
Senate, July 16, 1970.

The committee on Natural Resources and Agriculture, to whom
was referred the third report of the special commission established
(under Chapter 77 of the Resolves of 1969 and revived and con-
tinued under Chapter 3 of the Resolves of 1970) relative to the
marine boundaries and resources of the Commonwealth (Senate,
No. 1405), reports the accompanying Bill (Senate, No. 1482).

For the committee,

PHILIP A. QUINN.

SENATE No. 1482
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Seventy.

An Act further defining the ocean territory of the
COMMONWEALTH.

Be it enacted by theSenate andHouse of Representatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

1 Section 1. Chapter 1, Section 3of the General Laws, as
2 most recently amended, is hereby amended by striking out
3 said Section 3 and inserting in place thereof the following
4 new Section 3:
5 Section 3. (a) Marine Boundaries of the Commonwealth.
6 Subject to such lateral boundaries as have been or shall be
7 established between the Commonwealth and adjacent coastal
8 states, the territorial limits of the Commonwealth shall extend
9 seaward to the outer limits of the territorial sea of the United

10 States of America. Such limits are without prejudice to the
11 rights of the Commonwealth in the seabed and subsoil of the
12 continental shelf. The department of public works shall file,
13 and may from time to time amend, a report with maps attached
14 with the secretary of the commonwealth and the exterior line
15 of the commonwealth as located and defined therein shall be
16 prima facie the marine boundary of the commonwealth.
17 (b) The Coastal Baseline. The coastal baseline of the com-

-18 monwealth, from which the breadth of the territorial sea is
19 measured, shall be drawn in conformity with the treaties to
20 which the United States of America is a party.
21 (c) Fishing Rights. Nothing in this section shall change the
22 limits of any fishing areas or any fishing rights established
23 under special acts and existing as of the date of passage of
24 this act.
25 (d) Notwithstanding the provisions of any other law, the
26 boundaries of any city, town, or county as they existed prior
27 to the effective date of this act shall not be altered as a result
28 of this act.
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29 The jurisdiction of the courts of the commonwealth over
30 civil and criminal matters shall extend to all territory within
31 the marine boundaries of the commonwealth, even though
32 such territory may not be within any city, town or county.
33 In such event, criminal and civil proceedings may be instituted
34 in the courts of the county or judicial district closest to the
35 place where the alleged offense occurred or cause of action
36 arose, or in the Superior Court or the Third District Court of
37 Plymouth County, or in the Superior Court or the First Dis-
-38 trict Court of Essex County, to the same extent as if the
39 alleged offense occurred or cause of action arose within said
40 county or judicial district, any other jurisdictional or venue
41 statute to the contrary notwithstanding.

1 Section 2. This act shall take effect on January 1, 1972, or
2 upon the filing by the department of public works with the
3 secretary of the commonwealth of the report provided for
4 in section one of this act, whichever event first occurs. The
5 secretary of the commonwealth shall, within a reasonable
6 time following said effective date, give notice thereof to the
7 chief justices of the superior and district courts and the Mu-
-8 nicipal Court of Boston, to the district attorneys of counties
9 bordering on coastal waters, and to the attorney general.
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