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By Mr. DiCarlo, a petition of Joseph J. C. DiCarlo for legislation to author-
ize the licensing of a game commonly called beano. Government Regulations.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Seventy.

An Act authorizing the licensing of a game
COMMONLY CALLED BEANO.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled, and hy theauthority of the same, as follows:

1 Section 1. Chapter 271 of the General Laws is hereby
2 amended by Striking out section six B.

1 Section 2. Said chapter 271 is hereby further amended by
2 inserting after section 22A the following section:—
3 Section 228. Nothing in this chapter shall authorize the
4 prosecution, arrest or conviction of any person for promoting
5 or playing, or for allowing to be conducted, promoted or
6 played, the game commonly called beano, or substantially the
7 same game under another name in connection with which
8 prizes are offered to be won by chance; provided, the said
9 game is conducted under a license issued by the commissioner

10 of public safety, under the provisions of section fifty-two of
11 chapter one hundred and forty-seven.

1 Section 3. Chapter 147 of the General Laws is hereby
2 amended by adding, under the caption LICENSING OF GAME
3 COMMONLY CALLED BEANO, the following three sec-
-4 tions:—
5 Section 52. Any fraternal organization having chapters or
6 branches in at least one other New England state, any re-
-7 ligious organization under the control of or affiliated with an
8 established church of the commonwealth, and any veterans’
9 organization incorporated or chartered by the Congress of the

10 United States or listed in clause (12) of section five of chap-
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11 ter forty, and any other organization which has been incorp-
-12 orated under chapter one hundred and eighty for at least
13 ten years and whose purposes are charitable or fraternal, de-
-14 siring to operate or conduct the game commonly called beano,
15 or substantially the same game under another name, in con-
-16 nection with which prizes are offered to be won by chance,
17 may upon application to the commissioner be granted a
18 license to conduct said game in a city or town which has
19 voted to allow granting of licenses for the operation, holding
20 or conducting of said game therein; provided, that the ap-
-21 plication of such organization is in the case of a city, other
22 than the city of Boston, approved by the mayor and council,
23 in a town by the board of selectmen, and in the city of Boston
24 by the licensing board for said city; and provided further,
25 that such organization has been in existence for at least five
26 years immediately prior to June first, nineteen hundred and
27 sixty-eight.
28 The commissioner shall annually in January file a report
29 with the clerk of the house of representatives and the clerk
30 of the senate showing the cities and towns which have li-
-31 censes issued therein, the number of licensees by categories
32 of organizations, the revenue received from these licenses
33 compiled from information provided by the commissioner of
34 corporations and taxation, and such other information as he
35 may deem relevant, together with recommendations for such
36 legislation as he dees appropriate.
37 The fee for such license shall be two dollars, or in the case
38 of an annual license twenty-five dollars. The proceeds of
39 said fees shall be divided equally between the commonwealth
40 and the city or town in which the game is to be conducted.
41 Such license may be revoked at the discretion of the com-
-42 missioner, and shall be suspended upon written request to the
43 commissioner by the city or town approving authority as set
44 forth above in this section. The action of the commissioner in
45 suspending or revoking a license shall be final, and the licensee
46 shall not have a right of appeal.
47 No such license shall be granted to allow the operation,
48 holding or conduct of said game on a Sunday. Each license
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49 shall limit the playing of said game to the hours between seven
50 o’clock post meridian and twelve o’clock midnight. Each
51 such organization licensed hereunder shall be limited to
52 conducting said games to one night, other than Sunday, in
53 each calendar week, and said night shall be set forth in the
54 license.
55 No licensee shall give a prize which exceeds fifty dollars
56 in value, either in cash or merchandise.
57 No alcoholic beverages shall be sold, dispensed or consumed
58 on the premises of the licensee during the hours said game is
59 being conducted therein, nor shall any minor be admitted to
60 any such premises while said games is being conducted therein.
61 No game shall be advertised or publicized by sign or bill-
-62 board beyond the city or town limits covered by each license.
63 Any organization licensed under this section to conduct said
64 game shall operate, manage and control said game by its own
65 members. Whoever, not being a member of such organization,
66 operates said game under a license issued to such organization
67 shall be punished by a fine of one thousand dollars and by
68 imprisonment for not more than one year.
69 If an organization licensed to conduct beano fails to exercise
70 exclusive control and management of said game, or fails to
71 have one of its members in good standing in full control and
72 management of the game at all times during its operation, it
73 shall be punished by a fine of not more than one thousand
74 dollars.
75 The profits of any game licensed to be conducted under this
76 section shall be the property of the organization conducting
77 said game, and shall be used for charitable, religious or edu-
-78 cational purposes, and shall not be distributed to the mem-
-79 bers of such organization. No person shall be entitled to a
80 percentage of any money received as a result of conducting
81 said game.

