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Captain Bob Rando receives 
prestigious Paul Barnett Award 
By Chris Williams, Deputy Chief, Bureau of Ranger Services 

 
The prestigious Paul Barnett Award 

was recently awarded to Regional 
Ranger Robert Rando by the DCR 
Bureau of Ranger Services. Bestowed 
for ‘Excellence in the Art and Science of 
Rangering’, this award honors a Ranger 
who has spent a career in service as a 
‘Ranger’s Ranger’. The Barnett Award 
is a peer recognition that is given to that 
individual whose overall impact, record 
of accomplishments, and excellence in 
traditional ranger duties has created an 
appreciation for the Park Ranger 
profession on the part of the public and 
other members of the profession. It is 
named for Paul Barnett, who was one of 
the Division of State Park’s new Ranger 
II’s who, unfortunately, succumbed to 
cancer at an early age. Paul was a 
perfect example of the DCR Ranger, 
bringing a blend of talents to his job and 
was admired by all, from both inside the 
profession and the public. 

Bob has served in many capacities 
over his 39+ years with the DEM, now 
DCR, which have given him the 
foundation for the Ranger he is today. 
Starting as a laborer and then a 
supervisor at Pittsfield State Forest, he’s 
served at Mt Washington, Sandisfield, 
October Mountain and Savoy. Along 
with his supervisory positions, Bob was 
one of the original Park Police in 1980 
which was the roots of today’s Park 
Ranger Program. Prior to becoming the 
Regional Ranger in 1998, he even 
performed as an Assistant Regional 
Director for seven months.  

Excelling as an instructor, Bob has 
taught first aid, map & compass, ATV 
safety, Park Watch, and assisted in 
many areas at the annual Ranger 
Academy. He is DCR’s go-to man for 
search & rescue in the Berkshires, 
running searches not only for the parks 
but often getting called in by local 
agencies and the MSP. His past and 
current employees speak highly of his 
supervisory approach and mentoring 
abilities. 

Bob truly is the Ranger who has 
consistently gone out every day and 
done the traditional, generalist ranger 
duties of protecting the resources and 
serving the visitor, to the extent that he 
is a cornerstone of the Department of 
Conservation & Recreation.  

 

 
 

From l – r, Chris Williams, Award Recipient 
Bob Rando, Curt Rudge and Adam Parr 
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BRS Annual Meeting Held at Hopkinton State Park 
By Chris Williams, Deputy Chief, Bureau of Ranger Services 

 
September 16th found Rangers 

from DCR’s three divisions 
gathering at Hopkinton State Park 
for their annual meeting. 
Highlighted by a guest speaker and 
the awarding of the Paul Barnett 
Award, the day was filled with 
opportunities to network, 
recognition of achievements, and 
review of the season just 
completed. 

Chief Rudge opened the 
meeting welcoming all and 
reminding everyone to always 
“remember our core mission: life 
safety and protecting the 
resources.” The guest speaker, 
David Brown, Tracker-Naturalist, 
then took the stage. Addressing the 
topic: Conservation vs. Recreation, 
he suggested that ‘the future of 
parks depends on the good will put 
forth by Rangers.’ He further 
spoke that Rangers can include 
beauty and nature in their 
enforcement decisions and 
Interpreters can involve public 
disapproval of bad behavior in 
their interaction with our visitors. 
He concluded that we have to 
always be aware that there are two 
kinds of people who visit our 

parks: those who love parks and 
those who love what they DO in 
our parks 

Time for catching up with 
fellow Rangers followed during 
lunch, with food prepared by Jenn 
Stowe, Michelle O’Bannon, and 
their able assistants. This was also 
a time to capture comments and 
suggestions from all participants 
on easel pads placed around the 
pavilion. Many good ideas were 
logged in as well as many issues to 
be followed up on by Bureau staff. 
The formal meeting resumed after 
lunch with comments by DCR 
Deputy Commissioner Jack 
Murray and short presentations by 
each of the District Rangers. 

Next up was special recognition 
of several Rangers. Seasonal 
Ranger of the Year Awards were 
presented to Will Anderson 
(pictured below, left) of Walden 
Pond State Park and Steve 
Gilchrist (pictured below, right), 
Ebersol Field Ranger. Will’s many 
contributions at Walden were 
acknowledged including his able 
assistance with the crowds, 
parking, traffic, and emergencies 
as well as his proposed use of 

Twitter for getting out information 
to the public. Steve was recognized 
for his friendly but professional 
interaction with the public visiting 
the Esplanade along with all the 
stakeholders in the park. Also 
appreciated was his work assisting 
the reservation staff with 
maintenance, and researching and 
presenting history and other DCR 
information. The third award 
presented was the Paul Barnett 
Award, appropriately bestowed 
upon Bob Rando, Regional Ranger 
from the Western Region. Given 
for ‘excellence in the art and 
science of Rangering’, this peer 
award recognized a careers-worth 
of professionalism as a ‘Ranger’s 
Ranger. Bob, in his 39+ years of 
service, aptly fit the criteria and is 
now DCR’s second recipient of 
this award. (See accompanying 
article.) 

