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scattered in such a manner as to minimize the danger from fire. 
Wherever multiple highway systems exist adjacent to cuttings, no 
slash shall be permitted within one hundred feet from the outer 
edge of the highway. No slash shall be permitted within twenty-
five feet of any brook, stream, pond, river or water supply. 

This section shall apply to cutting or clearing operations not 
subject to the provisions of chapter one hundred and thirty-two. 

Approved November 1, 1979. 

Chap. 674. AN ACT FURTHER DEFINING AND REGULATING 
CLINICS SUBJECT TO LICENSURE. 

Be it enacted, e t c . , as follows: 

SECTION 1. Section 52 of chapter 111 of the General Laws, 
as most recently amended by section 3 of chapter 1186 of the 
acts of 1973, is hereby further amended by striking out the 
definition of "Clinic" and inserting in place thereof the following 
definition: -

"Clinic", any entity, however organized, whether conducted 
for profit or not for profit, which is advertised, announced, 
established, or maintained for the purpose of providing ambulatory 
medical, surgical, dental, physical rehabilitation, or mental 
health services. In addition, "clinic" shall include any entity, 
however organized, whether conducted for profit or not for 
profit, which is advertised, announced, established, or maintained 
under a name which includes the word "clinic", "dispensary", or 
"institute", and which suggests that ambulatory medical, surgical, 
dental, physical rehabilitation, or mental health services are 
rendered therein. With respect to any entity which is not 
advertised, announced, established, or maintained under one of 
the names in the preceding sentence, "clinic" shall not include a 
medical office building, or one or more practitioners engaged in 
a solo or group practice, whether conducted for profit or not for 
profit, and however organized, so long as such practice is 
wholly owned and controlled by one or more of the practitioners 
so associated, or, in the case of a not for profit organization, 
its only members are one or more of the practitioners so associated 
or a clinic established solely to provide service to employees or 
students of such corporation or institution. No matter how the 
clinic is named, "clinic" shall not include a clinic conducted by a 
hospital licensed under section fifty-one or by the federal govern
ment, the commonwealth, or a local health department. 

SECTION 2. Said section 52 of said chapter 111 is hereby 
further amended by adding the following definition :-

"Practitioner", any individual who may diagnose and treat 
madical, surgical, dental, physical rehabilitation, or mental 
health problems without limitation within the confines of his 
profession. 

SECTION 3. Section 53 of said chapter 111, as most recently 
amended by section 4 of chapter 1186 of the acts of 1973, is 
hereby further amended by striking out the last sentence and 
inserting in place thereof the following sentence:- The depart
ment or its agents may visit and inspect at any time any institu-
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tion, entity, or unit subject to licensure under section fifty-one. 
SECTION 4. Section 56 of said chapter 111, as amended by 

section 6 of chapter 891 of the acts of 1967, is hereby further 
amended by adding the following paragraph :-

The supreme judicial or superior court shall have jurisdiction 
upon the filing of a civil complaint by the department to restrain 
and enjoin any violation of sections fifty-one to fifty-six, inclu
sive, or any regulations promulgated thereunder, and to take 
such other action as equity and justice may require to enforce 
them. 

Approved November 1, 1979. 

Chap. 675. AN ACT TO REGULATE PUBLIC EXPENDITURES 
TO HOSPITALS FOR EXPENSES INCURRED IN 
LABOR DISPUTES. 

Be it enacted, e tc . , as follows: 
SECTION 1. Section 32 of chapter 6A of the General Laws is 

hereby amended by inserting after the fourth paragraph the 
following paragraph:-

No hospital shall receive reimbursement or payment from any 
governmental unit for amounts paid to employees, as salary, or 
to consultant or other firms, as fees, where the primary respon
sibility of the employees or consultants is , either directly or 
indirectly, to persuade or seek to persuade the employees of the 
hospital to support or oppose unionization. Attorney's fees for 
services rendered in dealing directly with a union, in advising 
hospital management of its responsibilities under the National 
Labor Relations Act, or for services at an administrative agency 
or court or for services by an attorney in preparation for the 
agency or court proceeding shall not be deemed to be support or 
opposition to unionization. 

SECTION 2. Section 37 of said chapter 6A, as appearing in 
section 4 of chapter 409 of the acts of 1976, is hereby amended 
by inserting after the second paragraph the following paragraph :-

No such modification of charges shall be approved if it includes 
funds which may be paid to employees, as salary, or to consultant 
or other firms, as fees, where the primary responsibility of the 
employees or consultants is, either directly or indirectly, to 
persuade or seek to persuade the employees of the hospital to 
support or oppose unionization. Attorney's fees for services 
rendered in dealing directly with a union, in advising hospital 
management of its responsibilities under the National Labor 
Relations Act, or for services at an administrative agency or 
court for services by an attorney in preparation for the agency 
or court proceeding shall not be deemed to be support or opposi
tion to unionization. 

SECTION 3. The provisions of this act shall not apply to 
reimbursements for salaries of any full time employee of a hospital 
personnel department, provided that such employee commenced 
such full time employment at least eighteen months prior to the 
date of any union representation election. 

Approved November 1, 1979. 


