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By Mr. Weeks, a petition of William D. Weeks for legislation relative to
county appropriations and county taxes, land for the approval of county appro-
priations by a county finance board. Counties.

®hp (Uontmmmtpalth of ilajEsarbuartte

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Seventy

An Act relative to county appropriations and county taxes,
AND FOR THE APPROVAL OF COUNTY APPROPRIATIONS BY A COUNTY
FINANCE BOARD.

Be it enactedby the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

1 Section 1. Section 14 of chapter 34 of the General Laws,
2 as most recently amended by chapter 58 of the acts of 1947, is
3 hereby further amended by striking out the first paragraph
4 and substituting in place thereof the following;
5 In addition to such powers and duties as may otherwise be
6 conferred or imposed by law, the commissioners may provide
7 for erecting and repairing court houses, jails and other neces-
-8 sary public buildings within and for the use of their county,
9 but no money shall be paid or liability incurred for erecting

10 such court houses, jails and other necessary public buildings
11 or for additions thereto, in excess of the amount specifically
12 authorized by the general court, and no bills for construction
13 or enlargement of a jail, house of correction or reformatory
14 shall be incurred or paid until the places therefor have been
15 approved by the commissioner of correction, except as other-
-16 wise provided.

1 Section 2. Section 14 of chapter 35 of the General Laws,
2 as amended, is hereby further amended by striking out the
3 last three words of the last sentence so that the sentence
4 shall read: County officers may continue the several de-
-5 partments under their charge after the close of the financial
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6 year, at the rate of expenditure authorized for the previous
7 year, until an appropriation has been made.

1 Section 3. Section 25 of chapter 35 of the General Laws, as
2 most recently amended by section 1 of chapter 175 of the acts
3 of 1933, is hereby further amended by striking out in the
4 second sentence the words “by the general court” so that the
5 sentence shall read: Such statement shall contain a table
6 setting forth the appropriation made for each specific object,
7 the amount expended therefrom, the unexpended balance
8 thereof, and any excess of payments over said appropriation.

1 Section 4. Section 28 of chapter 35 of the General Laws, as
2 most recently amended by section 1 of chapter 316 of the
3 acts of 1955, is hereby amended by striking out the last two
4 sentences thereof and substitution therefor the following:
5 The clerk of the county commissioners shall record the fore-
-6 going in a book kept therefor, and, on or before January thir-
-7 ty-first, shall send a copy thereof, by him attested and signed
8 by the chairman, to the county treasurer and to the said di-
-9 rector, who shall analyze and classify said estimates. The di-

-10 rector shall not later than March first next following, send a
11 copy of the report to the mayor of each city, the selectmen
12 of each town and the representatives to the general court
13 from and in said county.

1 Section 5. Section 28A of chapter 35 of the General Laws,
2 as most recently amended by section 7 of chapter 158 of the
3 acts of 1945, is hereby further amended by striking out the
4 last two sentences and substituting therefor the following:
5 The clerk of the commissioners shall record the foregoing in
6 a book kept therefore and, on or before February fifteenth,
7 shall send a copy thereof, attested by him and signed by the
8 chairman, to the director, who shall analyze and classify said
9 estimates. The director shall, not later than March first next

10 following, send a copy of said report to the mayor and select-
-11 men of each city and town in the tuberculosis hospital district
12 of any such county, and to the representatives to the general
13 court from any such county.
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1 Section 6. Section 29 of chapter 35 of the General Laws,
2 as mosit recently amended by section 2 of chapter 158 of the
3 acts of 1945, is hereby amended by striking out said section 29,
4 substituting in place thereof the following;
5 Section 29. The expenditure of money by each county shall
6 be in accordance with appropriations as approved by a county
7 finance board in each such county, which shall specify as sepa-
-8 rate appropriations the several items of expenditure, as pre-
-9 scribed by the director of accounts. At the closing of the county

10 treasurer’s books on January tenth, the balance to the credit
11 of each appropriation shall become a part of the general unap-
-12 propriated balance in the county treasury; but no special ap-
-13 propriation shall lapse until the work for which it was made
14 has been completed, the bills paid and the account closed.
15 The county finance board of a county shall be composed of
16 each senator and representative to the general court from such
17 county, and a representative of each city and town in the
18 county. The mayor of each city and the selectmen of each
19 town shall have the power of appointment of the respective
20 representative from each such city or town. The clerk of the
21 commissioners in each county shall serve as the clerk for the
22 county finance board.
23 The mayor of each city and the selectmen of each town
24 shall, after January first of each year, notify the clerk of the
25 name of the representative from such city or town by written
26 communication attested and signed by such mayor or select-
-27 men. The clerk shall thereupon, after February first, issue a
28 call of a meeting of the county finance board.
29 By a majority numerical vote of those present and voting,
30 the county finance board shall (a) elect a presiding officer for
31 the year and (b) determine its rules of procedure, including
32 the appointment of any committees for the consideration of
33 the county budget as a whole or any of its separate items, or
34 of any committee to preside at public meetings.
35 The powers of the county finance board shall be (a) to ap-
-36 prove the county budget, or any item thereof, or to increase
37 or decrease any item thereof, to the extent permitted or re-
-38 quired by law, and (£>) to require the submission of informa-
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39 tion by the county commissioners on such budget or any item
40 thereof.
41 The voting on the budget or any item thereof shall be as
42 follows: each representative to the general court shall have
43 one vote, the representatives of each town having ten thousand
44 or less registered voters in the most recent general election
45 shall have one vote each, and each representative of each
46 other city or town shall have the number of votes equal to
47 the number derived by dividing the number of registered vot-
-48 ers of such city or town at the most recent general election
49 by ten thousand for raising or lowering such figure to the
50 nearest whole number.
51 As soon as practical after March first the county finance
52 board shall provide for a public hearing on the proposed coun-
-53 ty budget following two weeks’ notice by publication in not
54 more than three newspapers published in the same or an ad-
-55 joining county.
56 The county commissioners shall provide the county finance
57 board with suitable accommodations and with such clerical
58 employees as may be necessary for the proper performance of
59 the work of the board.

1 Section 7. Section 30 of chapter 35 of the General Laws,
2 as most recently amended by section 3 of chapter 158 of the
3 acts of 1945, is hereby further amended by striking out, in the
4 third and fourth lines, the words “as authorized annually by
5 the general court, and” so that the section shall read as
6 follows:
7 Section 30. The amount which the county commissioners
8 of each county except Suffolk and Nantucket, shall levy as a
9 county tax shall be as computed by adding together the

10 amount of the annual appropriation and of any new special
11 appropriation, so far as the money therefor is to be raised
12 by taxes and deducting therefrom the probable receipts from
13 all sources except loans, and so much of the unappropriated
14 balance in the county treasury at the closing of the treasurer’s
15 books for the previous year as in excess of ten percent of the
16 tax levy for said year. The county commissioners shall also
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levy annually as a county tax a sum sufficient to meet the debt
and interest maturing in that year, if no other provision
therefor has been made.

Section 8. Section 34 of chapter 35 of the General Laws, as
most recently amended by section 3 of chapter 591 of the acts
of 1948, is hereby further amended by striking out, in line 3
the words “by the general court”, and by striking out, in line
the words “by the general court”.