The annual meeting concluded 
with, by invitation as a 
representative of the up and 
coming generation of Rangers, 
Steve Gilchrist, who provided 
good words for all to take home 
with them.  
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Training Notes 
By Kevin Tucker, 

Communications Section 
 
Medical First Responder and 
CPR/AED: 

For all Park Rangers and SAR 
Team members, I have put 
together a number of Medical First 
Responder in-service classes in 
November. Each class will start at 
8am and run to 4:30pm and signup 
will be through PACE. Keeping up 
your Medical First Responder and  
CPR/AED skills can be very 
important and even life saving, as 
recent events have proven. I will 
also be offering a make-up day for 
those who missed the Medical 
First Responder portion in 
previous years on December 1st, 
2009 at John Augustus Hall in W. 
Boylston. The remaining dates 
are:  
 

• November 24th - W. 
Boylston @ John 
Augustus Hall, Barr Room 

• December 1st - W. 
Boylston @ John 
Augustus Hall, Barr Room 
Make up day for First 
Responder Y1-2007 8am-
12noon and Y2-2008 
12:30pm -    4:30pm 
 

MSP Online Academy: 
I have received a lot of positive 

feedback about this new training 
opportunity. People like the ability 
to go in and take classes online 
when their schedule allows. If you 
don’t already have an account you 
can send me an email and I will set 
one up for you. I have gone 
through and picked out what 
appears to be a good number of 
classes appropriate to our job. I 
have not had a chance to review all 
the classes but I do know that 

some have tests and others do not. 
Some produce certificates at the 
end while others do not. Please 
give me feedback as you take the 
classes and just like any other 
classes taken outside of DCR, once 
you have taken a class you can 
forward the info to your supervisor 
for entry into PACE so it can be 
tracked and become part of your 
permanent record.  
 
 

Ranger Statistics 
Jan – Oct 2009 
By Ranger John Garvey, 

Bureau of Ranger Services 
 

Rangers have a wide range of 
services that they provide for the 
visitors who come to all of the 
DCR parks. These services are 
conducted statewide and include 
Search and Rescue, Interpretive 
Programs, Rules and Regulation 
enforcement and a 24-hour 
dispatch center. This year Rangers 
have dedicated their time to ensure 
all of these services and more are 
done superbly. 

Under MGL Law Chapter 
132A, 7A, Rangers shall search for 
lost and missing persons. Rangers 
work in conjunction with State 
Police, Environmental Police and 
local Police on searches. They 
often use their K-9 team to assist 
in their efforts. Rangers have been 
deployed this year 143 times for 
Search and Rescue operations.  

Interpretive Programming is 
another important service Rangers 
provide to visitors at DCR parks. 
They deliver both environmental 
and historical programs about 
DCR parks to enhance the visitors’ 
experiences. Rangers have 
conducted more than 10,000 
programs so far this year.  

Rangers also patrol all of the 
recreational and conservation land 
for the DCR. Rangers are the face 
of the agency promoting 
stewardship by enforcing the Rules 
and Regulations. Rangers respond 
to incidents on DCR property, 
issue citations and submit reports. 
This year Rangers have issued 
over 2,800 citations and responded 
to and reported 593 incidents such 
as alarm calls, vandalism, medical 
assistance, and internal agency 
assistance.  

The 24-hour communication 
center operates out of the State 
House Base and is staffed by 
Rangers. This valuable service 
connects other state and city 
agencies to the DCR year round. 
The communication center this 
year has handled 4,680 calls 
relating to DCR parks.  
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DCR Search and Rescue 
By Captain Jennifer Stowe, Northeast Region 

 
Search and Rescue has long 

been a priority for Park Rangers 
and park staff in Massachusetts.  
DCR is the largest landowner in 
the state and our beautiful 
properties entice people from 
every community to enjoy them.  
Unfortunately, sometimes those 
people find themselves lost or 
injured and unable to find their 
way out.  DCR Park Rangers are 
mandated by law to perform search 
and rescue functions on DCR 
Property.  The Bureau of Ranger 
Services has taken this mandate 
and gone full steam ahead. 

Preplanning and training takes 
up the majority of time spent on 
SAR.  Park staff across the state 
have gone through a myriad of 
SAR training in order to help them 
better deal with a situation as soon 
as it arises.  The correct response 
to a report of a lost person in the 
initial stages will often dictate the 
outcome.  This is reflected when 

reviewing the incidents of Lost 
Persons database.  From January 1, 
2009- November, 1, 2009 there 
were 122 recorded incidents of 
Lost Persons on DCR Property.  
Of those 122 records only 4 were 
listed as Major Incidents that 
required multiple outside resources 
and several operational periods.  
What does this mean?  DCR 
Rangers and staff excelled this 
year in their response to missing 
persons.  Immediate response such 
as proper documentation of the 
missing person, organized hasty 
searches, containment techniques, 
and the knowledge to know when 
to call for additional assistance all 
resulted in most searches coming 
to a positive conclusion in a very 
short period of time.  For example, 
imagine if you will, a busy day use 
facility at full capacity, 90 degrees, 
hot and humid, a small beach 
crowded with people, and miles of 
trails surrounding a very deep 

pond and someone just reported to 
you a missing person.…what do 
you do?  That’s exactly what the 
Ranger and Staff at Walden Pond 
had to deal with, on a regular basis 
this summer.   Their efforts were 
all successful because of the time 
they had taken with training and 
preplanning.  Staff knew what to 
do from the moment the lost 
person call was put out over the 
radio.  

DCR SAR resources vary in 
nature.  SAR Management teams 
assist at extended Search and 
Rescue incidents on DCR Property 
as well as assisting outside entities 
such as MSP and local authorities.  
The DCR Wilderness Air Scent 
SAR K9 Team continues to be 
active with several activations by 
the MSP and local authorities as 
well as DCR.  On September 14, 
2009, DCR K9 Maggie and her 
handler Chief Rudge located the 
body of a missing hunter at 

 

 
 

Lieutenant Kathy Ward participating in land navigation training with fellow DCR 
search team members. 

