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By Mr. Woods of Franklin, petition of George L. Woods, Jr,, and Harrison Chadwick
relative to the establishment of regional and consolidated public schools and providing
financial assistance to cities and towns in the construction and acquisition of school
buildings. Education.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Seventy-One

An Act to encourage the establishment of regional and
CONSOLIDATED PUBLIC SCHOOLS AND TO PROVIDE FINANCIAL ASSIS-
TANCE TO CITIES AND TOWNS IN THE CONSTRUCTION AND ACQUI-
SITION OF SCHOOL BUILDINGS.

1 Whereas, The deferred operation of this act would tend to
2 defeat its purpose, which is to permit immediately the
3 establishment of certain public schools and to provide finan-
-4 cial assistance to cities and towns in the establishment and
5 acquisition thereof, therefore it is hereby declared to be an
6 emergency law necessary for the immediate preservation of
7 the public convenience.

1 Section 1. Chapter 645 of the acts of 1948 is hereby
2 amended by striking out section 1 and inserting in place
3 thereof the following section;—
4 Section 1. To promote the planning and construction and
5 acquisition of school buildings and the establishment of
6 consolidated and regional schools, in order to insure safe and
7 adequate plant facilities for the public schools, and to assist
8 towns in meeting the cost thereof, there is hereby established
9 in the department of education but not subject to its control,

10 a temporary commission, to be known as the school building
11 assistance commission.
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Be it enacted by the Senate and House oj Representatives in
General Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as
follows:
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Section 2. Section 4 of said chapter 645 is hereby amended
by striking out the first sentence and inserting in place
thereof the following sentence:—The powers and duties of
the commission shall be, generally, to encourage and foster
the establishment and building of consolidated and regional
or union public schools in and among the cities and towns of
the commonwealth, to conduct surveys and studies relative
thereto, and to administer the provisions of this act relative
to grants to cities and towns for the planning and construe- >

tion and acquisition of school buildings. ”
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Section 3. Section 5 of said chapter 645 is hereby amended
by inserting after the fifth paragraph the following para-
graph;—
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3
4 “Acquisition” shall mean any school building to be pur-

chased by the city, town or district and shall include all sums
necessary to bring the proposed acquisition into compliance
with the provisions of this chapter.
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Section 4. Section 6 of said chapter 645 is hereby amended
by striking out the last sentence and inserting in place thereof
the following sentence: —The said commission may, if it is
satisfied that the plans so submitted are satisfactory with
respect to site, type and adequacy of the proposed construc-
tion or acquisition for an approved school project in a
regional school district and in the best interest of the respec-
tive towns, and the expenses so incurred are reasonable,
certify to the comptroller for payment to such regional school
district such amount, not exceeding such expenses, as it may
deem proper, and the state treasurer shall forthwith make the
payments so certified from any funds appropriated therefor.
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Section 5. Section 7 of said chapter 645 is hereby amended
by striking out the first sentence and inserting in place >

thereof the following sentence:—Any city, town, regional”
school district or county may apply to the commission for a
school construction or acquisition grant to meet in part the
cost of an approved school project.
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Section 6. Said chapter 645 is hereby further amended by
striking out section 7A and inserting in place thereof the
following section:—
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Section 7A. Any city, town, regional school district or
county which is eligible for aid under the provisions of this
chapter and establishes extended courses of instruction in a
vocational school, as provided in section thirty-seven A of
chapter seventy-four of the General Laws, and wishes to
enlarge or construct or acquire a school for purpose of
maintaining such extended courses of instruction on a tech-
nical institute level shall be eligible for financial assistance
in the construction or enlargement of such school in the
manner and to the extent provided by this act.
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Section 7. Said chapter 645 is hereby further amended by
striking out section 8 and inserting in place thereof the
following section:—
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4 Section S. Forthwith upon receipt of an application under

the provisions of section seven, the commission shall examine
such application and any facts, estimates or other informa-
tion relative thereto, and shall determine whether the pro-
posed construction or acquisition is in the best interests of the
city, town, region or county, with respect to its site, type of
construction, sufficiency of accommodations, and otherwise.
If, in its opinion, such proposed construction or acquisition
should be undertaken, the commission shall determine the
estimated approved cost of such construction, or acquisition,
which cost may be equal to the estimated cost furnished by
such city, town, district or county or a lesser amount, and
compute the amount estimated of construction or acquisition
grant to which the town would be entitled under the follow-
ing section, such computation being based on said approved
cost.
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the commission shall notify such city, town, district or county
of its approval or rejection thereof, and, in the event of its
rejection, of the reasons therefor. Notice of approval here-
under shall be accompanied by a statement of the estimated
approved cost as determined by the commission, and an
estimate of the amount of school construction or acquisition
grant to which such city, town, district or county may be
entitled under the provisions of the following section.
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29 The final approved cost shall be determined by the com-
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mission within a reasonable time after the acceptance of the
completed project by the local school committee.
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Any city or town which has received, in accordance with
the provisions of the preceding section, notice of approval
and an estimate of the amount of school construction or
acquisition grant to which such city or town may be entitled,
may, during the time this chapter remains in effect, borrow
from time to time for said approved school project an amount
not exceeding said estimated grant, or such larger amount as
may be approved by the emergency finance board established
under chapter forty-nine of the acts of nineteen hundred and
thirty-three, and may issue bonds or notes therefor which
shall bear on their face the words, (name of city or town)
School Project Loan, Act of 1948. Each authorized issue shall
constitute a separate loan and such loans shall be paid in not
more than twenty years from their dates. Indebtedness in-
curred under this act shall be in excess of the statutory limit,
but shall, except as herein provided, be subject to the
applicable provisions of chapter forty-four of the General
Laws, exclusive of the limitation contained in the first
paragraph of section seven thereof. The members of the
aforesaid emergency finance board when acting under this
paragraph shall receive from the commonwealth compensa-
tion to the same extent as provided under chapter three
hundred and sixty-six of the acts of nineteen hundred and
thirty-three, as amended, including chapter seventy-four of
the acts of nineteen hundred and forty-five.
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If the determination of the final approved cost is delayed
because the construction is not completed, the payments
preceding determination of the final approved cost may be
based upon the estimated approved cost, and adjustment
shall be made in the payment or payments which are made
subsequent to the determination of the final approved cost.
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i Section 8. Clause (a) of section 9 of said chapter 645 is
hereby amended by striking out the first sentence and insert-
ing in place thereof the following sentence:—(a) The total
construction or acquisition grant any approved school project
in any city or town shall be one fourth of the product of the
final approved cost of the project multiplied by the equalized
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7 valuation per pupil in net average membership for the entire
8 commonwealth divided by the equalized valuation per pupil
9 in net average membership of the city or town; provided,

