
SENATE No. 1629
[Senate, August 19, 1970 Offered by Mr. Randall.

a In' CL’umnuntuu'alth of Massachusetts

Senate, August 19, 1970.

Whereas, There is pending before the senate a bill entitled “An
Act authorizing the town of Sherbom to hold town meetings at
the Dover-Sherborn regional school in Dover” (Senate, No. 1229)
and a bill entitled “An Act authorizing the holding of town meet-
ings of the town of Pepperell in the North Middlesex regional
school building located on the line dividing the towns of Pepperell
and Townsend” (House, No. 6088), copies of which are submitted
herewith, and the enactment of each of which has, in accordance
with Article LXXXDC of the Amendments to the Constitution,
been requested by the town of Sherbom and the town of Pepperell,
respectively; and

Whereas, The next annual town meeting of the town of Sherbom
is scheduled to be held in February, 1971; and

Whereas, Identical bills, not yet numbered, have been filed in
the senate for consideration by the next general court; and

Whereas, Article XXIX of the Amendments to the Constitution
of the Commomvealth provides as follows;

The general court shall have full power and authority to
provide for the inhabitants of the towns in this Common-
wealth more than one place of public meeting within the
limits of each town for the election of officers under the Con-
stitution, and to prescribe the manner of calling, holding and
conducting such meetings. All the provisions of the existing
Constitution inconsistent with the provisions herein contained
are hereby annulled.

and

Whereas, Opinions have been rendered by attorneys general of
the commonwealth to the effect that such legislation would be
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unconstitutional (see Report of the Attorney General for the Year
Ending June 30, 1962, Public Document No. 12, page 27, and
Report of the Attorney General for the Year Ending June 30, 1968,
Public Document No. 12, page 160); and

Whereas, The town of Shcrborn is within the Dover-Sherborn
regional school district; and

Whereas, The town of Peppered is within the North Middlesex
regional school district; and

Whereas, Grave doubt exists as to the constitutionality of said
bills if enacted into law; therefore be it

Ordered , That the opinions of the Honorable Justices of the
Supreme Judicial Court be required on the following important
questions of law:

1. Would an act permitting the town of Sherborn to hold the
deliberative sessions of its town meetings outside the town
limits but within the regional school district of which Sher-
born is a member violate the provisions of Article XXIX of
the Amendments to the Constitution, or be inconsistent with
the town meeting form of government as contemplated by
the Constitution?

2. Would an act permitting the town of Pepperell to hold its
regular and special town meetings outside the town limits
but within the regional school district of which Pepperell is
a member violate the provisions of Article XXIX of the
Amendments to the Constitution, or be inconsistent with the
town meeting form of government as contemplated by the
Constitution?


