
SENATE 253

By Mr. Barrus, a petition of John B. Barrus for legislation to extend cov-
erage of the State Labor Relations Act to agricultural workers. Commerce
and Labor.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Seventy.

An Act extending coverage of the state labor
RELATIONS ACT TO AGRICULTURAL WORKERS.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

1 Section 1. Section 2of Chapter 150 A is hereby amended
2 by inserting after the words “agricultural laborer” in sub-
-3 section 3 the words; unless he is an employee of a person
4 employing more than four permanent employees.

1 Section 2. Said chapter 150 is hereby further amended by
2 inserting after section 4C, as most recently amended by sec-
-3 tion 1 of chapter 133 of the acts of 1969, the following sec-
-4 tion;—
5 Section 4D. It shall be an unfair labor practice:—
6 (1) for an agricultural, horticultural or floricultural em-
-7 ployer to institute, declare or cause, or to attempt to institute,
8 declare or cause, any lockout of any of its agricultural, horti-
-9 cultural or floricultural employees; or

10 (2) for any employee of an agricultural, horticultural or
11 floricultural employer or a representative of any such em-

-12 ployee or any other person, to engage in, induce or encourage
13 any strike, work stoppage or slowdown, or interfere with the
14 feeding and proper care of animals or domestic fowl, the trans-
-15 portation of milk or other agricultural, horticultural or flori-
-16 cultural products to market, or the growing or harvesting of
17 agricultural, horticultural or floricultural crops, or the collec-
ts tion of eggs.
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Any dispute between such an employer and a bargaining
unit of employees of such an employer which is not resolved
by the parties thereto within ninety days after the initiation
of collective bargaining negotiations, shall not earlier than the
determination of the growing or harvesting season, be referred
to arbitration under the provisions of chapter one hundred
and fifty C at the request of either party to such dispute. Any
decision of the arbitrators under this section relative to com-
pensation of employees shall be retroactive to the date of the
initiation of said negotiations.
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