10 however, that no grant shall be approved for an amount less
11 than forty per cent or more than fifty per cent of such
12 approved cost; and provided, further that cities and towns
13 designated depressed areas or which have substantial or
14 persistent unemployment shall be eligible for maximum state
l5 aid from the school building assistance commission for new
16 school construction.

1 Section 9. Clause (6) of said section 9of said chapter 645
2 is hereby amended by striking out the first sentence and
3 inserting in place thereof the following sentence:—(b) The
4 total construction or acquisition grant for any approved
5 school project in any regional school district shall be one
G third of the product of the final approved cost of the project
7 multiplied by the equalized valuation per pupil in net
8 average membership for the entire commonwealth divided by
9 the total equalized valuation per pupil in the total net

10 average membership of the towns comprising such district;
11 provided, however, that no grant shall be approved for any
12 amount less than forty per cent or more than sixty-five per
13 cent of such approved cost; and provided, further, that
14 regional school districts in which all the member municipal-
-15 ities are designated as depressed areas or which have substan-
-16 tial or persistent unemployment shall be eligible for maxi-
-17 mum state aid from the school building assistance commis-
-18 sion for new construction.

1 Section 10. Said section 9of said chapter 645 is hereby
2 further amended by striking out clauses (c) and (d) and

4 3 inserting in place thereof the following two clauses;—
4 (c) The total construction or acquisition grant for any
5 approved school project in any county shall be one fourth of
6 the product of the final approved cost of the project multi-
7 plied by the equalized valuation per pupil in the net aver-
8 age membership for the entire commonwealth divided by
9 the equalized valuation per pupil in the total net average

10 membership of all the cities and towns within the county;
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provided, however, that no grant shall be approved for an
amount less than forty per cent or more than fifty per cent of
such approved costs;
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(d) In determining the construction or acquisition grant
for any school project under clauses (a), ( b ) and (c) the
commission shall use the net average membership for the last
school year and the last equalized valuation for the cities,
towns and the commonwealth both next prior to the date of
the award of the contract for such approved school project.
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Section 11. Paragraph 2 of said section 9 of said chapter
645 is hereby amended by striking out the first sentence and
inserting in place thereof the following sentence: —In the
case of any approved school project to be financed in whole or
in part from the proceeds of any sale of bonds or notes, the
total construction or acquisition grant shall be paid annually
in equal parts to be determined by dividing the total grant by
the number of years during which any indebtedness incurred
for such project shall remain outstanding; provided, that if
such number of years is less than five, the total grant shall
be paid annually in five equal parts, and the payments
hereinabove provided for shall begin in the calendar year
in which the first payment of principal on account of such
indebtedness shall become due and payable.
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Section 12. Paragraph 3 of said section 9 of said chapter
645 is hereby amended by striking out the first sentence and
inserting in place thereof the following sentence: —Notwith-
standing any provisions to the contrary contained in the
preceding paragraph, in the case of any approved school
project of a city or town for which seventy-five thousand
dollars or more has been appropriated from its stabilization
fund under the provisions of section five B of chapter forty
of the General Laws or, in the case of an approved school
project of a regional school district for which seventy-five
thousand dollars or more has been appropriated in the
aggregate by the member towns from their stabilization
funds, the total construction or acquisition grant shall be
paid in the following manner:—a sum equal to the amount so
appropriated shall be paid in the year in which construction
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or acquisition of such project has been commenced, such
payment to be called the matching stabilization fund pay-
ment, but in no event shall such payment exceed one hundred
thousand dollars or three fourths of the estimated amount of
the construction grant, whichever is less, and the remainder
of such construction or acquisition grant shall be paid
annually in equal parts to be determined by dividing such
remainder by the number of years during which any in-
debtedness incurred for such project shall remain outstand-
ing; provided that if such number of years is less than five, or
if the project is not to be financed from the proceeds of any
sale of bonds or notes, such remainder shall be paid annually
in five equal parts; and in the case of a project for which
indebtedness is incurred, the annual payments hereinabove
provided for shall begin in the calendar year in which the first
payment of principal on account of such indebtedness shall
become due and payable, and in the case of a project which is
not to be financed from the proceeds of any sale of bonds or
notes, in the calendar year in which the construction of such
project has been commenced.
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