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By Mi. Corriveau of Sturbridge, petition of Paul J. Corriveau that motor vehicles
operated in the Commonwealth be equipped with roof warning lights. Public Safety.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Seventy-One.

Act providing that motor vehicles operated in the
"commonwealth shall be equipped with roof warning

LIGHTS.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in
General Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as
follows:

1 SECTION 1. Section 7of chapter 90 of the General Laws is
2 hereby amended by adding the following paragraph;
3 Every motor vehicle or trailer registered in the common-
-4 wealth and operated in or upon any way shall be equipped
5 with a warning light projecting above the roof line of the
6 vehicle. Said roof warning light shall be displayed during the
7 following conditions: (1) when the vehicle is stopped in the
8 event of emergency on or at the side of any way, whether the
9 vehicle is occupied or temporarily abandoned; (2) while the

10 vehicle is partially disabled but moving by means of its own
11 power or some other means, at a speed slow enough as to
12 present a hazard to overtaking vehicles; and (3) when the vehi-
-13 cle is operated in weather conditions which reduce normal
14 vision to less than three hundred feet. In the event of a
15 running light failure, the portable warning light shall be used as
16 a temporary means to designate the extremity of the motor
17 vehicle on the side of said failure. The latter use shall not be
18 considered a substitute for the running light, and shall not be

applicable to a vehicle equipped with the permanently installed
20 roof warning light.

1 SECTION 2. The first sentence of section 7A of said chap-
-2 ter 90, as appearing in chapter 268 of the acts of 1966, is
3 hereby amended by inserting after the words “stop lights”, in
4 line 7, the words: , roof warning light.
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j SECTION 3. Said section 7A of said chapter 90 is hereby
2 further amended by adding the following paragraph;
3 As used in this section and section seven, the term “roof
4 warning light” shall mean either a permanently installed light
5 or a portable light. The portable light shall be carried in the
5 drivers compartment and so constructed as to be readily af-
-7 fixed to the roof of the vehicle without the driver leaving the
8 vehicle. The permanently attached light shall be an integral pai^
9 of the stop light electrical system, and shall be attached to the

10 left extremity of the vehicle, showing a red light to the rear
11 and an amber light toward the front of the vehicle. The
12 detachable or temporary warning light shall show amber on all
13 sides. Both types when in operation position shall have the
14 source of light located six inches or more over the roof line of
15 the vehicle and shall consist of a bulb of thirty-two candle-
-16 power at two and one tenth amperes. The lens shall be made
17 of poly carbonate for maximum durability, vented for heat
18 dissipation, shall operate cool enough so as not to disfigure or
19 alter the lens efficiency, have proper drainage to insure pro-
-20 longed bulb and electrical life, emit concentration of light rays
21 horizontally and upwardly at a forty-five degree angle both
22 forward and backward. Either form of a roof warning light
23 shall be visible for a distance of one thousand feet and shall be
24 capable of remaining in position under severe weather condi-
-25 tions and winds up to ninety miles per hour. The bulb shall be
26 readily obtainable and replaceable. The movable roof warning
27 light shall include at least ten feet of lead wire, operate on a
28 flasher incorporated in its electrical system with a flashing
29 capability to flash said roof warning light a minimum of eighty
30 times per minute, and shall be readily activated by a quick
31 electrical connection within easy reach of the vehicle operator.

1 SECTION 4. This act shall take effect on September first,
2 nineteen hundred and seventy-one.


