
HOUSE No. 5185

EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT

STATE HOUSE, BOSTON 02133, March 18, 1971

In accordance with the provisions of Article LVI of the Amend-
ments of the Constitution, I am returning, herewith, House Bill No.
5052 entitled, “AN ACT AUTHORIZING THE TREASURER OF A
CITY OR TOWN TO DELIVER TO THE HEAD OF A DEPART-
MENT THE PAYROLL CHECKS OF THE EMPLOYEES OF SUCH
DEPARTMENT.”

This bill would permit a city or town treasurer to deliver
municipal employees’ payroll checks to the head of a municipal
department or his designee. Present practice is that the treasurer, or
his bonded subordinate employees, make delivery of the checks
directly to the employees, either at the treasurer’s office or in the
individual departments of the various employees, or by first class
mail.

It may be desirable for convenience, in certain large municipal
departments, to allow department heads to distribute payroll checks.
However, this procedure probably should be the exception to the
genera] rule which properly protects the distribution of public funds.

I believe that if this procedure is to be allowed, it should be
permitted only with the knowledge and approval of the chief
municipal officers selectmen, mayors, or city managers.
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To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives:
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By striking out all after the enacting clause and inserting in place
thereof the following:

Chapter 41 of the General Laws is hereby amended by inserting
after section 41 the following section:

Section 41A. Notwithstanding the provisions of section thirty-five
the treasurer of a city or town may deliver or cause to be delivered to
the head of a municipal department or his designee the payroll
checks for the employees of such department, with the approval of
the board of selectmen in towns, and of the mayor in cities, or of tfv
city manager in cities operating under a Plan D or Plan E charter.

Respectfully submitted.

FRANCIS W. SARGENT
Governor of the Commonwealth.
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I therefore recommend the bill be amended as follows;