Townsend State Forest.  Although 
this man was found deceased, this 
man was brought home to his 
family and the search event 
concluded with no serious injury to 
search personnel.  Regional DCR 
SAR teams, although not called out 
on many large searches this year, 
were placed on standby several 
times.  One could say that the quick 
thinking of staff during the initial 
phases of a search or the  
success of the K9 teams is putting 
the Regional Ground Teams “out of 
business”… but is that a “bad” 
thing?  Despite the lack of recent 
call-outs, the teams remain 
dedicated, continue to train, and 
stay prepared to respond at any 
given moment.
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Earth Day 2010 
40th Anniversary 

April 22, 2010 
http://www.earthday.net/earthday2010/ 

The Bureau of Ranger Services 
has been very active this year in 
providing training to both DCR 
and other search entities.  SAR 
Responder III, SAR Responder II, 
First Responder, CPR and First 
Aid, Basic Land Navigation, and 
ICS are courses all provided by 
Rangers this past year.  GPS, 
Mapping, SAR Management are 
courses that have been requested 
by outside agencies and are in the 
planning stages for this winter.   

Each day, new methods of 
assisting lost people in our parks 
and forests come forth.  New trail 
marking signs at the Holyoke 
Range and Skinner State Park 

instituted by Lt. Ranger Pete 
Michaels has been very helpful in 
the past few years with guiding 
lost people to safety.  Advanced 
GPS cell phone technology allows 
dispatchers in 911 centers to assist 
searchers in reaching an injured 
hiker’s location.   The Bureau of 
Ranger Services will continue to 
maintain it’s high standard for 
Search and Rescue whether it be to 
refresh the tried and true 
techniques or strive to learn and 
master new methods.  DCR 
Rangers and Search and Rescue 
staff will continue to standby, 
ready to go at all times.  

 

WANTED 
School Crossing Guards 
The DCR is hiring school 
Crossing Guards to work 

part-time in selected areas 
throughout Boston and 
greater Boston. Please 
call Christine Kurker at 
617-626-1421 for more 

information. 
 

 

 
 

Search K-9 Maggie with handler Chief Curt Rudge on a recent search for a 
missing person. 

 

 
 

 
      2010 conference:  march 3, college of the holy cross, worcester                details:  www.massmees.org 
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Northeast Region’s Banner 2009 Season 
Barbara Buls, Regional Interpretive Coordinator 

 
The Northeast Region of State 

Parks has benefitted directly from 
several years of consistent long 
term seasonal staffing, as well as 
park appropriate short term 
staffing.  The state of the economy 
has also put DCR in a good 
position for hiring experienced and 
knowledgeable staff.  Despite a 
miserably rainy start to the 
summer (both the months of June 
and July!), the number of visitors 
that interpreters contacted at 
programs and through visitors 
services and informal 
interpretation was phenomenal.   

Records gathered to date show 
that 1210 programs were offered 
this 2009 season in the Northeast 
Region, with 16,646 children and 

12,527 adults with a total of 29,173 
attending!  Visitor contacts (visitors 
services “Where are the 
bathrooms?” and informal 
interpretation “Why do those birds 
nest here?”) totaled 30,687 
individuals, and visitation to our 4 
visitors and nature centers totaled 
23,369.  Although numbers are 
difficult, aren’t they?  What do they 
mean?  Is this a lot or a little?  The 
only way to know is to compare 
them with other numbers that mean 
basically the same thing; covering 
the same months with the same 
number of interpreters in the same 
parks.  Apples to apples and oranges 
to oranges. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
  

Program attendance from 2005 - 2009 
YEAR # PROG. CHILDREN ADULTS TOTAL INFORMAL

VSTR 
SVC V.C. 

2005 786 9921 13506 23427 11583 9840 11802 
2006 1106 18003 16733 34744 14560 32708 30546 
2007 914 14418 14703 33996 10598 16545 18796 
2008 1151 15612 12738 28350 14336 20690 20337 
2009 1210 16646 12527 29173 30687 23369 

 
The above table shows program 

numbers and attendance from 2005 
– 2009.  Between the years of 2007 
and 2008, we saw a decrease in the 
number of interpreters on staff 
from 9 Northeast Region parks to 8 
with seasonal interpreters.  This 
season, the numbers for informal 
interpretation and visitors services 
were combined into one value, 
both for ease of reporting and cross 
over of the definitions of those two 
categories.   

What does it all mean?  Certainly 
with the downturn in the economy, 
people are seeking stay-cations 
rather than flying off to more 
“exotic” locations, but the numbers 
also show some other interesting 
aspects, particularly when 
qualitative factors are considered.  
Within the time frame from 2005 to 
present, programming in this region 
has increased in quality and focus; 
we are now able to offer programs 
that speak directly to the parks’ 
resources.  Some examples might be 

Flower Walks at Maudslay State 
Park, timed to coincide with the 
amazing rhododendron bloom, Tower 
Tours at Halibut Point which tell the 
story of the military history of the Fire 
Control Tower and its role at the park, 
comprehensive drumlin, marsh, and 
barrier beach programs at Sandy Point 
and Salisbury Beach, and recreational 
opportunities such as the learn to fish 
programs offered at Harold Parker 
State Forest, Cochituate State Park 
and Walden Pond State Reservation 
in the last two years.  With the 

Northeast Interpretive Staff:  Front L to R: John Ratti, Halibut 
Point; Garry Dow, Sandy Point; Donna Sudak, 
Maudslay.Rear L to R: Lesya Struz, Great Brook Farm; Kim 
Hoff, Walden, Bob Anderson, Harold Parker; Mareike 
Conrad, Cochituate; Barbara Buls, Reagional Interpretive 
Coordinator; Michael Mitchell, Walden Pond Visitor Services 
Supervisor.  Not pictured:  Dani Priddy, Walden Pond and 
Richard Padova, Lawrence Heritage.  
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availability of the Urban Park’s 
North Region canoes, the 
interpreter at Harold Parker was 
also able to offer free canoeing 
programs that filled up within a 
couple of weeks.  Visitors are 
anxious to come and learn about 
our parks!   

