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House of Representatives, February 22, 1971.

The committee on Bills in the Third Reading, to whom was
referred the bill providing certain benefits for police officers in the
employ of the cities and towns during the time such officers are
attending law enforcement and related courses at accredited degree
granting institutions of higher education (House, No. 5040), report
recommending that the same be amended by the substitution of
the accompanying bill (House, No. 5079).

For the committee,

THEODORE J. ALEIXO, Jr.
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Seventy-One.

An Act providing certain benefits for police officers in
CITIES AND TOWNS DURING THE TIME SUCH OFFICERS ARE
ATTENDING LAW ENFORCEMENT AND RELATED COURSES AT
ACCREDITED DEGREE GRANTING INSTITUTIONS OF HIGHER
EDUCATION.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in
General Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as
follows:

1 Chapter 73 of the General Laws is hereby amended by
2 inserting after section 20 the following section:— Section
3 21. A city or town which employs a permanent police officer
4 who is enrolled as a student in good standing in a police, law
5 enforcement, criminal justice or police career oriented course
6 of study at a college or university accredited by the New
7 England Association of Colleges and Secondary Schools or the
8 board of higher education, shall, subject to the approval of the
9 chief of police or any other officer having similar duties, pay

10 said police officer his full weekly salary during the normal
11 thirty-two weeks such college or university is in session; pro-
-12 vided, that he is enrolled for at least sixteen hours of classroom
13 instruction, works twenty-four hours a week on regular duty as
14 a police officer in said city or town and during regularly
15 scheduled school vacations works his regular tour of duty; and
16 provided, further, that he is studying for a baccalaureate, mas-
-17 ter’s or higher degree. Each officer who is enrolled in a college
18 or university under the provisions of this section shall enter
19 into an agreement providing that he shall remain in full-time
20 employment as a police officer in such city or town after
21 completion of such course of study for as many years as he has
22 been aided under this section.
23 The approval required by this section shall not be withheld
24 unless it can be established by the officer withholding such
25 approval that the operation of a police department would be
26 adversely affected due to the number of regular police officers
27 already enrolled in colleges or universities under the provisions
28 of this section.
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