
HOUSE 144

Accompanying the first recommendation of the Board of Registration in Medicine
(House, No. 143). Social Welfare.

TOlc CommontoealH) of iUasteadjjusetts!

An Act abolishing the approving authority for colleges

AND MEDICAL SCHOOLS AND PERMITTING THE ENDORSEMENT
REGISTRATION OF CERTAIN OFFICERS OF THE ARMED FORCES
AND OF THE PUBLIC HEALTH SERVICE AND CERTAIN FOREIGN
MEDICAL GRADUATES.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in
General Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as
follows:

1 Chapter 112 of the General Laws, as most recently amended
2 by chapter 540 of the acts of 1970, is hereby amended by
3 striking out section 2 and inserting thereof the following sec-
4 tion:
5 Section 2. Applications for registration as qualified physi-
-6 cians, signed and sworn to by the applicants, shall be made
7 upon blanks furnished by the board of registration in medicine,
8 herein and in sections three to nine A, inclusive, called the
9 board. Each applicant who shall furnish the board with satis-

10 factory proof that he is twenty-one or over and of good moral
11 character, that he has completed two years of premedical
12 studies, in a college or university, that he has attended courses
13 of instruction for four years of not less than thirty-two school

,14 weeks in each year, or courses which in the opinion of the
15 board are equivalent thereto, in one or more legally chartered
16 medical schools, and that he has received the degree of doctor
17 of medicine, or its equivalent, from a legally chartered medical
18 school having the power to confer degrees in medicine, shall,
19 upon payment of one hundred twenty-five dollars, be ex-

-20 amined, and if found qualified by the board, be registered as a
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21 qualified physician and entitled to a certificate in testimony
22 thereof, signed by the chairman and secretary. An applicant
23 who has received from a medical school, legally chartered in a
24 sovereign state other than the United States or Canada, a
25 degree of doctor of medicine or its equivalent shall be required
26 to furnish to the board such documentary evidence as the
27 board may require that his education is substantially the equi-
-28 valent of that of graduates of medical schools in the Unitei.,
29 States and such other evidence as the board may require as f®'
30 his qualifications to practice medicine, and shall, except as
31 hereinafter provided, be required to present a Standard Certi-
-32 ficate granted after examination by the Educational Council for
33 Foreign Medical Graduates; provided, however, that if he is a
34 diplomate of a specialty board recognized by the American
35 Medical Association he shall be admitted to examination for
36 licensure without being required to present such a certificate. If
37 the board shall be satisfied as to his education and his qualifi-
-38 cations, the board shall, upon payment of one hundred twenty-
-39 five dollars by the applicant, admit him to the examination for
40 licensure.
41 An applicant failing to pass an examination satisfactory to
42 the board shall be entitled to two re-examinations within two
43 years at a meeting of the board called for the examination of
44 applicants upon payment of a further fee of seventy-five dollars
45 for each re-examination; but two such re-examinations shall
46 exhaust his privilege under his original application. The board,
47 after due notice and hearing may revoke any certificate issued
48 by it to, and cancel the registration of, any physician convicted
49 of a felony, or any physician who has been shown at any such
50 hearing to have been guilty of the use of narcotic drugs in any
51 way other than for therapeutic purposes, and may, at any time
52 after the expiration of one year thereafter, reissue any certi-
-53 ficate so revoked, and register anew any physician whos"
54 registration was so cancelled. The board, after due notice and
55 hearing, may suspend, for, a period not exceeding one year,
56 any certificate issued by it to, and cancel the registration of,
57 any physician who has been shown at such hearing to have
58 been guilty of gross and confirmed use of alcohol in any of its
59 forms while engaged in the practice of his profession; or of
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60 abuse of the authority granted in section two hundred and nine
61 A of chapter ninety-four; or of publishing or causing to be
62 published, or of distributing or causing to be distributed, any
63 literature contrary to section twenty-nine of chapter two hun-
64 dred and seventy-two; or of acting as principal or assistant in
65 the carrying on of the practice of medicine by an unregistered
66 person or by any person convicted of the illegal practice of
67 medicine or by any physician whose registration has been
68 cancelled, and whose certificate has been revoked or suspended,
69 by the board; or of aiding and abetting in any attempt to
70 secure registration, either for himself or for another, by fraud;
71 or, in connection with his practice, of defrauding or attempting
72 to defraud any person. Except as otherwise provided herein,
73 the board may, at any time, reissue any certificate so revoked
74 and register anew any physician whose registration was can-
75 celled.
76 The Board may make such rules and regulations as it may
77 deem necessary with respect to the registration of physicians,
78 so long as such rules and regulations are not inconsistent with
79 law.
80 The board shall examine an applicant who is an alien only if
81 he presents to it a certificate from the court in which he shall
82 have filed his declaration of intention to become a citizen of
83 the United States, or from the Immigration and Naturalization
84 Service of the United States, showing that he has declared his
85 intention to become such a citizen, or a copy of such declara-
86 tion of intention, certified by the clerk of such court. In case
87 the applicant is subsequently registered, unless he shall present
88 to the board, within five years following the filing of the
89 certificate or certified copy hereinbefore referred to, his com-
90 pleted naturalization papers showing that he is a citizen of the
91 United States his certificate of registration shall be revoked and
92 his registration cancelled. The foregoing provisions of this
93 paragraph shall not apply to limited registration under section
94 nine or section nine A or to any alien physician of dis-
95 tinguished merit and ability, duly licensed to practice his pro-
96 fession in any foreign country wherein the requirements for the
97 issuance of such a license are not substantially lower than those
98 of this commonwealth, while he is temporarily teaching in this
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99 commonwealth, in a medical school approved by the approving
100 authority.
101 The board may, without examination grant certificates of
102 registration as qualified physicians to such graduates of medical
103 schools in the United States and Canada as shall furnish with
104 their applications satisfactory proof that they have the qualifi-

-105 cations required in the commonwealth to entitle them to be
106 examined and have been licensed or registered upon a written
107 examination in another state whose standards, in the opinion ■
108 of the board, are equivalent to those in the commonwealth;
109 provided, that no person shall be so registered without an
110 examination if he has attempted unsuccessfully to secure re-
-111 gistration in the commonwealth. Officers with ten or more
112 years of service in the Armed Service or the Public Health
113 Service who though not licensed in another state or territory of
114 the United States are diplomates of Board approved by the
115 American Medical Association or the American Osteopathic
116 Association may be granted certificates of registration as quali-
-117 fied physicians upon submission to the board of the necessary
118 credentials. A graduate of a medical school outside of the
119 United States may be licensed only by examination unless (1)
120 he has been licensed in another state by an examination en-
-121 tirely comparable to that currently administered in the Com-
-122 monwealth and with the same grade as required in the Com-
-123 monwealth: or (2) unless he shall have been licensed or register-
-124 ed to practice in another state or territory and have been
125 engaged in the active fully licensed practice of medicine in that
126 state or territory for a period of at least five years or (3) he
127 shall have been in the active fully licensed practice of medicine
128 in a foreign country, the United States or Canada for a period
129 of at least five years and shall be a diplomate of an American
130 specialty board recognized by the American Medical Associ-
-131 ation or the American Osteopathic Association. The fee fo.»
132 such registration without examination shall be seventy-five dol-
-133 lars.


