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Executive Department
State House, Boston, August 14, 1970

To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives:

We now have the opportunity to secure federal matching funds
for historic preservation projects sponsored not only by the Com-
monwealth and its political subdivisions but also by private organ-
izations. This opportunity has arisen through the recent appropri-
ation by Congress of nearly six million dollars to implement the
provisions of the National Historic Preservation Act. Since most
of our historic sites are owned and operated by private organiza-
tions and since many of these sites seriously need capital funds,
the provisions of this Act making federal funds available to private
organizations are of particular significance in Massachusetts. These
historic sites constitute an important part of our heritage and also
serve as a major tourist attraction and source of revenue.

However, these federal funds will not be available unless the
powers of the Massachusetts Historical Commission are expanded.
The attached legislation would provide the Commission with the
requisite authority by according to it for the purposes of historical
preservation powers similar to those enjoyed by the Council on the
Arts and Humanities.

Within the limits of federal appropriations, this legislation will
have the effect of doubling historic preservation funds. Whenever
the Commonwealth needs to restore or preserve a historic site, the
federal government would cut the bill in half by providing half
the necessary funds. Similarly a private organization needing
preservation funds would receive a fifty percent federal con-
tribution.

I respectfully request expeditious enactment of the attached
legislation which is of special significance to our tourist industry
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and the more than two hundred and fifteen historical societies
located throughout the Commonwealth.

Respectfully submitted,

FRANCIS W. SARGENT
Acting Governor of the Commonwealth.
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Seventy.

An Act relative to the Massachusetts historical commission.

Be it enactedby the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

1 Section 1. Section 26 of chapter 9 of the general laws, as
added by chapter 697 of the acts of 1963, is hereby amended
by striking out the words “in section twenty-seven,” in lines
two and three, and inserting in place thereof the following
new words:—sections twenty-seven to twenty-seven B, in-
clusive.
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1 Section 2. The said chapter 9 is hereby further amended by

adding after section 27 the following new sections:2
3 Section 27A. The commission may hold public and private

hearings, may enter into contracts with individuals, organ-
izations and institutions for services furthering the objectives
of the commission’s program; may enter into contracts with
local or regional associations for cooperative endeavors fur-
thering the commission’s program; may accept gifts, con-
tributions and bequests of funds from individuals, foundations
and from federal, state or other governmental bodies for the
purpose of furthering the commission’s program; may make
and sign any agreements and may do and perform any and
all acts which may be necessary or desirable to carry out the
purposes of sections twenty-six to twenty-seven B, inclusive.
The commission may request from any department, division,
board, bureau, commission or agency of the commonwealth
such assistance and data as will enable it properly to carry out
its powers and duties.
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Section 278. The commission shall develop historical surveys
and plans in accordance with the requirements of the National
Historic Preservation Act of 1966, (Public Law 89-665). The
commission shall be the sole agency of the commonwealth
for administration of said Act. The state treasurer shall be
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24 the custodian of funds received by the commonwealth under
25 section one hundred three of said Act, and said funds shall
26 be expended by the commission, without special appropriation,
27 on projects approved by it which carry out the objectives of
28 the said Act.


