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Executive Department

To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives

In accordance with the provisions of Article LVI of the Amend-
ments of the Constitution, I am returning, herewith, Senate Bill
No. 1569 entitled “An Act providing for an increase of the Com-
monwealth’s annual contribution to certain public housing projects
and of the Commonwealth’s guarantee of certain bonds and notes
of housing authorities”.

This bill would accomplish two purposes. It would increase on a
permanent basis the amount of state subsidies available for hous-
ing projects by an amount equal to seven per-cent of development
cost. It would increase by 100 million dollars the funds available
for elderly housing construction. As enacted, the bill is effective
on July 1,1971.

It is my belief that the effective date of this bill has been de-
ferred until July 1, 1971 because of the earlier enactment of
temporary, emergency legislation, Chapter 695 of the acts of
1970, to provide increased subsidies during this fiscal year. Be-
cause of the temporary legislation, the deferred effective date of
this bill insofar as it pertains to annual subsidies available to pub-
lic housing projects is acceptable.

However, the deferred effective date affects not only the annual
subsidy provisions of 5.1569. It also delays until July 1, 1971 the
critically needed 100 million dollars for new elderly housing con-
struction.

The delay in making the funds for new elderly housing construc-
tion available was probably not intended. But whether intended
or not this delay must be eliminated. We need the funds for new
elderly housing construction now and not one year from now. The
average waiting period for entry into an elderly housing project
is already eight years and the Department of Community Affairs
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estimates that we must have eight times the elderly housing units
now in occupancy.

Since the provisions of the temporary subsidy statute, the said
chapter 695, supersede until July 1, 1971 the subsidy provisions
of chapter 123 of the General Laws as proposed to be amended by
S. 1569, the effective date clause of S. 1569 is redundant except
insofar as it delays the availability of funds for new elderly hous-
ing construction.

I therefore recommend the bill be amended as follows: —By
stinking out section 4.

Respectfully submitted,

FRANCIS W. SARGENT
Acting Governor of the Commonwealth


