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By Mr. Murphy of Brockton, petition of Bernard Cohen and

Paul Maurice Murphy for legislation to increase the maximum
weekly benefits payable under the Workmen’s Compensation
Act. Commerce and Labor.

)c Commontoealrt) of fflasttadjugctts;

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Seventy-One.%

An Act increasing the maximum weekly benefits under the
WORKMEN’S COMPENSATION ACT.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in
General Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as
follows:

1 SECTION 1. Chapter 152 of the General Laws is hereby
2 amended by striking out section 34, as inserted by section 1 of
3 chapter 529 of the acts of 1969, and inserting in place thereof
4 the following section:
5 Section 34. While the incapacity for work resulting from the
6 injury is total, the insurer shall pay the injured employee a
7 weekly compensation equal to two thirds of his average weekly
8 wages, but not more than one hundred dollars nor less than
9 twenty dollars a week, unless the weekly wages of the injured

10 employee are less than twenty dollars, in which case said
11 weekly compensation shall be equal to his average weekly
12 wages, but not less than ten dollars where the normal working
13 hours of the injured employee in a week are fifteen or more;
14 provided that the amount does not exceed twenty thousand
15 dollars, except that if the injured employee has received com-

416 pensation for the same injury under section thirty-five the
17 combined amount of compensation payable under this section
18 and section thirty-five shall not exceed the maximum amount
19 as set forth in section thirty-five. The insurer shall, upon the
20 payment of fourteen thousand dollars, notify the division and
21 the injured employee relative to its intention with regard to the
22 assumption of payments under section thirty-four A. If the
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23 insurer does not so notify the employee and the division,
24 payments shall not be discontinued except as provided under
25 section twenty-nine or by order of the division. Upon receipt
26 by the division of notice of refusal to make voluntary pay-
-27 ments under section thirty-four A the division shall assign the
28 matter, forthwith, for a hearing under the provisions of section
29 thirty-four A.

I
1 SECTION 2. Said chapter 152 is hereby further amended by

2 striking out section 35, as inserted by section 3 of chapter 529
3 of the acts of 1969, and inserting in place thereof the follow-
-4 ing section:
5 Section 35. While the incapacity for work resulting from the
6 injury is partial, the insurer shall pay the injured employee a
7 weekly compensation equal to the entire difference between his
8 average weekly wage before the injury and the average weekly
9 wage he is able to earn thereafter, but not more than seventy

10 dollars per week; and the amount of such compensation shall
11 not be more than twenty thousand dollars, nor shall the com-
-12 bined amount of compensation payable under this section and
13 section thirty-four be more than twenty thousand dollars.

1 SECTION 3. This act shall take effect on November
2 twenty-third, nineteen hundred and seventy-one.
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