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By Mr. Ward, a petition of Joseph D. Ward for legislation relative to steno-
graphic reporting of testimony given before grand juries. The Judiciary.
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Seventy.

An Act relative to stenographic reporting of
TESTIMONY GIVEN BEFORE GRAND JURIES.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

1 Section 86 of Chapter 221 of the General Laws as amended
2 is hereby repealed and the following new section is inserted
3 in place thereof:
4 Section 86. STENOGRAPHER FOR GRAND JURY; DIS-
-5 TRIBUTION AND CUSTODY OF STENOGRAPHIC NOTES
6 AND TRANSCRIPTS OF TESTIMONY.
7 Notwithstanding any provision of law to the contrary, the
8 justices of the Superior Court shall appoint a stenographer or
9 stenographers as necessary, Who shall be sworn, and who shall

10 take stenographic notes of all testimony given before any
11 grand jury. Such notes or any transcripts thereof, shall be
12 transmitted to the clerk of the superior court in the county in
13 which the grand jury sits and shall be impounded and pre-
-14 served by said cerk.
15 Upon motion of the district attorney or the attorney
16 general, or the defendant before trial in any case in which
17 a “true bill” has been returned, the justice of the superior
18 court to which the indictment has been returned shall order
19 that stenographic transcripts of such stenographic notes be
20 prepared, which transcripts shall be provided to said moving
21 party not before arraignment of the defendant but not less
22 than 10 days before the Commonwealth shall move for trial
23 in said case. At any time in the course of any trial, upon an
24 indictment in the superior court, or during the pendancy of
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25 any appeal from such trial the justice of the superior court
26 in which the trial is held shall upon motion of the district at-
-27 torney, the attorney general or the defendant, order that sten-
-28 ographic transcripts of such stenographic notes be prepared,
29 which transcripts shall be provided to said moving party forth-
-30 with. Where justice requires, the justice of the superior court
31 or justice of the supreme judicial court, may stay further
32 proceedings in said case pending delivery of said transcripts to
33 the moving party.


