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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, March 29, 1971.

The committee on Local Affairs to whom was referred the
petition (accompanied by bill, House, No. 2049) of the Massachu-
setts Mayors’ Association that provision be made for an optional
four-year term for mayors, report recommending that the accom-
panying bill (House, No. 5217) ought to pass.

For the committee

GEORGE J. BOURQUE

No. 5217HOUSE

Wlje Commontoealtf) of iflaAsacfjusietW



[March,HOUSE - No. 5217

f

i

(

Zi)t Commontoealtf) of iflaftsacbugetts;

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Seventy-One

An Act providing for an optional four year term for
MAYORS IN CERTAIN CITIES.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in
General Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, a&
follows:

1 Chapter 43 of the General Laws is hereby amended by
2 inserting after section 178 the following section:-
3 Section 17C. Notwithstanding any provision of law to the
4 contrary, the term of office of mayor in cities which comply
5 with the provisions of the following paragraphs shall be four
6 years.

7 Upon the filing with the City Clerk of a petition certified by
8 the registrar of votes or other body with similar duties to have
9 been signed by at least five percent of the registered voters of the

10 city at the last regular city election, the city clerk shall place
11 upon the ballot for the next regular city election to be held not
12 less than sixty days after the date of the approval of such order
13 or the date of the filing of such petitions, as the case may be, the
14 following question;
15 “Shall the term of office of mayor of the
16 city of be four years?”be four years?”
17 If a majority voting thereon vote in the affirmative, the mayor
18 elected at the following regular city election shall be sworn at the
19 time and in the manner he otherwise would have been, but shall
20 hold office for the term of four years from that time, and until
21 his successor is sworn and qualified. Thereafter, the term of
22 office for mayor shall continue to be four years.
23 This section shall apply only in cities which plan Aor plan Bis
24 in effect, and in cities which have, under the provisions of special
25 law or of a charter adopted under section three of article LXXIX
26 of the amendments to the constitution, a mayor but no city
27 manager or other officer with similar authority.
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28 This section shall apply notwithstanding the provisions of
section eighteen of chapter forty-three B of the General Laws.
Nothing contained herein shall be construed to prevent the

29
30 prevent the

amendment of ciry charters, including amendment with respect
to terms of office for mayor, by any method available under
Article LXXIX of the amendments to the constitution, sub-
sequent to the adoption of a four year term for mayor under the
provisions of this section.

31
i

34
35

36 In any city which has adopted the provisions of this section
upon the filing with the city clerk of a petition certified by the
registrar of votes or other body with similar duties to have been

*7
38
39 signed by at least five percent of the registered voters of the city

at the last regular city election, the city clerk shall place upon the
ballot for the next regular city election to be held not less than
sixty days after the date of the approval of such order or the date
of the filing of such petitions, as the case may be, the following
question:
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45 “Shall the term of office of mayor of the YES

city of be two years?” NO46
If a majority voting thereon vote in the affirmative, the mayor

elected at the following regular city election shall be sworn at the
time and in the manner he otherwise would have been, but shall
hold office for the term of two years from that time, and until
his successor is sworn and qualified. Thereafter, the term of
office for mayor shall continue to be two years.
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