
HOUSE No. 6
By Mr. Cahoon of Harwich, petition of Howard C. Cahoon, Jr.,

and John F. Aylmer (by vote of the town) for legislation to
provide tenure of office until age sixty-five for certain officers and
members of the police department of the town of East-
ham. Public Service. [Local Approval Received.]

tEtje Commontoealtl) of illasisacfjugctts!

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Seventy-One

An Act providing tenure of office until age sixty-five for

CERTAIN OFFICERS AND MEMBERS OF THE POLICE DEPARTMENT
OF THE TOWN OF EASTHAM.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in
General Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as
follows:

1 SECTION 1. The tenure of office of any present or future
2 permanent member of the police department of the town of
3 Eastham, who has served in his respective office for a period of
4 one year and who has served as a police officer in the town of
5 Eastham for a period of five consecutive years, shall be un-
6 limited until he attains age sixty-five, unless he is incapacitated
7 by physical or mental disability from performing his duties, or
8 unless he is removed for just cause by the selectmen in the
9 following manner: -

10 No police officer shall be removed from office or lowered in
11 rank, except for just cause and for reasons specifically given
12 him in writing by the board of selectmen. Before any action
13 affecting employment is taken, said police otticer shall be given

J 4 a full hearing before the board of selectmen, of which hearing
j 6 he shall have at least five days’ written notice, exclusive of
16 Sundays and holidays, from said board, and he shall be allowed
17 to answer charges preferred against him either personally or by
18 counsel. He shall be notified in writing within three days after
19 the hearing of the decision of the board, stating fully and
20 specifically the reasons for removal or lowering in rank.
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21 Within thirty days after the date of the decision of said
22 board following a hearing as set forth in the preceding para-
-23 graph, any police officer who was removed or lowered in rank
24 may bring a petition in the district court within the judicial
25 district in which the town of Eastham is situated, praying that
26 the action of said board in removing or lowering in rank, as the
27 case may be, may be reviewed by the court, and, after such
28 notice in writing to the board which has ordered such removaL,
29 or lowering in rank, as the court deems necessary, it shall her
30 witnesses, review such action and determine whether or not
31 upon all the evidence such action was justified. If the court
32 finds such action was justified, the action of the board of
33 selectmen shall be affirmed; otherwise, it shall be reversed and
34 the petitioner shall be reinstated in his office without loss of
35 compensation.

1 SECTION 2. This act shall be submitted for acceptance to
2 the voters of the town of Eastham in the form of the following
3 question which shall be placed upon the official ballot to be
4 used for the election of town officers at the annual town
5 meeting to be held in the year nineteen hundred and seventy-
-6 two; “Shall an act passed by the General Court in the year
7 nineteen hundred and seventy-one, entitled ‘an Act providing
8 tenure of office until age sixty-five for certain officers and
9 members of the police department of the town of Eastham’, be

10 accepted?” If a majority of the votes in answer to said ques-
-11 tion is in the affirmative, this act shall take full effect, but not
12 otherwise.
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