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By Mr. Murphy of Brockton, petition of Edward M. Dickson,
Paul Maurice Murphy and others for legislation to prohibit certain
uses of poisonous chemical agents within the Commonwealth ex-
cept under permits issued by the Commissioner of Public Health.
Social Welfare.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Seventy-One.

An Act prohibiting certain uses of poisonous chemical
AGENTS WITHIN THE COMMONWEALTH EXCEPT UNDER PERMIT
ISSUED BY THE COMMISSIONER OF PUBLIC HEALTH.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in
General Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as
follows:

1 Chapter 270 of the General Laws is hereby amended by
2 inserting after section 19 the following section: -

3 Section 20. No person shall manufacture, store, sell, test or
4 transport within the commonwealth any poisonous chemical
5 agent except in accordance with the following provisions: -

6 (1) Such person shall give thirty days written notice of his
7 intention to manufacture, store, sell, test or transport said
8 poisonous chemical agent to the commissioner of public health
9 and to the selectmen of each town and the mayor of each city

10 within which such activity is to be conducted. Such written
11 notice shall contain such information as the commissioner shall
12 by regulation prescribe, including the following:
13 (a) The class of poisonous chemical agent to be manu-
-14 factured, sold, tested or transported;
15 (b) The quantity of such agent to be employed in such use;
16 (c) A description of the symptoms which would result upon
17 exposure to such agent and the antidotes therefor.
18 (2) The commissioner may, upon receipt of such written
19 notice conduct such further inquiry into such proposed use as

20 he may deem appropriate, and shall impose such conditions
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21 thereon as are necessary to protect the public health and
22 safety.
23 (3) If the commissioner is satisfied that such proposed use
24 as so conditioned may be conducted without damage to the
25 public health and safety, he shall issue to such person a written
26 permit therefor incorporating any such conditions, and such
27 activity shall be conducted in accordance with such permit.
28 As used in this section the following terms shall have the*
29 following meanings: ™

30 “Poisonous chemical agent”, any substance falling within one
31 or more of the classifications hereinafter provided;
32 “Class A”, Extremely dangerous poisons or agents, com-
-33 prising liquids, gases or vapors which in very small amount is
34 danger to life, including but not limited to the follow-
-35 ing: Bromacetone, Cyanogen, Cynanogen chloride containing
36 less than nine tenths water, Diphosgene, Ethyldichloraisime,
37 Hydrocyanic acid exceeding five per cent strength, Laviicle,
38 Methyldichloraisime, Mustard Gas, Nitrogen peroxide (tetra-
-39 oxide), Phenylcarbynine chloride, Phosgene (diphosgene), Any
40 other asphyxiating agent, any biological warfare agent, any
41 lethal chemical warfare agent, Chemical or biological warfare
42 munitions;
43 “Class B”, Less dangerous poisons or agents, comprising
44 liquids or solids (including pastes and semi-solids), other than
45 Class A and Class C poisons or agents, which are of a degree of
46 toxicity which: Upon oral ingestion, produce death within
47 forty-eight hours in one half or more of a test group of ten or
48 more white rats weighing two hundred to three hundred grams,
49 upon dosage of fifty milligrams or less per kilogram of body
50 weight; Upon inhalation, produce death within forty-eight
51 hours in one half or more of such a test group, when inhaled
52 continuously for a period of one hour or less at a concentra-
-53 tion of two milligrams or less per liter of vapor, mist or dus|>
54 provided such concentration is likely to be encountered by
55 human beings when the chemical or agent is used in any
56 forseable manner; Upon contact with the human body, produce
57 death within forty-eight hours in half or more than half of a
58 group of ten or more rabbits tested at a dosage of two hundred
59 milligrams or less per milligram body weight, when adminis-
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60 tered by continuous contact with the bare skin for twenty-four
61 hours or less;
62 “Class C”, tear gas or irritants, comprising liquids or solids
63 which upon contact with fire or when exposed to air give off
64 dangerous or intensely irritating fumes, such as, but not limited
65 to bromobenzylcyade, chloroacetophenone, eyphenlylamino-
-66 chlorarsine, and diphenylchlorarsine but not including any

, 67 poisonous articles under Class A.
Every corporation or firm required to file a statement of

69 condition with the division of corporations and taxation of the
70 commonwealth shall be required to disclose on said statement
71 of condition that they are complying with the provisions of this
72 section.
73 Whoever violates any provision of this section shall be pun-
-74 isjred by a fine of not more than ten thousand dollars or by
75 imprisonment for not more than two years, or both.
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