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By Mr. Quinlan, a petition of John M. Quinlan for the adoption of resolu-
tions by the General Court memorializing the Congress of the United States
to enact legislation to provide for a comprehensive reform of the selective
service system. Public Safety.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Seventy.

Whereas, the present selective service system keeps young men
in a state of jeopardy for the unconscionable period of seven and
one-half years, with their fate controlled by a complex of regula-
tions which are subject to constant change and which are applied
by local boards in so capricious a manner as to make the ultimate
decision on induction or deferment seem utterly arbitrary to the
individual concerned; and

Whereas, the present system discriminates against the poor, the
less educated, and racial minorities, and works in favor of the
wealthy and better educated, who can find draft havens in college,
graduate school, teaching or other favored professions; and

Whereas, the inequities of this system can only stir resentment
among draftees toward those who enjoy draft exemptions and who
in some instances rationalize their advantageous position through
intermperate and indiscriminate criticism of the structure and
goals of our government and society; and

Whereas, many draft exempt college students appear to be de-
veloping a culture which sanctions the use of any tactic to avoid
the draft, and a large segment of this generation of potential lead-
ers is thus maturing with a cynical view toward the obligations of
national service; and

Whereas, the inequalities of the system having contributed to
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the causes of justifiable campus protest, the same system can be
and is used without regard for due process as a weapon to punish
protest and stifle dissent, diminishing public respect for military
service while creating a vicious cycle of distruct and antagonism
between the generations; Therefore be it

Resolved, that the General Court of Massachusetts respectfully
urges the Congress of the United States to enact in its 1970 ses-
sion a comprehensive reform of the selective service system, in-
cluding adoption of a random selection system, establishment of
national standards for determining eligibility, deferments, and
exemptions, shortening the period of uncertainty for individuals
subject to the draft, eliminating the premium placed upon evasion
devices, and, in general, doing away with those features of the
present system which have had the most unreasonably disruptive
effects on the lives of our young people and the most dangerously
devisive effects on our society as a whole; and be it further

Resolved, that copies of these resolutions be transmitted forth-
with by the Secretary of the Commonwealth to the presiding officer
of each branch of the Congress and to each member thereof from
the Commonwealth.


