
No. 3076HOUSE
By Mi. Flaherty of Cambridge, petition of Charles F. Flaherty, Jr., that state agencies

be directed to take the environmental impact into consideration before instituting certain
actions. Natural Resources and Agriculture.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Seventy-One.*

An Act further regulating the agencies of the state
GOVERNMENT.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in
General Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as
follows:

1 SECTION 1. Chapter 6A of the General Laws is hereby
2 amended by inserting after section 4 the following section:
3 Section 4A. All State Agencies shall:
4 (A) utilize a systematic, interdisciplinary approach which
5 will insure the integrated use of the natural and social
6 sciences and the environmental design arts in planning and

in decision making which may have an impact on man’s
8 environment;
9 (B) identify and develop methods and procedures which

10 will insure that presently unquantified environmental
11 amenities and values may be given appropriate considera-
-12 tion in decision making along with economic and technical
13 considerations;
14 (C) include in every recommendation or report on pro-
-15 posals for legislation and other major actions significantly
16 affecting the quality of the human environment, a detailed
17 statement by the responsible official on
18 (I) the environmental impact of the proposed
19 action,

20 (II) any adverse environmental effects which cannot
21 be avoided should the proposal be implemented
22 (III) alternatives to the proposed action,
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23 (IV) the relationship between local short-term uses of
24 man’s environment and the maintenance and
25 enhancement of long-term productivity, and
25 (V) any irreversible and irretrievable commitments
27 of resources which would be involved in the
28 proposed action should it be implemented.
29 Prior to making any detailed statement, the responsible State
30 official shall consult with and obtain the comments of any State-*
31 agency which has jurisdiction by law or special expertise whip'
32 respect to any environmental impact involved. Copies of such
33 statement and the comments and views of the appropriate
34 State and local agencies, which are authorized to develop and
35 enforce environmental standards, shall be made available to the
35 governor and the legislature and to the public and shall ac-
-37 company the proposal through the existing agency review pro-
-38 cesses;
39 (D) study, develop, and describe appropriate alternatives
40 to recommended courses of action in any proposal which
4} involves unresolved conflicts concerning alternative uses of
42 available resources;

43 (E) make available to counties, municipalities, institutions,
44 and individuals advice and information useful in restoring,
45 maintaining, and enhancing the quality of the environ-
-46 ment; and
47 (F) initiate and utilize ecological information in the plan-
-48 ning and development of resource-oriented projects.
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