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SENATE No. 1425

Executive Department
State House, Boston, May 13, 1970.

To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives.

In accordance with the provisions of Article LVI of the Amend-
ments of the Constitution, I am returning, herewith, Senate Bill
No. 683 entitled “AN ACT PROHIBITING THE USE OF A
CEMETERY FOR THE MAKING OF A COMMERCIAL MOTION
PICTURE FILM WITHOUT PERMISSION.”

This bill would require the previous consent of the mayor or
board of selectmen for the purpose of using the premises of a
cemetery for making a commercial motion picture film.

There are both municipal and private cemeteries throughout
the Commonwealth. A municipality may, by accepting certain
sections of the General Laws, provide for the election of cemetery
commissioners. It may also provide by ballot that the selectmen
shall appoint a board of cemetery commissioners. Also, groups
of citizens may organize themselves into cemetery corporations
for the maintenance and operation of private cemeteries.

This legislation, as presently written, might be interpreted to
provide that the approval of the mayor or board of selectmen
would take precedence over the authority vested in the municipal
cemetery commissioners or the executive officers of a private
cemetery in their responsibilities in managing their cemetery
properties.

There may be occasions for the use of a cemetery for motion
picture filming, but in such cases I believe that the public ceme-
tery commissioners or the officers of the private association should
have some jurisdiction in the matter of granting approval of the
use of the premises for any such purposes.

I therefore, recommend the bill be amended as follows
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“By striking out the first sentence of section 428 of chapter
114, inserted by this act, and inserting in place thereof the follow-
ing sentence: - “No person shall use the premises of a cemetery
or burial place for the purpose of making a motion picture film
for commercial purposes without the previous consent of the
cemetery corporation or the board of cemetery commissioners, if
any, having jurisdiction of the cemetery, not without the previous
consent of the mayor or the board of selectmen of the city or
town in which such cemetery or burial place is located.”

Respectfully submitted

FRANCIS W. SARGENT,
Acting Governor of the Commonwealth


