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By Mr. Ward, a petition of Joseph D. Ward for legislation to establish the
board of registration of motor vehicle repairmen and regulating the business of
motor vehicle repairing. Public Safety.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Seventy

Be it enacted by theSenate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

1 Section 1. Chapter 13 of the General Laws is hereby
2 amended by adding after section 69, under the caption BOARD
3 OF REGISTRATION OF MOTOR VEHICLE REPAIRMEN,
4 the following three sections;

5 Section 10. There shall be a board of registration of motor
6 vehicle repairmen, in this section and in sections seventy-one
7 and seventy-two called the board, consisting of nine members
8 to be appointed by the governor, three of whom shall be
9 garage owners and have operated motor vehicle service and re-

-10 pair shops for at least five years immediately preceding ap-
-11 pointment, and three of whom shall be automobile dealers
12 and shall have operated motor vehicle service and repair
13 shops for at least five years immediately preceding appoint-
-14 ment. As the term of a member expires, his successor shall
15 be appointed in like manner for a term of three years. Each
16 member shall continue to serve until his successor is appointed
17 and qualified. Any vacancy may be filled in like manner and
18 subject to the same conditions for the remainder of the un-
-19 expired term.
20 Section 71. Each member of the board shall receive from
21 the commonwealth forty dollars for each day or portion
22 thereof spent in attending meetings of the board, and he shall
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23 be reimbursed for necessary traveling expenses actually in-
-24 curred by him in attending said meetings; provided, however,
25 that such compensation and expenses shall not in any year
26 exceed the receipts from licenses and registrations paid to
27 the commonwealth by the board.

28 Section 72. The board shall meet annually in the month
29 of December at such time and place as it shall determine, shall
30 hold four regular meetings each year and may hold such
31 special meetings as may be required. The time, place and 4
32 notice of all meetings shall be as required by rules or by-laws.
33 The board shall establish such other rules and regulations as
34 it may deem necessary in the performance of its duties. Five
35 members of the board shall constitute a quorum. A written
36 record which shall be open to public inspection shall be kept
37 of all meetings and of all business transacted thereat. The
38 board may, subject to chapter thirty-one, employ a secretary
39 and such other clerical and technical assistants as may be
40 necessary to discharge its duties. The commonwealth shall
41 provide the board with adequate office space.

1 Section 2. Chapter 112 of the General Laws is hereby
2 amended by adding after section 107, under the caption
3 REGISTRATION OF MOTOR VEHICLE REPAIRMEN, the
4 following six sections:
5 Section 108. The following words as used in this section
6 and in section one hundred and nine to one hundred and thir-
-7 teen, inclusive, shall have the following meanings:
8 “Board”, the board of registration of motor vehicle repair-
-9 men established by section seventy of chapter thirteen.

10 “Motor vehicle repairman”, any person who engages in the
11 maintenance and repair of motor vehicles for hire or wage.
12 It shall not include production workers employed in the manu-
-13 facture of motor vehicles. *

14 “Maintenance and repair of motor vehicles”, all maintenance
15 of and repairs to motor vehicles which are directly related to
16 the mechanical operation of the vehicle, except that it shall
17 not include fueling, changing oil, water, or batteries or such
18 other serving functions as the board by rule or regulation
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19 determines to be similar, or the making of such repairs and
20 adjustments as are not directly related to the mechanical
21 operation of the vehicle.