Northeast Region highlights 
from this season: 

• Vast improvements to the 
Harold Parker campground 
field, which transformed this 
year from a mere open field 
to a visitor friendly space 
with communal fire pit for 
campfire programs, a carport 
tent for rain/shade, horseshoe 
pits and a volleyball net!  
The constant use by the 
campers showed a real need 
for this simple improvement 
in services provided.  
Campfire attendance was 
between 75 and 100 every 
Saturday night. 

• The opening of the Fire 
Control tower at Halibut 
Point, complete with 

displays and awaiting the 
azimuth used by the military 
during WWII. 

• A continual presence of an 
interpreter at Sandy Point 
State Reservation, visited by 
as many as 4000 - 8000 people 
per month.  Presence of a staff 
person at this park is vital due 
to a limited parking issue.  The 
interpreter this year offered 
30% more programs this year 
than last, almost doubling 
attendance! 

 
Even now, with the seasonal 
interpreters gone for the 2009 
season, programming continues in 
the Northeast with hikes, 
demonstrations and historic and 
cultural, as well as natural history 
programming offered by the regional 
and district rangers and the regional 
interpretive coordinator.  A 
complete brochure can be found by 
following this link: 

http://www.mass.gov/dcr/events/ 
northeast.pdf 

Even in the absence of a seasonal 
interpretive staff, programming is still 
vital and important to us at DCR!  Join 
us also for First Day Hikes on January 
1st, 2010 to ring in the New Year.  Hike 
locations will be posted soon on the 
DCR web calendar of events.  So come 
on outside, join us for the dropping 
temperatures and beautiful resources of 
the Commonwealth.  There is so much 
to enjoy in State Parks’ Northeast 
Region!  

 
Kids enjoy meeting Smokey Bear at Harold 

Parker State Forest 

 

 
 

North Region Rangers 
recently acquired a 
patrol boat from the 
Environmental Law 

Enforcement fleet. This 
will be used for boater 

rules education and 
public safety patrols 

along the Charles and 
Mystic Rivers, and the 

Massachusetts coastline 
from Lynn to East 

Boston. This is a much 
needed asset during bad 
weather months as the 
Ranger program has 
been without a closed 

cabin boat for over four 
years.

  

Ranger Dispatch 
Bureau of Ranger Services   Vol. 3, No. 1  Fall 2009 

 

d e p a r tm e n t  o f  Conse rv a t i on  and  Rec r e a t i on  



 8

Massachusetts: 
Spirit of 

American Parks 
By Steven Gilchrist, 

Seasonal Ranger, North Region 
 
The state of Massachusetts is 

the home to many remarkable 
places.  From colleges, hospitals, 
museums and historical landmarks 
– there are several important 
locations in the Bay State.  I 
recently discovered another 
fascinating component to the 
state: a world renowned system of 
public parks and one of the largest 
state park systems in America.  

For the past couple of months 
I’ve been exploring the 
Massachusetts’ parks system, 
specifically within the greater 
Boston area.  In April, I began a 
seasonal job working as a park 
ranger for the Massachusetts 
Department of Conservation and 
Recreation, Division of Urban 
Parks, formerly known as the 
Metropolitan District 
Commission.  The DCR was 
created in 2004 when the 
Metropolitan District Commission 
merged with the Department of 
Environmental Management.  
Overall, the Department of 
Conservation and Recreation 
strives to protect over 450,000 
acres of state park land.  

I am currently stationed at the 
Teddy Ebersol’s Red Sox Fields at 
Lederman Park.  The Teddy 
Ebersol Fields are the newest 
addition to the Charles River 
Esplanade.  The Fields are named 
in honor of Edward “Teddy” 
Ebersol, who died in a tragic plane 
crash on November 28, 2004.  
Teddy was an avid Boston Red 
Sox fan. 

Although working at the Teddy 
Ebersol Fields is my primary 
assignment, I have had the 
opportunity to visit some other 
DCR parks.   

One weekend I partnered with 
another park ranger at Lynn 
Shores & Nahant Beach 
Reservation doing a litter clean-
up.  I’ve gone on hikes in the 
Middlesex Fells Reservation and 
Breakheart Reservation in Saugus.  

The Middlesex Fells 
Reservation encompasses 2,575 
acres across five towns: Malden, 
Medford, Melrose, Stoneham, and 
Winchester.  The word “Fells” is 
derived from the Saxon word for 
rocky, hilly tracks of land.         

Thus far, one of my favorite 
experiences of being a park ranger 
was when I participated in a 
training retreat in May.  During 
the training I visited three of the 
Boston Harbor Islands: George’s, 
Lovell’s, and Spectacle Islands.  
George’s Island is the location of 
Fort Warren – a National Historic 
Landmark.  George’s Island is one 
of several historic landmarks 
within the DCR system – which 
dates back to the late 1800s.   

Historically, Massachusetts has 
been at the forefront of park 
preservation.  On June 3, 1893, 
Massachusetts Governor William 
Eustis Russell signed a bill 
establishing the Metropolitan Park 
Commission.  The Commission’s 
purpose was to oversee the 
Metropolitan Park System.  This 
system was the first regional 
system of public open space in the 
United States.    

Two of the main proprietors of 
the system were landscape 
architect Charles Eliot of 
Cambridge and Sylvester Baxter 
of Malden.  Prior to the formation 
of the Metropolitan Park 
Commission, Baxter and Eliot 

organized the Trustees of Public 
Reservations in 1891.  The 
purpose of this organization was 
to mobilize private citizens to 
become protectors of the 
remaining open land in the Boston 
region.  In the late 1800s the 
public open land around Boston 
was diminishing because of 
industrialization.  Eliot and Baxter 
saw a need for citizens to invest in 
protecting park lands.   

