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Executive Department
State House, Boston, July 16, 1970.

To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives;

I am returning, herewith, without my approval, House Bill, No.
4582 entitled “AN ACT RELATIVE TO THE SALE OF PRE-
PACKAGED FOODS AND THE NECESSITY OF KEEPING A
COMPUTING SCALE AVAILABLE IN CONNECTION THERE-
WITH.”

I believe this legislation is harmful to the consumer and would
be a reversal of the trend that has made the Commonwealth’s con-
sumer protection laws the strongest in the nation.

This bill eliminates the requirement that a computing scale be
maintained for reweighing prepackaged meat, poultry, or edible
fish at the request of the consumer if the packages are packaged
other than on the premises and are marked as to their purported
quantity. This provision of the law was inserted in 1967 at the
request of the Consumers’ Council. It had been determined at that
time that many retail outlets were selling prepackaged meat,
poultry and fish items that were deficient in weight and conse-
quently overpriced. Short weight in these outlets was of sufficient
concern that stores were required by law to have a weighing de-
vice for checking the weight.

This 1967 law was viewed in other states as progressive con-
sumer legislation and was widely copied. Its continued importance
is seen in the fact that according to the Division of Standards, in
the year 1968, twenty to twenty-five percent of prepackaged items
were deficient of the purported weight and were thus overpriced.

The fact that the title of the bill does not indicate its true im-
pact may be the reason the bill has reached my desk. Both the
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Consumers’ Council and the Department of Labor and Industries
are opposed to it. I believe the present law is designed to protect
the consumer, and I find no justification for changing it.

For the above reasons, I cannot approve the measure and I
return this bill without my approval.

Respectfully submitted,

FRANCIS W. SARGENT,
Acting Governor of the Commonwealth.