22 Section 109. No person shall represent himself to be a
23 motor vehicle repairman or an automobile mechanic, nor shall
24 he advertise himself as such unless he has a valid certificate
25 of registration as a motor vehicle repairman, lawfully issued
26 by the board. Every holder of a certificate of such registra-
-27 tion shall display it in a conspicuous place in his shop or place
28 of employment within the commonwealth.
29 Section 110. No person shall engage in the occupation of
30 maintaining and repairing motor vehicles unless he has been
31 issued a certificate of registration by the board.
32 Section 111. Application for registration as a motor vehicle
33 repairman shall be made in writing to the board, signed by
34 the applicant, setting forth the date, if any, during which such
35 applicant has been engaged in the occupation of motor vehicle
36 repairman, the name of his last employer, and the name and
37 place of the motor vehicle service facility repair shop, service
38 station or garage then employing him or into whose employ
39 he is about to enter. An applicant shall submit with his ap-
-40 plication a recommendation from his employer or prospective
41 employer stating that the applicant is of good moral character
42 and recommending that he be granted a certificate of registra-
43 tion. If an applicant is the owner and operator of a motor
44 vehicle repair service or facility or an officer of a corporation
45 engaged in the business of motor vehicle repair, he shall sub-
-46 mit with his application a recommendation from another motor
47 vehicle repair service or facility or from a responsible person
48 within the industry who has personal knowledge of the repu-
-49 tation and fitness of the applicant. The form of the applica-
-50 tion shall contain such other information as the board may
51 require. Each application for examination shall be accom-
-52 panied by a registration fee of twenty-five dollars.
53 The board shall hold examinations of said applicants which
54 shall be designed to test the knowledge and skill of the appli-
-55 cant in repairing, servicing and inspecting any motor vehicle
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56 authorized to be operated on the highways of the common-
-57 wealth. The examination may be practical, written or oral, or
58 any combination of the same, as the board may determine.
59 The examinations shall be compiled, conducted and graded by
60 the board. Upon the successful passing of such examination,
61 the board shall register the successful applicant as a motor
62 vehicle repairman, and shall issue a certificate of registration
63 which shall be valid for a period of one year from the date
64 of issue. Thereafter each such certificate may upon payment
65 of a fee of ten dollars be x’enewed annually.

66 Section 112. The board may suspend or revoke any certif-
-67 ioate of registration if after due notice and hearing its finds
63 that the holder of such certificate:
69 (a) Knowingly made a misrepresentation of a material
70 fact in his application for a license or renewal thereof;
71 (t>) Within three years prior to the issuance of such cer-
-72 tificate he pleaded guilty to, entered a plea of nolo con-
-73 tendere, or was adjudged guilty in a court of competent
74 jurisdiction of forgery, embezzlement, obtaining money un-
-75 der false pretenses, extortion, conspiracy to defraud, bribery
76 or any other crime involving moral turpitude;
77 (c) Knowingly and unlawfully failed or refused to ac-
-78 count for or to pay over money or other valuables belonging
79 to another which came into his possession as a result of
80 the repair of any motor vehicle;
81 (d) Knowingly engaged in false, deceptive or misleading
82 advertisement concerning the repair of motor vehicles;
83 (e) Knowingly engaged in conduct in connection with
84 the repair of motor vehicles which demonstrated incom-
-85 potency;
86 (/) Knowingly performed services, repairs, or inspection
87 of motor vehicles for a commission, compensation, or other
88 valuable consideration at or for an unlicensed repair shop
89 or facility.
90 The board shall give a thirty-day notice in writing of any
91 hearing to any registrant whose certificate the board seeks
92 to suspend or revoke. Said notice shall specify the place,
93 time and date of the hearing, and shall enumerate the allega-
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94 tions upon which the board seeks such suspension or revoca-
-95 tion. A stenographic record of all proceedings before the board
96 shall be made and shall be filed with the board.
97 Any person aggrieved by the decision of the board may
98 seek a judicial review of the board’s action in the district
99 court. In such case the secretary of the board shall transmit

100 to the said district court a certified copy of all proceedings
101 before the board.

102 Section 113. No person shall present as his own the certif-
ies icate of registration of another, or give false or forged evi-
-104 dence to the board or any member thereof in obtaining a
105 certificate, or use or attempt to use a certificate that has
106 been revoked.
107 Whoever violates any provision of this section, or the pro-
-108 visions of section one hundred nine or one hundred ten shall
109 be punished by a fine of not more than one thousand dollars
110 or by imprisonment in jail for not more than ninety days, or
111 both.

1 Section 3. Notwithstanding any other provisions of this
2 act, any person over the age of twenty-one years and of good
3 moral character, who submits evidence to the board of regis-
-4 tration of motor vehicle repairmen that, for not less than
5 five years prior to the passage of this act, he has been regu-
-6 larly engaged in the occupation of motor vehicle repairman
7 or automobile mechanic, shall be entitled to receive, without
8 examination, a certificate of registration as a motor vehicle
9 repairman, if he files such application therefor together with

10 the fee for an original certificate not later than one year after
11 the effective date of this act.

1 Section 4. In making the original appointments to the
2 board of registration of motor vehicle repairmen, established
3 by section seventy of chapter thirteen of the General Laws
4 inserted by section one of this act, the governor shall appoint
5 three members for terms of one year each, three for terms of
6 two years each and three for terms of three years each, as he
7 may designate. Upon the completion of the term of any such
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8 member, his successor shall be appointed in the manner and
9 for the term presented in said section seventy of said chapter

10 thirteen.
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