82 A separate checking account shall be kept of receipts and
83 expenditures of beano and money for expenses shall be with-
-84 drawn only by checks having pre-printed consecutive num-
-85 bers and made payable to a specific person or corporation and
86 at no time shall a check be made payable to cash. Net pro-
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87 coeds from beano shall be kept in a separate bank account
88 and the organization shall file an annual report in January
89 of the charitable, religious or educational disbursements for
90 the preceding year with the commissioner of public safety
91 and the mayor and council of selectmen in such form as the
92 commissioner may prescribe.
93 Accurate records and books shall be kept by each licensee
94 showing the total amount of all monies deposited by people
95 who played, attended or participated in said games, the ex-
-96 penses incurred, and the name and address of each person
97 receiving said money. The commissioner, the approving au-
-98 thority of the city or town wherein said game is conducted,
99 or their duly authorized agents or representatives, shall at

100 all times have access to said records and books of any licensee
101 for the purpose of examining and checking the same.
102 The commissioner may make such other rules and regulations
103 for the conduct of said game as he may deem necessary to
104 carry out the provisions of this section and section fifty-three.
105 Section 53. Any organization operating, holding or conduct-
-106 ing a game of beano under section fifty-two shall, within ten
107 days after the date of said game, file a return with the com-

-108 missioner of corporations and taxation, in such form as he,
109 with the approval of the state tax commission, may determine,
110 and shall pay therewith a tax of ten per cent of the proceeds
111 derived from such game of beano, the expenses thereof having
112 first been deducted therefrom.
113 All the provisions of chapter sixty-two relative to the as-
-114 sessment, collection, payment, abatement, verification and ad-
-115 ministration of taxes, including penalties, shall, so far as
116 pertinent, be applicable to the tax imposed by this section.
117 All sums received by the commissioner of corporations and
118 taxation from the tax imposed by this section, including in-
-119 terest thereon, fees, penalties, forfeitures, costs of suits or
120 fines, less all amounts refunded thereon, together with any
121 interest or costs paid on account of such refunds, shall be
122 paid into the treasury of the commonwealth and credited to
123 'the GeneralFund.
124 Section 54. The state secretary shall cause to be placed on
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125 the official ballot used in the cities and towns at the biennial
126 state election in the year nineteen hundred and seventy-four
127 and at every second biennial state election thereafter the fol-
-128 lowing question:—
129 Shall licenses be granted in this city (or town) for the
130 operation, holding or conducting of a [YES
131 game commonly called beano? NO
132 If a majority of the votes cast in answer to said question

4133 is in the affirmative, such city or town shall be taken to have
134 authorized, for the four calendar years next succeeding, the
135 licensing of a game commonly called beano, in accordance
136 with the provisions of sections fifty-two and fifty-three of
137 this chapter.

1 Section 4. This act shall be submitted for acceptance to the
2 qualified voters of the cities and towns at their next city or
3 town election in the form of the following question to be
4 placed on the official ballot to be used in said sections: “Shall
5 licenses be granted in this city (or town) for the operation,

6 holding or conducting of a game
7 commonly called beano?”

YES
NO

8 If a majority of the votes cast in a city or town in answer
9 to said question is in the affirmative, such city or town shall

10 be taken to have authorized, until the end of calendar year
11 nineteen hundred and seventy-four the operation, holding or
12 conducting of a game commonly called beano in accordance
13 with the provisions of sections fifty-two to fifty-four, in-
-14 cusive, of chapter one hundred and forty-seven of the Gen-
-15 era! Laws.
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