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By Mr. Bowes of Barnstable (by request), petition of Charles A.

Coyle relative to obtaining accommodations at hotels or lodging
houses by fraud. The Judiciary.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Seventy-One.
>

An Act relative to the obtaining of accommodations at
HOTEL AND LODGING HOUSES BY FRAUD, AND CERTAIN OTHER
MATTERS RELATIVE THERETO.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in
General Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as
follows:

1 Section 37 of chapter 266 of the General Laws is hereby
2 amended by striking out the entire section and inserting the
3 following new section:
4 Section 37. No person shall: (1) Obtain accommodations at
5 any hotel, inn, boarding house or restaurant or procure food
6 without paying therefor, with intent to defraud, except when
7 credit is given by express agreement; or (2) Obtain credit when
8 intent to defraud at any hotel, inn, boarding house or restau-
-9 rant for food or accommodations by a false show of baggage or

10 effects; or (3) Remove or cause to be removed any baggage or
11 effects from any hotel, inn, boarding house or restaurant with-
-12 out the consent of the owner or manager before having paid
13 the proper charges due for food or accommodations; or (4)
14 Draw, endorse, utter, or deliver to any hotel, inn, boarding
15 house or restaurant any check, draft, or order for the payment
16 of money upon any bank or other depositary, in payment of
17 the proper charges due for food, lodging, beverages, or any-
-18 thing of value, knowing at the time that there is not sufficient
19 credit with the drawee bank or other depositary for the pay-

-20 ment in full of the instrument upon its presentation.
21 Whoever violates any provision of this section shall be guilty
22 of larceny, and shall, if the value of the property stolen
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23 exceeds one hundred dollars, be punished by imprisonment in
24 the state prison for not more than five years, or by a fine of
25 not more than six hundred dollars and imprisonment in jail for
26 not more than two years; or, if the value of the property
27 stolen does not exceed one hundred dollars, shall be punished
28 by imprisonment in jail for not more than one year or by a
29 fine of not more than three hundred dollars.
30 The failure of any person to pay the proper charges due fop
31 any food, lodging, beverages, or anything of value due to any'
32 hotel, inn, boarding house or restaurant before departing from
33 the premises, without first personally appearing before the
34 room clerk or other agent of the establishment before de-
-35 parting and protesting the amount alleged to be due, or with-
-36 out working out satisfactory credit arrangements for the pay-
-37 ment thereof, is prima facie evidence of intent to defraud, and
38 the failure of the person drawing, endorsing, uttering or deliver-
-39 ing any check, draft or order to any hotel, inn, boarding house
40 or restaurant in payment of food, lodging, beverages or any-
-41 thing of value, to honor the same within five days after the
42 receipt of written notice of its non-payment upon presentation,
43 is prima facie evidence of intent to defraud.
44 Whenever the owner or the agent, servant, officer or
45 employee of the owner of any hotel, inn, boarding house or
46 restaurant signs a complaint against any person, charging that
47 person with a violation of this section, the payment by the
48 person charged of the amount claimed to be due the hotel, inn,
49 boarding house or restaurant shall not be grounds for dismissal
50 of the complaint so filed and the owner or the agent, servant,
51 officer or employee of the owner of such hotel, inn, boarding
52 house or restaurant shall continue to prosecute such charge or
53 charges and cooperate fully with the prosecuting authorities in
54 the prosecution of such charge or charges.


