
OHOUSE 323

OFFICE OF COMMISSIONER OF VETERANS’ SERVICES

STATE OFFICE BUILDING, GOVERNMENT CENTER
•i 100 CAMBRIDGE STREET, BOSTON 02202, NOVEMBER 3, 1970

Honorable John F. X. Davoren, Secrctan’ of the Commonwealth, State House
Boston

DEAR MR. SECRETARY: The following recommendations
for the year 1971. accompanied by drafts of proposed measures,
are submitted to your office in conformity with chapter 30.
section 33 of the General Laws, as amended:

1. An Act redefining “Vietnam veteran.”

This legislation would amend the current definition of “Vietnam
Veteran” as found in paragraph 8, clause 43, section 7 of chapter
4 of the General Laws by providing that 90 days of honorably
performed active service in the armed forces of the United States
between February 1, 1955 and the termination of the Vietnam
Campaign, as declared by proper federal authority, would entitle a
person to veteran status.

The current law requires 90 days of active service in all wars
except Vietnam. The proposed legislation would bring all veterans
into the same category; it would make uniform the definition of
“veteran” and eliminate confusion and possible injustices.

1 An Act providing for expenses of higher education for
CHILDREN OF CERTAIN VIETNAM VETERANS.

«

The current Law chapter 69, section 7B provides expenses
for higher education of a child between the ages of 1 6 and 24 of a
veteran of World War I, World War 11 and Korea, who was killed in
action or who died from other causes as a result of such service.

Payment of said expenses is not to exceed $750 in any one
year. There is no provision for the children of veterans of Vietnam
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who died under similar circumstances. This legislation would pro-
vide the same benefit for children of Vietnam veterans as is
provided for children of other wars.

3. An Act providing that the state administrative pro
Ci DURAL ACT SHALL NOT APPLY TO THE OFFICE OF THF
COMMISSIONER OF VETERANS’ SERVICES.

This legislation is recommended, as it is maintained that the*3

Office of the Commissioner of Veterans’ Services is not intended
to be subject to the State Administrative Procedural Act.

The subject of Veterans’ Benefits is fully regulated by chapter
115 of the General Laws, and further regulations are deemed
unnecessary.

This Office does not come within the definition of “Ad-
judicatory Proceedings.” set forth in paragraph 1 of chapter 30A.
The power to conduct such proceedings vests in the Governor and
Council, and this is set forth in paragraph 3, section 2 of chapter
115 of the Veterans’ Benefits Law.

4. An Act relative to the law creating veterans’ services
DEPARTMENTS

This bill will amend that section of chapter 115 of the General
Laws dealing with the creation of veterans’ services departments
and the purpose for which they were created namely to furnish
information and advice and assistance to veterans and their de-
pendents. The law at present does not spell out the word “depen-
dents,” and we know that its purpose was to include them, as well
as the veterans, in order to provide them with benefits the law
intended for them, such as, pensions to wife, widow and allowance
for children, preference in employment for dependents of disabled
veterans, tax exemptions, educational benefits and other dependent*
benefits.

Very truly yours.

CHARLES N. COLLATOS.
Commissioner of Veterans’ Services.
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