


What's My Watershed Address? 
We all know the street we live o n  and 
the city or  town we call home, but d id 
you know you have another address? You 
share an address w i th  many other people 
as well as fish, deer, and turtles. That 
shared "address" i s  the watershed you live 
in, and there are a lot of important things 
you can do  to  keep that watershed healthy 
and working right. 

What's a watershed? A watershed or 
River Basin, is an area of land that 
drains to one river or lake. Within each 
watershed, all water runs to  the lowest 
point, and all the water in the lower 
end of each watershed is fed by the 
upstream areas. 

Some small watersheds drain into small 
ponds or streams; these small watersheds 
jo in  together to form larger watersheds or 
river basins. For example, the Connecticut 
River in Massachusetts has a drainage area 
o f  over 11,000 square miles, and i s  made 
u p  of several other large river basins (the 
Millers, Chicopee, Deerfield, and Westfield 
RiversJ that themselves are made up of 
dozens of smaller streams and rivers. 

Why does my watershed need protection? 
O n  its way through a watershed, water 
may travel over city streets, suburban 
yards, forests and farmland, o r  i t  seeps 
into the soil and travels as ground water. 
As i t  moves along, water can pick u p  
sediments, chemicals and other pollutants. 
Once these pollutants reach a lake or  
stream, they can ki l l  or hur t  animals 
that live there or their habitats, and can 
interfere wi th people's drinking water 
or recreational activities. 
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DEM'S BERKSHIRES REGION 
This map shows the DEM facilities in the Berkshires region and each of the major watersheds in the 
area. What's the watershed address of t h i s  facility? 

The Department of Environmental Management is part of a statewide effort to manage, coordinate, 
and integrate all our activities within the natural boundaries of the Commonwealth's watersheds and 
to prevent pollution and protect or restore environmental quality by targeting limited resources to 
where the most environmental benefit can be achieved for our dollars. This Watershed Initiative 
is a strategy for implementing watershed-based resource management in Massachusetts and depends 
on collaborative, federal, state, and local environmental management. 



How many watersheds are there? 
Massachusetts has 27 major watersheds 
or river basins, so anywhere you are, 
you're in  a watershed. And because 
everyone lives i n  a watershed, you're 
part of a watershed community. What 
you do can influence the other residents 
in  the community and natural resources 
like soil, water, plants and animals. 

How do I find out my watershed 
"address"? 
I f  the map in this brochure shows the 
city or town where you live, check the 
name of the watershed shown, and you've 
got the first step. I f  your town i s  not on  
the map, or you want more information, 
you can contact one of the groups listed 
inside. When you go home, you can look 
in  the library to find more details about 
the rivers and streams where you live. 

Who takes care of my watershed? 
Because we all live i n  a watershed, our 
daily activities, even those occurring miles 
away from a body of  water, can create 
pollution that ends up in our lakes and 
rivers. So each of us i s  responsible for 
protecting the watershed and i t s  resources. 

There are watershed associations, made 
up of dedicated volunteers who help 
clean up the rivers and prevent pollution. 
Watershed teams bring together local, state 
and federal government and nongovernment 
decision makers to protect the water 
resources around the state. These groups 
spend a lot of  time and effort to keep 
our water clean, but the most important 
person is YOU. Each of us i s  the key 
to maintaining healthy, functioning 
watersheds. 




