
HOUSE No. 2224
By Mr. Walsh of Boston, petition of Patrick Vaughn for legislation relative to the

reduction in the number of alcoholic beverage licenses in the city of Boston. Govern-
ment Regulations. [Local Approval Required.]

*

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Seventy-One.

AN ACT PROVIDING FOR A REDUCTION IN THE NUMBER OF ALCO-
HOLIC BEVERAGE LICENSES, IN THE CITY OF BOSTON, THE RETIRE-
MENT OF CERTAIN THEREOF, THE TRANSFER OF OTHERS, AND
REMEDYING AN INJUSTICE IN PRE-EXISTING LAW.

1 Whereas notwithstanding that the number of alcoholic bever-
2 age licenses in the city of Boston reserved under section
3 twenty-three B of chapter one hundred and thirty-eight of the
4 General Laws has been substantially reduced by retirement under
5 chapter eight hundred and four of the acts of nineteen hundred
band sixty-five, the number of alcoholic beverage licenses in said
7 city is still excessive in relation to its population and the number
Bof such licenses so reserved is likely to increase by reason of
9 takings by eminent domain in the near future in carrying out

10 public projects; and
11 Whereas it appears that an excessive number of establishments
12 licensed to sell all alcoholic beverages in said city is inimical to
13 the public health, safety, morals and welfare, constitutes an
14 economic and social liability, and substantially impairs the sound
15 growth of said city; and

W) Whereas it further appears that there are few, if any, suitable
1 7 locations or areas in said city which are not already adequately
18 served by licensed establishments; that while the General Court
19may revoke, without compensation, all licenses of a class,
20 seemingly it may not arbitrarily revoke individual licenses; that
21 although a liquor license conveys no vested interest, it is
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22 considered by some as something of value because of the
23 preference which the purchaser of the business incident to such
24 license acquires in the renewal thereof; and that there is amoral
25 obligation to provide against the substantial financial hardship
26 which licenses will suffer if they are unable to continue in
27 business because they cannot obtain transfer of their licensees to
28 other suitable locations within the time limited by law for the
29 reservation of their licenses; now, therefore, I*

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in
General Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as
follows:

1 SECTION 1. Section 17 of chapter 138 of the General Laws is
2 hereby amended by striking out the sixth paragraph, as appearing
3 in chapter 263 of the acts of 1939, and inserting in place thereof
4 the following paragraph;
5 The licensing board for the city of Boston may grant not
6 exceeding seven hundred licenses for the sale of all alcoholic
7 beverages under section twelve; provided, that no further original
8 licenses under said section shall be granted until the number of
9 licenses outstanding thereunder shall have been reduced to less

10 than six hundred by cancellation or revocation or the failure of
] 1 holders of such licenses to apply for renewals and thereafter ,
12 licenses thereunder may be granted only up to a total not
13 exceeding six hundred. Said board may grant not exceeding two
14 hundred and fifty licenses for the sale of all alcoholic beverages
15 under section fifteen; provided, that no further original licenses
16 under said section shall be granted until the number of licenses
17 outstanding thereunder shall have been reduced to less than two
18 hundred by cancellation or revocation or the failure of holders ot
19 such licenses to apply for renewals and thereafter licenses^
20 thereunder may be granted only up to a total not exceeding two
21 hundred. The number of licenses for the sale of wines or malt
22 beverages only, or both, in said city shall not exceed two
23 hundred.

1 SECTION 2. Any license under section twelve of said chapter
2 one hundred and thirty-eight held by any individual partnership
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3 or corporation for a location in the city of Boston may, anything
4 in section twenty-three of said chapter to the contrary notwith-
-5 standing, be transferred under said chapter to a club as defined in
6 section one of said chapter from membership in which no person
7 is excluded solely because of race, creed or color; provided, that
8 no more than seven such licenses shall be so transferred.

1 SECTION 3. Section lof chapter 804 of the acts of 1965 is
2 hereby amended by striking out, in line 1, the word “seventy”
3 and inserting in place thereof the word: seventy-five —, and by
4 striking out, in line 17, the word “seven” and inserting in place
5 thereof the word: six —, and by striking out, in lines 19 and 20,
6 the words “and fifty”.

1 SECTION 4. If within one year after the effective date of this
2 act due application is made to the licensing board of the city of
3 Boston by any person who on the effective date of said chapter
4 eight hundred and four held under section twelve or fifteen of
5 said chapter one hundred and thirty-eight a license to do business
6 on premises in said city which had theretofore been taken in fee
7 by public authority and who had held such license at the time of
8 such taking but who could not tender such license for cancella-
9 tion under said chapter eight hundred and four solely because he

10 was not required to remove his business from such premises
11 within four years from the date of taking and so could not have
12 his license reserved under section twenty-three B of said chapter
13 one hundred and thirty-eight, said licensing board shall forthwith
14 revive said license but solely for the purpose of enabling such
15 person to tender it for cancellation under said chapter eight
16 hundred and four; and such person may thereupon forthwith
17 tender it for such cancellation as of the date he was required to

remove from the premises and thereupon bo paid the sum which
19 would have been payable if it had been tenu.red on that date.

SECTION 5. This act shall take effect upon its passage




