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Executive Department
State House, Boston, August 4, 1970.

To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives:

I am returning, herewith, without my approval, Senate Bill
No. 1388 entitled “AN ACT INCREASING THE AMOUNT OF
ANNUAL PENSION PAYABLE TO CERTAIN PERSONS RE-
TIRED FOR ACCIDENTAL DISABILITY.”

This bill proposes to increase the retirement allowance provided
for employees of the commonwealth and of the cities and towns
who are retired for reasons of accidental disability from 66-2/3%
to 72% of their pay at the time of disability.

It is estimated that this measure will impose an additional cost
on the commonwealth of $50,000 in the first year and $50,000 addi-
tional each year thereafter. More significant, however, is the
added cost this legislation imposes on the cities and towns. Since
the bill deals with both contributory and non-contributory pen-
sions, it is difficult to estimate precisely what the cost will be. It
is dear for the contributory pension system, however, that the
local cost for next year will be between two hundred and three
hundred thousand dollars and will increase substantially each year
thereafter.

I sympathize with the goal of increasing pensions for those
retired for accidental disability. However, this bill, which lib-
eralizes an already liberal pension system, is yet another example
of legislation which imposes added costs on the cities and towns
without any corresponding state aid.

I have previously stated that I consider the burdens placed
upon the real estate taxpayer at the local level to be oppressive
and increasingly inequitable. Annual costs of pensions in some
cities exceed one tenth of the annual property tax. I do not be-
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lieve that the increase proposed in this bill should be undertaken
without a comprehensive study of practices in other states, and
without some state responsibility for the increased costs this
policy will impose on the cities and towns.

For the above reasons, I cannot, in good conscience, approve
the measure and I return the bill without my approval.

Respectfully submitted,

FRANCIS W. SARGENT,
Acting Governor of the Commonwealth.