Baxter and Eliot developed 
their park reservation models after 
noted American landscape 
architects H.W.S. Cleveland, 
Robert Morris Copeland, and 
Frederick Law Olmstead.  In an 
1869 editorial, Copeland wrote 
about his vision for developing a 
set of park land circling the hills 
of Boston.      

After serving as an apprentice 
to Olmstead, Charles Eliot 
traveled to Germany and Great 
Britain in 1885.  Eliot studied the 
land preservation techniques of 
these two European countries.  
When Eliot returned to 
Massachusetts in 1886 he applied 
the park preservation methods he 
learned in Europe to eventually 
establish the Metropolitan Park 
System – of which he was the 
primary founder and landscape 
architect. 

In addition to being a 
preservationist, Sylvester Baxter 
wrote for the Boston Daily 
Advertiser newspaper.  Baxter 
was especially interested in 
preserving the Middlesex Fells 
Reservation.   

Baxter, Eliot and the other 
members of the Metropolitan Park 
Commission envisioned an 
interconnected park system 
around Boston.  The system was 
designed to have three wooded 
reservations ranging from Quincy 
(south of Boston), Waltham (west 
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of Boston), and Lynn (north of 
Boston).  These three reservation 
areas are connected by the 
Charles, Mystic, and Neponset 
rivers.      

The Beaver Brook Reservation 
was the first reservation created 
by the Metropolitan Park 
Commission.  Beaver Brook is the 
location of the historic home of 
19th century landscape architect 
Robert Morris Copeland.  The 
Blue Hills Reservation was 
another property purchased by the 
Metropolitan Park Commission in 
1893.  Prior to the arrival of 
European explorers to the Blue 
Hills, Native Americans inhabited 
the region.  They referred to 
themselves as “Massachusett” or 
“people of the great hills.”  

In 1919, the Metropolitan Park 
Commission was renamed the 
Metropolitan District Commission 
(MDC).  The MDC remained in 
place until it merged with the 
Department of Environmental 
Management in 2004.   

If you are looking for fun and 
historic places to visit for a 
summer outing, look no further 
than some area DCR properties.  
One historic place that I have seen 
first hand is a monument 
dedicated to Charles Eliot.  The 
monument is located along the 
Charles River Esplanade near the 
Community Boating center.  
There is a message inscribed on 
the four-sided monument which 
reads: “To honor Charles Eliot 
(1859-1897), Landscape 

Architect: He sought out hill, 
forest, shore, for all to enjoy.”  
For more information about DCR 
parks visit www.mass.gov/dcr.  

 
 
 

 

“The supreme 
reality of our time 
is the vulnerability 

of our planet.” 
 

~John F. Kennedy 
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STATE HOUSE 
RANGER NAMED 

CHAIRMAN OF 
LINCOLN 

COMMISSION BY 
GOVERNOR 

By Robert von Wolfgang, State 
House Ranger 

 
On February 11, 2008 

Governor Deval Patrick issued 
Executive Order 497 establishing 
the Abraham Lincoln Bicentennial 
Commission of Massachusetts. 
The Governor appointed 
Statehouse Ranger Robert von 
Wolfgang as chairman of the 
fifteen member commission, 
which also includes DCR 
Commissioner Rick Sullivan. 

Von Wolfgang has been 
studying and writing about 
Lincoln for almost forty years. 
The purpose of the commission is 
to honor the 200th birthday of 
Lincoln in Massachusetts through 
tributes and programs. Von 
Wolfgang explained that one of 
the main ingredients of the 
bicentennial will be to make 

Massachusetts residents more 
aware of the many 
accomplishments of our 16th 
president and how, after 150 
years, Lincoln relates to the 
present day world. 

“The most important part of 
our tribute to Lincoln was the 
establishment of a website for the 
commission,” stated von 
Wolfgang. He convinced UMass 
President Jack Wilson to have the 
UMass-Amherst Office of 
Information Technology develop 
and maintain the website. “We 
have been able to post so much 
information about Lincoln and 
Massachusetts and list the many 
Lincoln tributes and events going 
on in the State over the past year” 
said von Wolfgang. “Lincoln 
came to Massachusetts on a 
political mission in 1848 and 
made a ten day campaign swing in 
support in his friend, presidential 
candidate Zachary Taylor” said 
von Wolfgang. The commission 
has developed a guide to 
Lincoln’s visit in 1848 on their 
website which included visits to 
ten Massachusetts cities and 
towns.  Von Wolfgang also 
pointed out that there has been 
over 75 events and activities in 
Massachusetts concerning the 
Lincoln Bicentennial. “ If you go 
to our website, you will be very 
surprised at how many events the 
commission has been involved 
with over the past year and a half 
in the state”observed a very 
satisfied von Wolfgang 

Von Wolfgang has enjoyed his 
time serving as Chairman of the 
Lincoln Commission for 
Massachusetts but points out he is 
also one of the fifty Governor’s 
Council members of the national 
Abraham Lincoln Commission. 
“The Lincoln celebration has been 
a huge success all over the 

country. People are much more 
aware of why Lincoln is 
considered our greatest president. 
Our commission will expire at the 
end of the year but interest in 
Lincoln will continue to grow 
with each passing year and for any 
contribution our commission 
made towards expanding that 
interest, I and the commission 
members are gratified.” 

The Abraham Lincoln 
Bicentennial Commission of 
Massachusetts website can be 
found at: www.malincoln.org.  

 
 

OUTDOOR 
BOOK REVIEW 

 
THE LAST SEASON 
By Eric Blehm 
 
In July, 1996 Backcountry 

Ranger Randy Morgenson hefted 
his pack and headed out on patrol 
in Kings Canyon National Park.  
Randy disappeared, and “THE 
LAST SEASON” tells of the days 
and weeks that ensued and the 
intense search that was conducted 
to find him.  For us park rangers 
here in the east, Blehm paints a 
picture of National Park Service 
backcountry rangers who spend 
entire seasons in the field 
operating from remote locations.  
The book affords us a glimpse of 
this unusual assignment and the 
dedicated rangers who seek them 
out.  It’s also a great search epic 
by rangers consumed by searching 
for one of their own.  Definitely a 
good read for anyone in the 
profession.  

