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To the Honorable Senate and House ofRepresentatives

“RESOLVE INCREASING THE MEMBERSHIP
AND THE SCOPE OF THE SPECIAL COMMISSION ESTABLISH-
ED TO MAKE AN INVESTIGATION AND STUDY RELATIVE TO
THE MODERNIZATION OF COUNTY GOVERNMENT.”

There can be no question that further in-depth study of our
system of county government is essential. That system is in drastic
need of reform. We must have effective government at the regional
level, and we must consider what functions now performed by the
counties could be better carried out by the state. The necessary
study is in progress. At the executive level I have directed the Office
of Planning and Program Coordination (OPPC), the agency which
drew up the plans for reorganizing our state government, to conduct
an in-depth study of county government.

Study at the legislative level is important as well. Last year I was
pleased to sign and to recommend initial funding for the Special
Commission studying county government, which is the subject of
this resolve. I have directed OPPC to cooperate closely with the
Commission. However, the resolve in its present form is unaccept-
able.

The Special Commission currently consists of two senators, three
representatives, and four persons to be appointed by the Governor,
three of whom shall be representatives of the County Commissioners
and Sheriffs Association of Massachusetts. This bill would add two
senators, tour representatives, and two persons to be appointed by
the Governor, both representatives of the County Commissioners and
Sheriffs Association.
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In my view, this would deny any effective public representation
on the Commission. House 5101 not only decreases the proportion-
ate number of commission members who may be appointed by the
executive, but continues to restrict them to county officials. County
officials are already adequately represented on this Commission.
What is needed now are provisions for a sufficient number of public
members to give the Commission the breadth of experience and
judgement it needs.

I therefore recommend the resolve be amended as follows:
By striking out after the word “representatives” in line five of the

engrossed resolve, the words “and two persons to be appointed by
the Governor, who shall be representatives of the County Commis-
sioners and Sheriffs Association of Massachusetts” and inserting in
place thereof the following: and four persons to be appointed by
the Governor.

Respectfully submitted.

FRANCIS W. SARGENT,
Acting Governor of the Commonwealth.


