted, e tc . , as follows: 
Chapter 85 of the General Laws is hereby amended by striking 

out section 2D, inserted by chapter 862 of the acts of 1967, and 
inserting in place thereof the following section:-

Section 2D. The department may, upon application by an 
interested person or persons and upon payment of an appropriate 
fee to be established by the department, erect on state highways, 
signs indicating the availability of gas, food and lodging and 
telephone or other services convenient to the public. Said signs 
shall be erected at such locations and shall be of such size and 
color and contain such wording or symbol as the department 
deems proper for the public convenience, and such signs shall 
be maintained by the department. Any sign erected under this 
section shall not constitute a billboard or other advertising 
device, as defined in section thirty of chapter ninety-three. 
The department may make such rules and regulations as may be 
necessary to carry out the provisions of this section. 

Any fees collected under this section shall be paid over to the 
state treasurer and credited to the Highway Fund. 

Notwithstanding the provisions of section five of chapter 
thirty A, no rule, regulation, change of regulation, or condition 
of the public works commission promulgated pursuant to the 
provisions of this section shall take effect except as hereinafter 
provided. 

A copy of every such rule, regulation or condition shall be 
filed with the clerks of the senate and the house of representa
tives and shall be forthwith referred by them to the joint com
mittee on transportation. 

Said committee shall file a written report with the clerks of the 
senate and house of representatives within sixty days after the 
filing of the copy thereof with said clerks stating whether said 
rules, regulations and conditions are consistent with the statutory 
provisions under which they were promulgated. 

Said rules, regulations and conditions shall take effect unless 
disapproved by a majority vote of both branches of the general 
court sixty days after the filing of the copy thereof with the 
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clerks of the senate and house of representatives unless the 
general court has prorogued within said sixty days. 

If the general court prorogues within sixty days of the filing 
with the clerks of the senate and house of representatives of 
such rules, regulations and conditions, said clerks shall refer 
the same to said committee in the next session of the general 
court. Said committee shall report as hereinbefore provided, 
within sixty days of the first day of such session and such 
rules, regulations and conditions shall take effect sixty days 
after such first day of such session unless disapproved by the 
majority vote of both branches of the general court within such 
sixty days. 

The clerks of the senate and house of representatives shall 
notify the commission of the action taken thereon by the general 
court. 

Approved November 1, 1979. 

Chap. 672. AN ACT INCREASING THE AMOUNT TRUST 
COMPANIES, SAVINGS BANKS AND CO-OPERA
TIVE BANKS MAY INVEST IN UNITS OF 
CONDOMINIUMS. 

Be it enatced, e t c . , as follows: 

SECTION 1. Section 51C of chapter 167 of the General Laws 
is hereby amended by striking out the second sentence, as most 
recently amended by chapter 74 of the acts of 1974, and inserting 
in place thereof the following two sentences:- The aggregate 
balance of principal of all such loans outstanding at any one time 
shall not exceed twenty per cent of the deposits of such bank. 
A bank shall maintain an annual record of each such mortgage 
which shall indicate whether such mortgage is on a unit in a 
structure originally constructed as a condominium, in a structure 
which had been converted to a condominium, or in a structure 
which is presently being converted to a condominium. 

SECTION 2. The requirements for records on firt mortgages 
on a unit of a condominium prescribed by section one of this act 
shall only be compiled on such mortgages made, acquired or 
participated in after the effective date of this act. 

Approved November 1, 1979. 

Chap. 673. AN ACT RELATIVE TO THE HANDLING OF 
SLASH. 

Be it enacted, e t c . , as follows: 

SECTION 1. Section 16 of chapter 48 of the General Laws is 
hereby amended by striking out section 16, as most recently 
amended by chapter 108 of the acts of 1973, and inserting in 
place thereof the following section:-

Section 16. For the purposes of this section and section 
sixteen A, the following words and phrases shall have the follow
ing meanings: 

"Forest or woods road", any permanently maintained road that 