 
Review written by Chief Curt 

Rudge  
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Connecting 
Children to 

the Outdoors: 
The 

Kidleidoscope 
Program 

By Amy Wilmot, Regional 
Interpretive Coordinator 

 
One of the hot phrases in the 

Department of Conservation and 
Recreation is No Child Left Inside.  
No Child Left Inside is a promise, 
a pledge…designed to help 
today’s children reconnect with 
the great outdoors, while building 
the next generation of 
environmental stewards.  For 
decades, the DCR seasonal 
Interpretive program has been 
connecting children to the 
outdoors and fostering future 
stewards.  One program in 
particular, the Kidleidoscope 
program, has been reaching the 

very young children successfully 
for over twenty years now. 

Kidleidoscope was developed 
for preschoolers in 1985 at the 
Boston Harbor Island State Park 
on Grape Island by Ellenor 
Yahrmarkt. Children and their 
parents would take a boat to the 
island and the island managers 
would conduct a program 
consisting of exploration, story, 
and a craft. It was well received 
and it gave the managers 
something to do on a weekday 
when it was quiet.  When Ellenor 
moved on to Borderland she 
started the program there in 1993. 
At Borderland, the program grew 
to an extremely popular year 
round event for children ages 2-6 
years old and their accompanying 
adults.   

Over that past five seasons, 
this program has been rolled out at 
several other state parks on a 
seasonal basis through the 
seasonal Interpretive program.  
Interpreters are given the 
opportunity to explore the reasons 
for and methods of connecting the 
preschool age child to the great 
outdoors.  The 45 minute to one 

hour Kidleidoscope program is 
based around a theme that is 
accessible and easily understood 
by this age group, such as “Frogs 
are Green; Toads are Brown” or 
“Trees Grow from Seeds.”  The 
Interpreter develops an outdoor 
activity, a craft, and selects a 
storybook based on the theme of 
the program.  Each week, the 
Interpreter develops a new and 
different theme and families often 
return week after week to learn 
about something new at their state 
park.   

Kathryn Parent, the Interpreter 
at Blackstone says, “Highlights of 
the Kidleidoscope program are 
that the families return each week 
and they usually have questions 
about something they found or 
saw in their own back yard, and 
wait all week to share it with me.”  
Another Interpreter commented, 
“The Kidleidoscope program here 
is going beautifully! Attendance 
averages around 18 kids in the 3-6 
age bracket, but there are always 
extra little ones.”  In the Southeast 
Region, average attendance for the 
2009 season was high as well.  
Borderland State Park averaged 

 

 

about 20 participants per program 
and Nickerson State Park 
welcomed about 18 participants 
per program on average. 

Connecting children to nature 
at such an early age is crucial if 
we want children to grow up 
feeling right at home in the great 
outdoors.  The Kidleidoscope 
program is one way to 
successfully connect the little 
ones to the natural world, 
promote family experiences and 
engagement, and build awareness 
and interest in the DCR state park 
system.  With Kidleidoscope, we 
hope that no child will be left 
inside!  
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Celebrate the 
Civilian 

Conservation 
Corps Legacy 

By Alec Gillman, VSS Mount 
Greylock SR/DCR CCC 

Program Committee 
Coordinator 

 
*Editor’s Note:  This is the final 

part of a two-part series on the 
Civilian Conservation Corps, 
being published in conjunction 
with the 75th Anniversary of the 
CCC. 

 
3 Million Enrollees. 

Enrollees averaged between 18 
and 25 years old and signed on for 
a six month period, or up to two 
years. Of the $30 they earned each 
month as pay, $25 of it was sent 
home to support needy family 
members; giving rise to the saying 
“another day, another dollar.” 
Nationally, 3 million enrollees 
participated in the CCC and had 
the experience of a lifetime. Aside 
from the rigorous outdoor work, 
was the opportunity to learn a 
variety of trades, take evening 
classes, get a high school diploma 

or simply learn to read. Many 
alumni still refer to their days in 
the CCC as the “best time of my 
life.” 

On June 28, 1937, Congress 
passed new legislation that 
formally established the Civilian 
Conservation Corps (officially no 
longer the ECW).  However the 
CCC was never made a permanent 
agency. Due to the increasing lack 
of applicants, desertion, and the 
number of enrollees leaving for 
jobs that had reduced the Corps, 
Congress discontinued funding 
(but did not abolish) the CCC on 
July 1, 1942, in the midst of US 
involvement in World War II and a 
focus on national defense. The 
CCC had served its purpose in a 
time of great need, serving the 
needs of economic recovery and 
conservation of our natural 
resources.  

The legacy of the CCC survives 
in the multitude of recreational 
areas developed by them in our 
state and national parks that we 
still enjoy today. It focused a 
generation on the importance of 
conservation. It led to the 
development of modern service-
learning corps such as Student 
Conservation Corps, and among 
others. And it provides us with the 

inspiration that, against all odds, 
society can pull together to achieve 
noble objectives such as caring for 
our natural heritage. 

Carry on this legacy to inspire 
others toward a more sound 
conservation ethic and accessible 
recreational experience.  For more 
information on the DCR CCC 
Program Committee and upcoming 
programs contact: Alec Gillman, 
c/o Mount Greylock State 
Reservation, P.O. Box 138, 
Lanesborough, MA 01237. (413) 
499-4262, or email 
alexander.gillman@state.ma.us  
 
 

 
 

 
 

The Bascom Lodge as it appears today, following 
extensive restoration work.. 
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Mount Greylock in 1936. 

