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By Mr. Atkins of Acton, petition of Chester G. Atkins that provision be made for
the establishment in certain counties of county advisory boards consisting of municipal
officials. Counties.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Seventy-One.•i
An Act establishing in certain counties a county advisory

BOARD COMPOSED OF MUNICIPAL OFFICIALS.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in
General Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as
follows:

1 Chapter 35 of the General Laws is hereby amended by strik-
-2 out section 28, as most recently amended by chapter 849 of
3 the acts of 1969, and inserting in place thereof the following
4 section:—
5 Section 28. The county commissioners shall annually pre-
-6 pare estimates of county receipts and expenditures for the en-
-7 suing fiscal year, in the form prescribed by the director of
8 accounts and upon blanks by him furnished, including esti-
-9 mates for construction and repair of county buildings and for

10 effecting insurance providing indemnity for or protection to
11 the officers and employees of the county against loss by reason
12 of their liability to pay damages to others for bodily injuries,
13 including death at any time resulting therefrom, or for dam-
-14 age to property, caused by the operation, within the scope of
15 their official duties or employment, of motor or other vehicles
16 owned by the County, to an amount not exceeding forty thous-
-17 and dollars on account of injury to or death of one person, or
18 not exceeding one hundred thousand dollars for any one acci-
-19 dent, and not exceeding ten thousand dollars on account of
20 damage to property, or for providing indemnity or protection
21 as aforesaid without insurance, with a statement of the cor-
-22 responding appropriations for the current fiscal year, and ex-
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23 penditures for each of the three preceding fiscal years, ex-
-24 plaining any difference Between the amount of any such
25 estimates and the latest appropriations for the same purpose,
26 and citing the laws relating thereto. On or before December
27 fifteenth in each year, the head of each department or institu-
-28 tion, and each board or other agency whose activities are main-
-29 tained or supported wholly or in part by county funds, shall
30 submit to the county commissioners, in writing, a statement
31 of their requirements for the ensuing fiscal year, including®
32 number and cost of personnel, quantities and estimated cost
33 of supplies and equipment and any other proposed expendi-
-34 tures, in sufficient detail to enable said commissioners to
35 explain any increase or decrease as compared with the appro-
-36 priation of the previous fiscal year. In such statement any
37 proposed contract or any project involving the estimated
38 expenditure of a sum in excess of one thousand dollars shall
39 be set forth separately. The clerk of the county commissioners
40 shall record the foregoing in a book kept therefor, and, on or
41 before January fifteenth, shall send a copy thereat, by him
42 attested and signed by the chairman, to the county treasurer,
43 to the said director and to the advisory board established un-
-44 der section twenty-eight B of this chapter. The advisory board
45 shall review said estimates and shall make such itemized
46 recommendations as the board shall deem necessary. The sec-
-47 retary of the advisory board shall, on or before March first,
48 in the form prescribed by the director of accounts, submit
49 said recommendations to the said director, who shall analyze
50 and classify said estimates and recommendations, and report
51 the same to the general court not later than March fifteenth
52 next following. The director shall send a copy of said report
53 to the county commissioners and to the advisory board of
54 each county.

*

1 Section 2. Said chapter 35 is hereby further amended by
2 inserting after section 28A the following section:—
3 Section 288. In each county, except Suffolk, Dukes and
4 Nantucket, there shall be an advisory board, consisting of the
5 city manager, if any, otherwise the mayor of each city and the
6 chairman of the board of selectmen of each town constituting
7 such county. Each city manager or mayor and each chairman
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may, in writing filed with the county commissioners, from
time to time appoint a designee to act for him on said advis-
ory hoard.
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All expenditures of the county shall be in accordance with

an itemized budget prepared and submitted to the director of
accounts and to said county advisory board in accordance with
the provisions of section twenty-eight of this chapter. The
budget may from time to time be amended by the preparation
and submission by the county commissioners to said director
of accounts and to said county advisory board of supplements
thereto. Said advisory board shall, within forty-five days after
submission to it, make recommendations as provided in said
section twenty-eight.
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Each city and town shall have one vote on the advisory hoard
plus additional votes and fractions thereof determined by
multiplying the total number of cities and towns in the county
by a fraction of which the numerator shall be the total amount
of county tax assessed to such city or town and the denomina-
tor shall be the total amount of county tax assessed to all such
cities and towns in the county. The determination of votes
shall be based upon the most recent annual assessment.
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