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By Mr. Coury of New Bedford, petition of Edward P. Coury and another for
legislation to establish a minimum height requirement for appointment of police
officers. Public Safety.

tEfje Commontoealtf) of fUagSadjuSctW

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Seventy-One.
*
An Act establishing a minimum height requirement for the

APPOINTMENT OF A POLICE OFFICER.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in
General Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as
follows:

1 Section 48 of chapter 31 of the General Laws is hereby
2 amended by striking out the first sentence, as most recently
3 amended by section 1 of chapter 246 of the acts of 1967, and
4 inserting in place thereof the following sentences; Regular or
5 permanent members of police and fire forces of cities, and
6 regular or permanent members of police and fire forces and call
7 fire forces of such towns as, with reference to said forces
8 respectively, accept the provisions of this section as hereinafter
9 provided or have accepted corresponding provisions of earlier

10 laws, and chiefs of police or officers performing similar duties,
11 however entitled, and chiefs of fire departments or officers
12 performing similar duties, however entitled, of such cities or
13 towns, as, with reference to such officers, respectively, accept
14 the provisions of this section as hereinafter provided or have
15 accepted corresponding provisions of earlier laws, shall be sub-

-16 ject to the provisions of this chapter and the rules established
thereunder; except that no rule regulating the height and
weight of persons eligible to become members of the fire

19 department shall be made or enforced except by the city
20 council or selectmen; and except further that no rule shall
21 prescribe a maximum age limit, for applicants in police or fire
22 departments lower than thirty-five years or a minimum age
23 limit therefor higher than twenty-two years; and except further
24 that no rule shall prescribe a minimum height for applicants in
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25 police departments of more than five feet. In case an eligible
26 list of at least two available perons is not established from a
27 competitive examination for fire fighter or police officer, the
28 director may, upon request of the appointing authority of a
29 fire force or police force made within six months after the
30 results of the examination are determined, hold another corn-
-31 petitive examination in which he may fix a maximum age limit
32 of not more than forty years.
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