1 9 3 3 - 1 9 4 2  
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Make a Difference! 
• Student Conservation Association (SCA) 

Created in 1957 and modeled after the CCC, a 
national nonprofit organization that offers 
conservation internships and summer trail crew 
opportunities: www.thesca.org   

• The Corps Network (NASCC) is a descendant 
of the CCC. Since 1985 it has created a national 
clearinghouse of information and fundraising 
sources for conservation corps. www.nascc.org  

• National Public Lands Day (NPLD) every 
September since 1994, the nation’s largest 
hands-on volunteer effort to improve and 
enhance the public lands, keeping alive the 
promise of the CCC to preserve and protect 
America's natural heritage. 
www.publiclandsday.org   

• DCR Park Serve Day every May, a one day 
volunteer event to participate in state park 
clean-ups across the Commonwealth. 
www.massparks.org 

References and Resources 
• The Civilian Conservation Corps and the 

National Park Service 1933-1942, An 
Administrative History, By John C. Paige, 
National Park Service, Department of the 
Interior, 1985. 
http://www.cr.nps.gov/history/online_books/ccc  

• The Civilian Conservation Corps - An 
American Experiment. By Shelley Gupt, 
c.1996. 
http://www.marist.edu/summerscholars/96/ndcc
c.htm 

• Honoring the teachers and trainers in the 
Corps camps, by Tim Rayworth, DCR CCC 
News, Vol. 2, 2006. 

• Leake, Fred E. and Carter, Ray S., Roosevelt’s 
Tree Army: A Brief History of the Civilian 
Conservation Corps. NACCCA publication, St. 
Louis, MO, 1962. 

• Drew, Bernard A., Dam Beavers: Civilian 
Conservation Corps 196th Company, 1933-37, 
and Construction of York Lake at Sandisfield 
State Forest., Attic Revival Press, Great 
Barrington, MA, 2007.  

• For a more complete list of books on the Great 
Depression period and the CCC program visit 
the NACCCA bibliography webpage: 
www.cccalumni.org/biblo.html  

• Or NPS CCC bibliography 
www.nps.gov/history/history/online_books/ccc/
cccb.htm 
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CCC alumni and one modern day successor, the 
Student Conservation Association, join in celebration 
of CCC Day at the Statehouse, March 30, 2007. 

The handiwork of the CCC is still evident in many 
Massachusetts State Parks, such as this dam at 

Ruggles Pond in Wendell State Forest. 
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The New England Park Ranger Association:  
New look, new board, new opportunities 

By Kathryn Ward, President, 
New England Park Ranger Association 

 
 

The New England Park Ranger Association 
(NEPRA) was created to promote the advancement of 
the Park Ranger profession by providing a forum for 
the exchange of ideas through interaction with park 
professionals, educators and others interested in the 
Ranger profession.  NEPRA plays a leadership role in 
encouraging the highest standards of public service in 
the region and is committed to enhancing the Ranger 
profession through training, networking, research and 
social enrichment.  

During the past year, NEPRA strove to make 
changes that would bring the association into a new era. 
The look of NEPRA was sharply freshened with a new 
logo and we have begun to use new technologies like 
Facebook to keep us in touch with our membership. 
The bylaws were thoughtfully revised to address video 
conferencing, voting procedures, and the possibility of 
additional chapters in hopes of expanding our 
membership.  

This year the annual conference date was changed 
from November to September 24th and in doing so we 
were able to have lunch, the business meeting, and 
portions of trainings outside. We did our best to provide 
what was requested on last years evaluations, pertinent 
topics effecting current everyday life, and training that 
will help our members to be as valuable as possible in 
preparation for the future of conservation, business, and 
communication. The conference included such topics 
as: 

• Budget Basics presented by Consumer Credit 
Counseling Services; 

• Combating the Asian Longhorned Beetle 
presented by Clint McFarland and Ken 
Gooch;  

• Using Twitter or a Blog to keep the visiting 
public informed presented by DCR Ranger 
Will Anderson and Walden employees Jon 
and Chris Hoffman;  

• GPS field exercise with EPO, DCR, and 
civilian SAR team instructors; and 

• Get More out of NEPRA by getting involved 
in a subcommittee. 

This coming year looks to be even more challenging 
than ever with hiring freezes, looming budgetary 
constraints, and experienced personnel beginning in a 
trickle what is sure to be a wave of retirement in the 
coming years. With a little focus and organization, I 
believe there are a great many possibilities of what 
NEPRA can provide. 

• I would like to see NEPRA offer 
resources for students to be prepared for a job 
whether that is a list of recommended courses 
or a conversation or ride along with someone 
who can share their knowledge and experience.  

• I want to help to provide relevant 
trainings that will be of interest to all levels of 
seniority and pertinent to all conservation 
organizations in the New England states. 

• I want to think a step above all of our 
current professional positions and provide 
trainings that will guide members toward their 
goals.  

• And I want to foster greater 
communication, camaraderie, and feedback 
between the Board and the membership. 

So keep the www.neranger.org  website in your 
favorites and keep checking for updates, job postings, 
and new training opportunities!  

 
 

Training Opportunity 
Resumes, Cover Letters and 

Conveying Your Skills Through 
Technical Writing for Rangers 
 
When: Monday, December 21 
Time: 9am – 3pm 
Where: Great Meadows National 
                 Wildlife Refuge
Details/Signup: www.yankeeranger.org 
 

Training provided by Ranger Heather 
Honnold, National Park Service 
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State House Detachment 
By Sean P. Dowd, State House Ranger 

 
As is known to happen from time to time, Beacon 

Hill found itself again in the 24 hour national news 
rotation recently.  This time Republicans and 
Democrats alike took time out to honor the late Senator 
Edward M. Kennedy.  As the news helicopters followed 
closely from a cloudless sky, the Senator’s funeral 
procession passed by the Bowdoin Street apartment 
where Senator Kennedy and his late brother, the 
President, launched their political careers.  The streets 
around the State House became jammed with flag 
waving spectators while across the street from the 
Senate President’s balcony, legislators likewise paid 
their respects. 

