
HOUSE No. 3492
By Mr. Marshall of Quincy, petition of Charles Francis

Mahoney relative to the proper care and treatment of children
committed to the Department of Youth Services. Social Welfare.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Seventy-One.m
An Act safeguarding the right to proper care and treat-

ment OF CHILDREN COMMITTED TO THE CUSTODY OF THE
DEPARTMENT OF YOUTH SERVICE.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in
General Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as
follows:

1 SECTION 1. Chapter ISA of the General Laws is amended
2 by inserting after section 13 thereof the following section; -

3 Section 14. Whenever any child shall be committed to the
4 custody of the department, there shall be appointed for him an
5 advisor who shall be a resident of the commonwealth overvc

6 eighteen years of age committed to the rehabilita
7 bled children of the commonwealth. Such advisor
8 an employee of the department. No one person shall be tl
9 advisor to more than six children at any one time.

10 Such advisor shall inform himself of the plans and progran
11 of the department for the care, treatment, reeducation am
12 rehabilitation of such child, and shall, during the period o
13 commitment of such child, advise himself of the progress o
14 such plans and program and of the living conditions of sucl
15 child. For such purpose, such advisor shall have the right of

’Pi6 access at all reasonable times to the institutions and facilities of
17 the department, and shall meet with such child no less fre-
-18 quently than once in each month during said child’s commit-
-19 ment. The advisor shall, whenever he deems it necessary or
20 advisable, but no less frequently than once in every six months,
21 make a report to the justice of the court ordering the commit-
-22 ment of such child, concerning the care, treatment, reeducation
23 and rehabilitation which such child is receiving. The advisor
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24 shall, in such reports or otherwise, make such recommendations
25 to said court or to the department concerning the care,
26 treatment, reeducation and rehabilitation of such child as he
27 shall deem necessary or advisable. A copy of every such report
28 or recommendation of the advisor shall be furnished to the
29 commissioner, to the justice of the court committing such
30 child, to the parent or guardian of such child, and to th< •

31 attorney for such child. If at any time it appears to the advisoi
32 that such child is not receiving care, treatment, reeducation and
33 rehabilitation according to the plans and program set out by
34 the department at any hearing pursuant to section 12 of this
35 chapter, or that such care, treatment, reeducation and rehabili-
-36 tation is not according to prevailing professional standards or is
37 not likely to be conducive to such child’s early restoration to a
38 useful role in the community, the advisor shall upon petition
39 bring the facts of the case before the court originally com-
-40 mitting such child which shall, if it finds any of the circum-
-41 stances set forth in this sentence to exist, order the immediate
42 discharge of such child.
43 The visiting boards of the various institutions as defined in
44 section 11 of this chapter shall endeavor to recruit qualified
45 persons willing to serve as advisors under this section, and shall
46 forward the names of persons so recruited to the chief justice
47 of the district court, who shall arrange the names of such
48 persons by their counties of residence and shall circulate such
49 names to the courts of juvenile jurisdiction in each county.
50 Advisors shall be appointed by the judge committing each child
51 to the custody of the department at the time of such commit-
-52 ment.
53 Advisors shall serve without compensation, except that they
54 shall be reimbursed by the department for their legitimate
55 expenses in investigating, promoting and protecting the welfare
56 of the child or children to whom they are appointed as such
57 advisors. The duties of an advisor shall extend only to such
58 period of time when any child is actually in the custody of the
59 department and shall cease upon the discharge of any such
60 child.

1 SECTION 2. This act is to take effect upon its passage


