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Executive Department

the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives:

In accordance with the provisions of Article LVI of the Amend-
ments of the Constitution, I am returning, herewith, Senate Bill
No. 852 entitled “AN ACT PROVIDING FOR THE APPOINT-
MENT OF FOUR ADDITIONAL COURT OFFICERS FOR THE
SUPERIOR COURT FOR SUFFOLK COUNTY.”

This bill would authorize the appointment by the Sheriff of
Suffolk County, subject to the approval of the justices of the
superior court, of four additional court officers for attendance
upon the sessions of the superior court in Suffolk County.

I earlier returned a bill, S. 851, which would have required the
sheriff to appoint the maximum number of court officers presently
authorized. There are a number of vacancies at present which
have not been filled. I indicated in my veto message that there
was no justification for requiring the city of Boston, which is
obliged to pay the salaries of these court officers, to pay for the
maximum number of positions when the sheriff and the justices
of the superior court may not think that they should all be filled.

This bill, S. 852, does not make mandatory the appointment of
the additional court officers, but authorizes four additional posi-
tions “for use as may be necessary”. The city of Boston opposes

a this legislation unless provision is made for acceptance by the city.
H believe that since the city is responsible for the entire expense

of this bill, it should be subject to its acceptance. Since this is an
amendment to the General Laws, however, that acceptance should
not be left open indefinitely, but should be done in the current year,
and not otherwise.
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By adding at the end thereof the following new section:

SECTION 2. This act shall take effect upon its acceptance in
the current year by the city of Boston.

Respectfully submitted,

FRANCIS W. SARGENT,

I therefore recommend the bill be amended as follows:

Acting Governor of the Commonwealth.