DCR Ranger Lt. Robert Lambert of the night shift 
recalls a recent State House visit during which the 
Senator fondly spoke to him of the time he anxiously 
awaited election results with his brother, the future 
President, from the Bowdoin Street apartment during 
JFK’s early run for U.S. Congress. 

Perhaps paying homage to the late Senator, 
lawmakers quickly transitioned from somber 
remembrance to the business at hand inside the State 
House.  The debate began in earnest as to whether or 
not to temporarily fill Senator Kennedy’s seat.  A 

temporary appointment was made in lieu of a special 
election to be held later this year.  As might be 
expected, much public fervor abounded under the 
dome, keeping DCR Rangers as busy as ever.   

The state’s budget crisis has been keeping things 
interesting at the State House from a security standpoint 
as well.  “Things are just a little crazy right now.” Says 
DCR Lt. Sean Flood of the day shift, “I’ve never seen 
this many protest groups during any time in my career 
at the State House while performing security.”  Flood 
cites the recent economic crisis for possibly sparking so 
much controversy.  “During tough financial times 
people’s emotions run hot, we’re just encouraging our 
staff to stay alert at all times.” Said Flood.   

Public demonstrations are not just a daytime 
occurrence recently, it seems. A group raising 
awareness for global warming has pledged to camp out 
every Sunday night on Boston Common through 
December, so that they may lobby the legislature each 
Monday morning. 

As the weather turns cold, we at the State House 
Ranger Detachment would like to wish all of our DCR 
colleagues warmth, health and happiness in the coming 
holiday season.   
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Chief’s Corner By Curt Rudge, Chief Ranger 
 

To be a park ranger is to be a jack 
of all trades in the realm of the out of 
doors.  For the most part, our priority 
of service is life safety, followed 
closely by resource protection and 
always supported by education and 
interpretation.  Rangers are frequently 
field-oriented, administratively shy, 
and go through life with a “get ‘er 
done” attitude.  In short, if you are in a 
park and need medical service, want to 
report an injustice done to the resource 
or want to learn more about the 
woodlands and it’s inhabitants, your 
best bet would be to go find a park 
ranger.  It is with these thoughts in 
mind that I write this message. 

On October 11, 2009, Ranger Peter 
Michaels responded to a call requesting 
him to locate and assist an injured 
hiker at the Holyoke Ranger State 
Park.  Lt. Michaels responded to the 
scene with his ATV, helped locate the 
injured subject, transported the first 
EMT to the scene, and helped 
coordinate the rescue between the five 
agencies responding.   

On October 12, 2009, never to be 
outdone by Lt. Michaels, Ranger Jason 
Hunt responded to a hiker who had 
suffered a heart attack after hiking to 
the summit of Mt. Wachusett.  Lt. Hunt 
performed CPR on the subject and 
deployed his assigned AED and, on the 
second shock, revived the subject, 
essentially saving his life.   

The plan is, and always has been, 
simple, select the most qualified 
candidates for a position you can find, 
train them to perform the tasks 
expected of them, and equip them 
properly to support the task 
performance, and good things will 
happen.  I am proud to know that all 
DCR Park Rangers are prepared and 
equipped to perform as Lt.’s Michaels 
and Hunt performed that weekend, and 

kudos to the Lt.’s for demonstrating the 
success of the plan. 

It is often said that good things 
come to those who wait, and on 
October 27, 2009, after nine long 
months of waiting Dpty. Chief Kristin 
Karl-Carnahan gave birth to a 
bouncing baby boy named Connor.  
Congratulations to Kristin and her 
husband, Patrick, and, on behalf of the 
entire bureau, we wish nothing but the 
best for the entire Karl-Carnahan 
family.  In Kristin’s absence, a number 
of folks will be stepping in to help out 
and a note to clarify where to address 
interpretive matters will be coming out 
soon.  In the meantime, please forward 
any interpretive inquiries you may 
have to my office and we’ll make sure 
they are addressed. 

Sadly, I have to conclude this 
missive with most disappointing news.  
The recent reduction in workforce has 
taken a toll on two valuable members 
of the Bureau of Ranger Services.  Bill 
Stokinger’s position has been 
eliminated in the round of layoffs we 
just went through, and Holly Bartlett is 
a victim of the bumping process.  
When people ask me about my job and 
what the highlights of it are, I always 
start out with the simple fact that I love 
to go to work every day because I work 
with some of the most wonderful 
people you could ever know.  To a 
person, my colleagues are hard 
working, honest, and trustworthy and 
always have your back, and Bill and 
Holly are shining examples.   To me 
they are each an irreplaceable asset, a 
leaning post, a confidant, a resource 
and a crutch, but most importantly, a 
friend.  They will always be a welcome 
sight on the 8th floor and I wish them 
nothing but the best in their future 
endeavors, whatever they might be and 
where ever they may take them.  

We want to 
hear from you!! 
Many, many thank-yous to 

all who contributed and 
made this Newsletter 

possible!! 

As always, comments, 
thoughts and suggestions 

are always welcome, as are 
contributions.  If you have 

something you’d like to 
share in this Newsletter, 

please send it in! 

 
 

Department of 
Conservation & Recreation
Bureau of Ranger Services 

Attn:  Holly Bartlett  
251 Causeway St, Ste 800 

Boston, MA  02114 

 

Or e-mail at: 

Holly.Bartlett@state.ma.us 

 
 

 

 
 
 

It’s Your Nature 
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