
HOUSE No. 4686
By Mr. DiFruscia of Lawrence, petition of Anthony R.

DiFruscia relative to the establishment of half-way houses. Social
Welfare.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Seventy-One.
*

An Act establishing half-way houses, so-called.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in
General Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as
follows:

1 Chapter 18A of the General Laws is hereby amended by
2 inserting after section 9 the following section:
3 Section 10. There shall be in the department, but not sub-
4 ject to its control, a board to be known as a half-way house
5 board to consist of five persons, one of whom shall be the
6 commissioner of youth services, one of whom shall be the
7 commissioner of public welfare, and three of whom shall be
8 appointed by the governor. The members appointed by the
9 governor shall serve for three years and any member chosen by

10 the governor to fill a vacancy shall serve for the unexpired
11 term of the person he is to succeed.
12 Every presiding justice of a district court shall apply to the
13 said board for approval to establish a half-way house within the
14 area of the court’s jurisdiction. When such approval is given, a
15 half-way house shall be established. Each half-way house shall
16 be governed by a separate board of five persons to consist of

the presiding justice or his designee and four other members to
18 be appointed by said justice, one of whom shall be a probation
19 officer, one of whom shall be a psychiatrist, one of whom shall
20 be a member of the clergy and one of whom shall be a
21 member of a law enforcement agency. The members of the
22 board shall serve at the discretion of the presiding judge.
23 Only persons between the ages of thirteen and eighteen shall
24 be admitted to a half-way house on the recommendation of a
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25 law enforcement agency. The presiding justice may require any
26 person, as a condition of probation, to be admitted to a
27 half-way house. No person shall be refused admission on ac-
-28 count of race, creed, color or sex. Each board shall employ
29 foster parents, so-called, who have a background in child guid-
-30 ance or child psychology and who shall be required, as a
31 condition of employment, to live in the half-way house. Each
32 foster parent shall be compensated at a rate not exceeding teife
33 thousand dollars per year.
34 Seventy-five percent of the cost of maintaining a half-way
35 house shall be paid by the commonwealth and twenty-five
36 percent shall be paid by the county.


