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By Mr. St. Cyr of Millis, petition of John F. St. Cyr for legislation relative to filling
certain vacancies in the office of Representative in the General Court. Rules of the two
branches, acting concurrently.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Seventy-OneI
An Act relative to filling vacancies in the house of repre-

sentatives.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in
General Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as
folio

Chapter 54 of the General Laws is hereby amended by
striking out section 1, as most recently amended by section 5
of chapter 130 of the acts of 1946, and inserting in place
thereof the following section:
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Section Upon a vacancy in the office of representative
in the general court or upon failure to elect, the speaker of
the house of representatives shall issue precepts to the
alderman of each city and the selectmen of each town
comprising the district or any part thereof, appointing such
time as the house of representatives may order for an election
to fill such vacancy; provided, that if such vacancy occurs
during the first year of the biennial session of the general
court or before March first in the second year of the biennial
session of the general court and the house of representatives
is in session, the house shall order the election to fill such
vacancy within twenty days after the vacancy occurs, said
election to take place within ninety days after the vacancy
occurs. If the said vacancy occurs on or after March first in
the second year of the biennial session of the general court,
the house may order an election to fill said vacancy. If such a
vacancy occurs during the recess between the first and second
years of the biennial session of the general court, or after the
termination of the second year of such biennial session but
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24 before March first, the speaker shall fix the time for an elec-
-25 tion to fill such vacancy within twenty days after the vacancy
26 occurs, such election to be held within ninety days after the
27 vacancy occurs. If such a vacancy occurs after the end of the
28 second year of such biennial session and after March first of
29 the second, the speaker may order an election to fill such a
30 vacancy. All such election shall be held on a Tuesday. Upon
31 receipt of such precepts, the alderman or the selectmen shall
32 call an election, which shall be held in accordance with tffii
33 precepts.
34 If, at the date of the general election for the house of
35 representatives, a vacancy exists in the office of represen ta-
-36 tive and the house of representatives is in session, the newly
37 elected representative from said vacant district shall immedi-
-38 ately be sworn to his duties. If under the above circumstances
39 the house of representatives is not in session at the date of
40 such general election but a special session is called between
41 the date of such general election and the beginning of the
42 next annual session, the newly elected representative shall be
43 sworn to his duties on the first day of such a special session.
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