
EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT

To the HonorableSenate and House of Representatives:

a In accordance with the provisions of Article LVI of the Amend-
•ments to the Constitution, I am returning, herewith, House Bill No.

2254 entitled, “AN ACT REQUIRING THE OPERATORS OF
STOPPED TRUCKS AND CERTAIN BUSES TO STOP THEIR
MOTORS AFTER A CERTAIN TIME.”

This bill is designed to reduce emissions of contaminants from
engines of certain trucks and buses by requiring that engine
operation be discontinued when the bus is to stand for a period of
more than five minutes. The penalty for violation would be ten
dollars.

The Department of Public Health, in regulations presently
effective throughout the commonwealth, already prohibits the
unnecessary operation of all motor vehicle engines while such
vehicles are stopped for a period in excess of five minutes. This
regulation, adopted under the provisions of chapter 111, section 142
D of the General Laws, can be enforced by any police department,
the registry of motor vehicles, and local and state health depart-
ments.

Penalties for violation of the regulations are much more stringent
than the penalty in this bill. These penalties are not less than $5O nor
more than $lOO for the first offense, and not less than $2OO nor
more than $5OO for each succeeding offense. Any violation of the
provisions of the bill would, by law, require complaint and
appearance in court. To have a maximum penalty of only ten dollars
does not even cover police time and court operating costs.

I believe full authority to achieve the purposes of this legislation is
already granted. In addition, the regulations are carefully drafted to
meet problems this bill fails to consider; for example, the bill would
appear to prohibit the driver of a bus who may be taking passengers
at the start of his route, but whose departure time may not be for
ten minutes, from providing heat in cold weather for the waiting
passengers.
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If legislation is deemed necessary or desirable, I believe the
language of the DPH regulations for the control of air pollution,
Regulation 11.1.2, should be adopted, and the penalties should at
least have the same maximum as the present law provides for
violation of the regulations.

I therefore recommend the bill be amended as follows
By striking out all after the enacting clause and inserting in place

thereof the following;

Chapter 90 of the General Laws is hereby amended by inserting
after section 16 the following section:

Section 16A. No person shall cause, allow or permit the unneces-
sary operation of the engine of a truck or bus having a seating
capacity of more than seven passengers while said vehicle is stopped
for a foreseeable period of time in excess of five minutes. This
section shall not apply to (a) vehicles being serviced, provided that
operation of the engine is essential to the proper repair thereof, or
(b) vehicles engaged in the delivery or acceptance of goods, wares, or
merchandise for which engine assisted power is necessary and
substitute alternate means cannot be made available, or (c) vehicles
engaged in an operation for which the engine power is necessary for
an associated power need other than movement and substitute
alternate power means cannot be made available provided that such
operation does not cause or contribute to a condition of air
pollution. Whoever violates any provision of this section shall be
punished by a fine of not more than one hundred dollars for the first
offense, nor more than five hundred dollars for each succeeding
offense.

Respectfully submitted,

FRANCIS W. SARGENT
Governor of the Commonwealth.


